
  

 
Chapter 5: Guide Signs - Conventional Roads 

 
2D.08 Arrows
 
The directional arrows on guide signs should be determined by the height of legend.  Use 4” x 6” 
arrows for 4" legend, 5” x 7” arrows for 5" legend, 6” x 9” arrows for 6" legend, and  8” x 12” 
arrows for  8" legend.  The length of the arrow may be increased if the sign layout allows a 
longer arrow. 
 
2D.11 Design of Route Signs
 
Route markers incorporated into guide sign legends shall have a minimum size of  (12” x 12”).  
Route markers installed elsewhere shall be a minimum of 24” x 24”except county route shields 
that may be 457 x 457 (18” x 18”). 
 
2D.34 Destination Signs (D1 Series) 
 
A white line shall separate all destinations in different directions.  All destinations in a given 
direction shall share one directional arrow.  Legend size and style shall be governed by the 
importance of the sign.  All legends on a single sign shall be the same size and style.   Not more 
than 4 destinations should be shown on a conventional road destination sign. Mileage should be 
shown, except in urban areas. 
 
2D.35 Location of Destination Signs
 
Prioritize guide signs using the listing on page 5-2. 
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Intersection Guide Sign Guidelines
 
1. Definitions: 
 

Rural – The area outside the Urban Growth Boundary of any incorporated city. 
 
Urban – The area inside the city limits and extending to the Urban Growth Boundary of any 
incorporated city. 
 
Advance Guide Sign – Guide signs placed prior to an intersection that include next left, next 
right, distance, direction, or arrow direction. 
 
Guide Sign – Sign giving direction that may be green, brown, or blue background depending 
on legend content. 

 
2. A maximum of three destinations per direction may be shown on rural guide signs with a 

maximum of four total destinations per sign. 
 

Route shields and related plaques are not to be counted as a destination. 
 
Symbol signs such as airport, train station, watchable wildlife, etc., are not to be considered 
as a destination. 
 
Street name signs (at intersecting streets) are not considered to be a destination and shall 
be separated by a white line if the street name is incorporated into the guide sign. 

 
3. The priority of destinations to be shown on intersection guide signs shall be as follows: 
 

A. Closest major city (population over 50,000). 
B. Closest city or community. 
C. National park, state park, fairgrounds, college, or university. 
D. Major traffic generator, publicly owned. * 
E. Major traffic generator, privately owned. * 
F. Community college, private college. 
G. County park, fairgrounds. 

 
* Major traffic generators must meet attendance requirements on  

page 5-189. 
 
4. Destinations shown on Advance Guide signs shall be consistent with the destinations shown 

on the Intersection Guide sign. 
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Public schools, landmarks, armories, Red Cross centers, unincorporated communities, wildlife
refuges, youth camps

Full name or approved abbreviation may be signed to publicly owned or nonprofit public agencies
or operations permanently located off the highway being signed.  May be signed on primary and
secondary highways (not on freeways) at the closest access point.  If distance to the site is more
than one mile, the mileage may be added to the legend.

Auditoriums, ball fields, exposition centers, parks, fairgrounds, race tracks

May be signed on primary and secondary highways at the closest access point.  To qualify for
signing there must be a significant activity at least weekly.

State Capitol, State Police, PUC, DMV,, DEQ

May be signed on freeways, primary, and secondary highways.

Colleges, Universities, Technical Schools

Accredited higher education facilities may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary
highways.  The school pays for the original sign and installation; ODOT installs and maintains.

Shopping centers may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary highways under the
following conditions:

1. At least 46,500 square meters of usable floor space (500,000 square feet).
2. At least 18,000 daily vehicle t rips (two-way).
3. Contain at least two and preferably three major retail outlets ( Penneys, Sears, etc.).
4. Any required follow-up signing must be in place before highway signing is

completed.  Written assurance must be provided before highway signing is started.
5. All installation and maintenance costs shall be the responsibility of the center.

