
The Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation is pleased to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  If 
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3:30 p.m. Item 1. Call MWACT Meeting To Order ...................... Chair Ken Woods, Jr. 
 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Approval of February 4, 2016 Meeting Summary 

Public Comment 
Comments from the Legislative Delegation 
OTC Comments  
Commission Discussion/Area Updates 
 ODOT press release of OTC action of FAST Act funds 
MWACT Chair's Report 

 
* SAVE THE DATE *  
   Thursday, May 19, 2016 
   OTC-MWACT Workshop (3:00-5:00), Transportation Building, 

Capital Mall 
   OTC-MWACT no-host Dinner @ Bentley’s Restaurant, downtown 

Salem (starts @ 5:30) 
 
4:00 p.m. Item 2. Transportation Safety Plan Update ................ Nancy Murphy, ODOT 
  
  ODOT is working with stakeholders to conduct an update to the 

Transportation Safety Action Plan (TSAP).  This update will integrate 
the federally required strategic highway safety plan with a state “topic 

Times listed below are approximate.  Agenda items may be considered at any time or in any order per discretion 
of the MWACT Chair and/or member of the Commission, in order for the Commission to conduct the business of 
the Commission efficiently.  Persons wishing to be present for a particular item are advised to arrive prior to 
the scheduled beginning of the meeting in order to avoid missing the presentation of items of interest. 
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plan” which is a policy level plan that will be an element of the multi-
modal Oregon Transportation Plan.  The plan includes a Vision 
statement and goals, policies, and strategies to support the transportation 
safety decision making and programs for the next twenty years and 
Emphasis Areas that focus safety activities for the next five years. 
Adoption of the plan by the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) 
and the Governor's appointed Oregon Transportation Safety 
Commission is scheduled for September 2016. 

 
  The website for the TSAP is:  

https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TD/TP/Pages/tsap.aspx and has links to 
the draft TSAP as well as information presented to the TSAP Policy 
Committee including the latest discussion on Emphasis Areas. 

 
Action: Presentation and informational item. 

 
4:30 p.m.  Item 3. Next Phases of the Newberg Dundee Bypass ............. Dave Haugeberg  
  (Yamhill County Parkway Committee)  
 
  The Yamhill County Parkway Committee continues to support and look 

for funding opportunities for the next phases of the bypass.  At the same 
time, properties within the alignment of next phase of the bypass are 
under immediate potential of development, and if developed, will make 
completion of the bypass more complicated and expensive.   

 
  In February, the Parkway Committee passed a resolution identifying 

protection of this right-of-way as the highest priority.  Mr. Haugeberg 
will discuss this issue with MWACT and identify steps that can be taken 
to ensure that the region realizes the full benefit of the Newberg-Dundee 
Bypass. 

   
 Action: Discussion item.  
 
4:40 p.m.  Item 4. Letter of Support: I-5 Widening (FASTLANE)  .  Dan Fricke, ODOT 
 

  ODOT is submitting a Fostering Advancements in Shipping and 
Transportation for the Long-term Achievement of National Efficiencies 
(FASTLANE) grant application to widen Interstate-5 (I-5) between 
Kuebler Boulevard and Delaney Street.  These funds would be in 
addition to the National Highway Freight Program formula funds that 
Oregon receives and was discussed at the last Policy Committee 
meeting.  The FASTLANE program is a new, national competitive grant 
program in the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act to 
fund critical freight and highway projects across the country.  The FAST 
Act authorizes $800 million in funding for the FASTLANE program for 
fiscal year 2016, with 25 percent reserved for rural projects and 10 
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percent for smaller projects.  ODOT can submit up to three FASTLANE 
grant applications. 

 
Widening I-5 to six lanes through Salem (including the section south of 
Kuebler Boulevard to Delaney Street) was approved by USDOT after 
the completion of the 1988 Final Environmental Impact Study and has 
been part of the SKATS Regional Transportation System Plan ever 
since.   

 
ODOT is requesting a letter showing MWACT’s support of the grant 
application. 

 
 Action: Motion for MWACT Chair to sign a letter of support for the application. 
 
5:00 p.m.  Item 5. ConnectOregon Update .........................................  Dan Fricke, ODOT  
   
  There are six projects within the MWACT area that submitted 

applications for ConnectOregon funds.  For these projects, staff will 
provide MWACT the ranking from the Statewide Modal Committees. 

 
  At the May 5th MWACT meeting, applicants will have five minutes to 

present their project proposals followed by five minutes for questions.  
This will be followed by MWACT members ranking the six projects.  
Similar to the ranking process used by MWACT in December for the 
Enhance Non-Highway projects, staff recommends that each member be 
asked to score the six projects as follows: 

 
  10 points - first (highest) priority project 
  8 points - second priority 
  6 points - third priority 
  4 points - fourth priority 
  2 points – fifth priority 
  1 point – sixth priority 
   
  Individual scores will be tallied to create a final score for each proposal. 
 
  The six ConnectOregon VI proposals within the MWACT area are 

posted on the MWVCOG website, at:  
http://www.mwvcog.org/programs/transportation-
planning/mwact/connect-oregon-vi/ 

   
  Please download and review the proposals prior to the May 5, 2016 

MWACT meeting.  If you need assistance, contact Lori Moore at 
lomoore@mwvcog.org 

 
Action: MWACT agreement on process for prioritizing projects in May. 



 
MWACT Agenda  Page 4 of 4 
April 7, 2016 

 
5:25 p.m.  Item 6. Other Business ..................................................... Chair Ken Woods, Jr. 
 