ODOT will install and maintain the signs.

Business and Industrial Parks may be signed on freeways and primary or secondary highways
under the following conditions:

1. At least 46,500 square meters of usable floor space (500,000 square feet).
2. At least 18,000 daily vehicle trips (two-way).
3. The destination must be within one mile of the exit from the state highway.
4. Any required follow-up signing must be in place before highway signing is

completed.  Written assurance must be provided before highway signing is started.
5. All installation and maintenance costs shall be the responsibility of the Park.  ODOT

will install and maintain the signs.
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Recreational-Cultural Interest Area Signs
 
Federal Parks - Parks maintained by the federal government may be signed on freeway and 
primary or secondary highways. 
 
State Parks – If the park is the only destination listed on the freeway sign use the brown 
recreational guide sign.  If the exit leads to other destinations, park is included on the green 
destination sign. 
 
Resort Areas – The brown recreational guide sign may be mounted under a guide sign under 
the following conditions: 

1. Resort is in a rural area where the highway is either in a scenic area or passes 
through public land where normal advertising signs are not allowed.  Resorts not 
in public or scenic areas may be signed under TODS program. 

 
2. Resort must be open full-time throughout the appropriate tourist season and offer 

at least one significant recreational activity such as swimming, boating, skiing, 
fishing, hunting, rock hounding, etc.  The resort must also offer two of the 
following services: 

 
 A. Restaurant 
 B. Lodging 
 C. Gasoline and automotive services 
 

3. The resort area should also be at least 25 miles away from areas offering 
services of a like nature, to limit unfair competition with like services owned and 
operated on private land. 

 
When a resort sign is used, a gas symbol sign may be allowed, due to the essential nature of 
gas in remote rural areas.  Gas symbols should only be allowed if a service station is available 
with continuous operation for 12 hours a day and is located within a complex where other 
services are available to the traveler (such as food, lodging, or camping).  The brown and white 
symbol sign should be installed under the brown and white resort area sign, with or without 
other recreational symbol signs. 
 
The use of TODS and logos signs will not be allowed for businesses within resort areas 
wherever brown and white resort signs (with or without recreational riders) have been provided. 
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2D.45 General Service Signs (D9 Series)   State and City Police, Sheriff, DMV, and DEQ are 
considered motorist services and will be signed under this section with Blue background, white 
legend signs.    
 
General motorist service signs may be appended to interchange guide signs. 
 
The CHANNEL 9 MONITORED sign shall not be used on State Highways. 
 
NEXT GASOLINE sign may be used on primary and secondary highways at some point leaving 
the last location where gasoline is available and the next available gasoline is at least 50 miles.  
This sign is generic but care should be taken in the placement to avoid its being construed as 
advertising. 
 

Minimum Size  36” x 24” 
 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) - All requests for installation of the Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) symbol sign shall be submitted to the Health Division of the Oregon Department 
of Human Resources for certification that the requester satisfies the State’s established criteria 
for facilities included in the EMS system.  EMS signing will not normally be used in conjunction 
with Hospital signing. 
 

Minimum Size (D9-13 symbol)  24” x 24” 
 
Tourist Information Centers - Tourist Information Centers may be signed on freeways and 
primary and secondary highways.  The Center must have easy permanent access with 
adequate parking where local tourist information is available.  An attended facility is not 
required.  See page 5-17. 
 
2D.48 General Information Signs (I Series)
 
Commercial Airports may be signed on freeways and primary and secondary highways if they 
offer commercial or charter airline service, plane rental, or flying lessons.  Use of the horizontal 
plane symbol sign is preferred over the vertical plane symbol sign. 
 

Minimum Size  24” x 24”, Freeway  30” x 30” 
 
Bus Station/Train Station symbol signs (I-6/I-7), may be used on freeways (symbol only) and 
primary and secondary highways (symbol with rider) at the appropriate exit or the closest 
access point.  May also be used as trailblazers. 
 

Minimum Size Symbol  24” x 24” 
Minimum Size Rider  24” x 6” 
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Rural Fire District Signing Guidelines 
 
Rural fire district sign permits may be written using the following criteria:  
 
1. No signs allowed on the interstate system. 
 
2. Fire district must be rural in nature. 
 
3. Signs will be furnished by the fire district. 
 
4. Replacement signs will be furnished by the fire district upon request, or the 

remaining signs for the fire district will be removed. 
 
5. Signs will be placed outside the normal operating right-of-way (far side of ditch). 
 
6. Signs will be green background, white legend, reflectorized, in accordance with 

Section 2D.47 of the MUTCD. 
 
7. No logos will be allowed, word message only. 
 
8. 9-1-1 should not appear on the legend as the State of Oregon now has border to 

border use of this number. 
 
9. Fire district boundary signs should not be required when the boundary is 

coincident with city or county boundaries. 
 
2D.49 Signing of Named Highways 
 
Memorial highways may be signed in rest areas, scenic turnouts, or similar places where the 
motorist can safely park their vehicle to read the marker or sign. 
 
General Information
 
All requests for signing resort areas, museums, and golf courses should be sent to the Travel 
Information Council, 229 Madrona Avenue, SE, Salem, Oregon, 97302 Phone (503) 378-4508. 
 
All requests for signing tour or scenic routes should be sent to the Oregon Scenic Byway 
Advisory Committee, Rm. 222, Transportation Bldg., 355 Capitol St. NE, Salem, OR 97301-
3871 Phone (503) 986-4261. 
 
Community identification signs as allowed in ORS 377.510 are to be placed outside of highway 
right-of-way. 
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Temporary Event Signing Guidelines

1. Temporary signing on the state highway system may be provided for those activities
approximately two weeks or shorter in duration that are open to the general public.

2. ODOT reserves the right to limit the number of activities signed per year for each location on
the state highway system.

3. Signing on the state highway system normally shall be designed by ODOT.  Signs designed
by private parties must be approved by the Traffic Engineer prior to installation.  ODOT shall
install and remove all signs on state highway right-of-way.

4. Applicant shall be responsible for all costs incurred by the state for manufacture of signs,
sign supports, labor, and equipment to install and remove signs and for all engineering
costs.  If the applicant supplies signs to the state, applicant shall be responsible for all costs
incurred by the state for sign supports, labor, and equipment to install and remove signs.

5. Expected attendance of 5,000 or more vehicles on the peak day shall be required for
temporary signing on the interstate system and other highways built to interstate standards.
Expected daily attendance at locations on other state highways shall be a minimum of 125%
of the average daily traffic of the highway being signed to qualify for temporary special event
signing.

6. All signing for temporary events must conform to the general requirements of the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices as to location and design.

7.  Signing shall not be installed unless adequate follow-up signing to the event, as determined
by ODOT, is in place.

8.  If the requesting facility meets the minimum standards for a traffic generator (page 5-189)
but no destination is available, the facility would be eligible for Temporary Signing if space
exists (as determined by the Traffic Engineer).
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POLICY FOR PRIVATE DRIVE SIGNS ON STATE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
 
Signs for private drives are allowed off state highway right-of-way by Oregon Administrative 
Rule 734-60-095.  If signs need to be on state right-of-way to be visible, they can be installed 
under permit from the District Manager.  A fee for installation and maintenance of the signs shall 
be assessed by the District.  Our current policy is that in areas where the state right-of-way is 
excessive (usually 40 or more feet from centerline) or where topography or other conditions 
restrict the visibility of signs off of the right-of-way, signing for private drives is allowed with 
some restrictions. 
 
Street name signs (both private and public) are now required to follow minimum standards set 
forth in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) so they appear identical to the 
motorist.  However, we do not want motorists, especially trucks, to think that a private drive is a 
public road. 
 
ODOT requires a "PRIVATE DRIVE" (OW14-3) rider to be installed under any sign on ODOT 
right-of-way for private driveways. 
 
In order for a private driveway to have a sign placed on state right-of-way, the following 
sequence needs to be followed: 
 

• The request for the sign is received by the ODOT Region Traffic Office. 
• The Region Traffic Office will review the requested location to determine if a sign placed 

off state right-of-way will be visible to an emergency services vehicle operator. 
• If the sign off state right-of-way would be visible, then a sign on state right-of-way would 

be denied. 
• If the sign off state right-of-way would not be visible, the District Manager’s office could 

write a miscellaneous use permit to allow the sign installation with the following 
stipulations: 

 
         1. The street name sign to meet ODOT's specifications. 
         2. A "PRIVATE DRIVE" (OW14-3) rider to be placed under the street name sign. 
         3. The signs to be installed on breakaway posts per ODOT specifications. 
         4. Funding for entire sign installation to be provided by the requesting party. 
         5. The permit shall specify the maintenance agreement. 
 
A determination of need for a STOP sign installation will be required for each installation.  If the 
Region Traffic Manager determines that a STOP sign is required, the requesting party will fund 
the installation. 
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POLICY ON RECREATIONAL SYMBOL SIGNS ON THE 
STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

 
Recreational symbol signs may be appended to guide signs on the State Highway System 
using the following criteria: 
 
A limit of four recreational symbol signs may be used for each interchange or each destination.  The 
minimum size of recreational symbol signs shall be 30” x 30” on freeways and expressways.  The 
minimum size of recreational symbol signs shall be 18” x 18”, use of larger sizes is recommended. 
Minimum vertical clearance will be required to be maintained, this may require replacement of the 
existing supports in some circumstances. 
 
The symbol signs may only be placed at locations where the major guide sign directs traffic to a County, 
State, or Federal park. If other destinations are listed on the guide sign, the park and recreational symbols 
shall be brown so as to not be confused with the other destination. If both destinations require a brown 
background and the symbols do not apply to both destinations, the symbols will not be allowed. 
 
The Hiking Trails symbol sign (RL-100) may be used on primary and secondary highways at the closest 
access point, provided that the trail is a maintained recreational hiking trail and there is adequate off-
highway parking available. 
 
The Windsurfing symbol sign (RW-210) may be used on primary and secondary highways and may be 
installed as a rider on freeway interchange guide signs.   
 
The following criteria must be satisfied before recreational symbol signing will be allowed: 

1. All signing shall conform to the requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
2. Signing must be approved by the Region Traffic Section with concurrence from the local agency 

having jurisdiction over the access to the area. 
3. Area must have safe access and adequate parking and restroom facilities for expected attendance. 

 
The requesting agency will be required to purchase the signs, posts (if needed) and sign brackets. Funding 
the installation will be as determined by the local District Manager.  
 
Binocular symbol signs are covered under another policy (see pg. 5-39). 
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Historic Trails Signing Guidelines (OI5-1, OI6-1, OI7-1) 
 
The purpose of the state Historic Trails marking program is to identify, for the education and 
enjoyment of the motoring public, those parts of modern highways that closely parallel historic 
routes.  “Closely parallel” means that the modern route is generally within 5 miles of the historic 
route, and that the two lie within the same geographic feature such as valley, plateau, etc.  In 
other words, the modern motorist should be able to experience and understand the topography 
that early explorers and immigrants had to traverse.  In cases where the historic route was by 
water, the waterway must be generally visible from the modern highway. 
 
State or National Historic Trails may be signed on the State Highway System if they have 
statewide or national significance.  Examples include: Oregon Trail (OI7-1), Lewis and Clark 
Trail (OI5-1) and California Trail (OI6-1).  As a general rule, qualifying segments of highway 
should be marked about every 10 miles.  Whenever possible, markers should be attached to 
existing signs. 
 
Historic Trail Marking 
 
Additional signs shall be added immediately below the Historic Trail logo signs as follows: 
 

1. A sign with the words “INFO CENTER” shall be added to alert the motorist to a 
Historic Trail kiosk in a rest area or state park. 

 
2. A sign with the words “RIVER ROUTE” shall be added to explain that immigrants 

used the river in the locality signed. 
 
3. A sign with the words “TRAIL SITE” shall be added to guide the motorist to a trail 

feature. 
 
4. Additional signs as shown on pages 5-95 through 5-109a shall be used to guide 

the motorist when appropriate. 
 
5. Custom signs shall be approved by the Region Traffic Section prior to placement. 
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Sign Installation Detail Guidelines 
 
Signs installed on the freeway should be mounted on existing sign supports, where possible, 
preferably at the advance guide sign location.  This location will give drivers enough time to 
decide if they want to leave the freeway for further information about the historic trail. 
 
Signs installed on the freeway are to be 30” x 30” in size.  Those installed at ramp terminal 
intersections to provide turning directions are to be 24” x 24” together with the appropriate 
directional arrow.  The correct information rider (“Trail Site,” “River Route,” etc.) should be 
installed below each size of sign.  The information rider should be of the length that will fit the 
width of whichever trail sign is being used at a particular location.  The 24” assembly is to be 
used along the state connecting-route leading to the site.  If a county road is involved, the 
county should be encouraged to install the signs. 
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Information Center Signing Guidelines

TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTRE: These are the gazebo types of information centers usually
found in interstate rest areas.  There are some located in other areas (e.g., “D” River Wayside).

Freeway – Incorporate word message “TRAVEL INFO.” or “TRAVEL INFO. CTR.” into legend of
rest area sign.  See example on attached sheet.

Primary/Secondary Highway  – Use a blue background sign with white lettered legend of
“TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER”.  Legend may be abbreviated if appropriate.

OREGON WELCOME CENTER: These are information centers financed by the Oregon
Economic Development Department.  The centers are located in rest areas, their own facilities,
in P.U.C. buildings, and in visitor’s information centers operated by local chambers of
commerce.

Freeway – Incorporate word message “WELCOME CTR.” or “WELCOME CENTER” into legend
of rest area sign.  If facility is not in rest area, it is considered to be a motorist service and
should be signed as a rider under one of the guide signs.  The preferred placement would be
under the one mile advance or “NEXT RIGHT” sign.  Since the distance between breakaway
supports is limited, the legend shall read “INFO CTR”.  If all the destinations are not taken for
the interchange, it is possible to place “WELCOME CENTER” on one of the guide signs.

Primary/Secondary Highway  – The “STATE OF OREGON, WELCOME CENTER” sign with
appropriate sub-legend shall normally be used to guide motorists to the center.  A blue
background sign with a minimum of 127 mm (5”) white letters may be used in lieu of the
standard 914 (36”) sign where appropriate.  A standard 914 x 1372 (36” x 54”) sign shall be
provided for use on the building.

VISITORS INFORMATION CENTER: These are information centers usually operated by the
chambers of commerce.  There are several facilities that are not run by chambers, but are
considered a public service, therefore they are allowed signing also.

Freeway – Considered as a motorist service and should be signed as a rider under one of the
guide signs.  The preferred placement would be under the one mile advance or “NEXT RIGHT”
sign.  Since the distance between breakaway supports is limited, the legend shall read “INFO
CTR”.  If all the destinations are not taken for the interchange, it is possible to place
“INFORMATION CENTER” on one of the guide signs.

Primary/Secondary Highway  – The “VISITORS INFORMATION CENTER” sign with appropriate
sub-legend shall normally be used to guide motorists to the center.  A standard 914 x 1372
(36” x 54”) sign should be used on the building.
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