 Next MWACT meeting:  Thursday, May 5, 2016  -  
   Review and Prioritize ConnectOregon VI Proposals 
   ODOT Annual Construction Update for MWACT Area 

(Shane Ottosen) 
 

5:30 p.m. Item 7. Adjournment ....................................................... Chair Ken Woods, Jr. 



Summary 
 

Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation (MWACT) 
MWVCOG 

100 High St. SE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97301 

Thursday, February 4, 2016 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MWACT Members Present 
 

Val Adamson, Polk County Private Sector 
Kelly Amador ODOT Region 2 (Alternate) 
Val Adamson, Polk County Private Sector 
Bob Andrews, 99W/18 Corridor, Newberg Mayor 
Cathy Clark, 2016 Vice Chair, Keizer Mayor 
Jon George, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde (Alternate) 
Marcia Kelley, Salem-Keizer Transit 
Jim Lewis, Salem City Council 
Walt Perry, Jefferson City Council (Alternate) 
Craig Pope, Polk County Board of Commissioners 
Stan Primozich, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners 
Jim Sears, 99E/213 Corridor, Silverton City Council 
Della Seney, Hwy. 22E Corridor, Aumsville City Council 
Ken Woods, Jr., 2015 Chair, Dallas City Council 
 
MWACT Members Absent 
 
Sam Brentano, Marion County Board of Commissioners  
Kathryn Figley, I-5 Corridor, Woodburn Mayor 
Chris Mercier, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Tim Potter, ODOT Region 2 
Mitch Teal, Marion County Private Sector 
Cynthia Thompson, YCTA 
Ken Wright, Yamhill County Private Sector 
 
Others Present 
 

Dick Anderson, Citizen Interest 
Nancy Boyer, MWVCOG 
Jamey Demptster, ODOT 
Stephen Dickey, Salem-Keizer Transit 
Dan Fricke, ODOT Region 2 
Mike Jaffe, MWVCOG.SKATS Staff 
Steve McCoid Salem City Council 
Jennie Messmer, MWVCOG 
Lori Moore, MWVCOG-MWACT Staff 
Lisa Ness, ODOT 
Karen Odenthal, MWVCOG-SKATS 
Chad Olsen, City of Carlton 
Alex Phillips, ORPD 
Jae Pudewell, ODOT 
Cindy Schmitt, Marion County Public Works 
Ted Stonecliffe, Salem-Keizer Transit 

Draft Draft 
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Renata Wakely, MWVCOG 
Julie Warncke, Salem Public Works 
 
Agenda Item 1.  Call to Order – 3:30 p.m. – Introductions 
 

Chair Ken Woods, Jr., called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m.  Introductions were made.   
 

Summary of December 3, 2015: The summary of December 3, 2015, was approved as submitted by 
consensus of the members present. 

 

Public Comment:   There were no comments from the public. 
 
Comments from the Legislative Delegation:  There were no comments from the Legislative Delegation. 
 
OTC Comments:   There were no comments from the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC). 
 
Commission Discussion/Area Updates/MWACT Chair’s Report:     
 
Chair Ken Woods, Jr., reported that OTC members were complimentary related to the cooperation and 
coordination among MWACT members.  
 
Referencing the January 7, 2016, Oregon Governor’s Transportation Vision Panel Forum held in Keizer, 
Chair Woods commented that several MWACT members and alternates were among the attendees at the 
meeting.  He reminded commission members that the vision panel is an effort to develop a series of 
recommendations to the Governor that address transportation issues across all modes and regions of the 
state.  Forum participants discussed the preliminary findings, provided feedback related to the findings, 
and discussed regional transportation issues.  Transit availability and bicycle and pedestrian issues had the 
highest interest among the participants.  Freight issues, bottlenecks, and financing needed improvements 
of all kinds were also of interest.   
 
Commissioner Stan Primozich commented that he favors funding complete projects rather than using a 
piecemeal approach of funding pieces of, but not completing, projects.  
 
Agenda Item 2. Election of Officers 
 

Ken Woods, Jr., and Cathy Clark were re-elected chair and vice chair, respectively, of the commission for 
2016. 
 
Agenda Item 3. CARTS 
 
Ted Stonecliffe provided an overview of potential changes to the Chemeketa Area Regional 
Transportation System (CARTS).  CARTS serves transportation corridors in Marion and Polk Counties.  
 
There is a need for a CARTS master plan that includes the Wilsonville/Salem Express (Route 1X) and the 
Grand Ronde/Salem Express (Route 2X).  Existing conditions will be analyzed.  This analysis will 
include market and needs assessment along with review of service type vs. stakeholder and community 
preferences among other issues and factors. 
 
The final report is likely to be presented to the Salem-Keizer Transit District Board in early 2016.  The 
final network is likely to be determined by June 2016.  New service would likely begin in September. 
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Agenda Item. 4. FY 18-FY 21 STIP SuperAct Meeting of January 29, 2016  
 

Chair Ken Woods and vice-chair Cathy Clark provided an update related to the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Non-highway Enhance project proposals that were 
previously reviewed and prioritized by MWACT members.  Chairs and vice-chairs of the four 
ACTs in Region 2 (MWACT, NWACT, Cascades West ACT, and Lane ACT) met and reviewed 
proposals from Region 2.  They developed a 150 percent of available funding list for ODOT staff 
to scope.   

Chair Woods commented that it is likely that there will be more funding available than originally 
anticipated due to the passage of the federal transportation legislation-the FAST Act (Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation).  However, specific funding levels are unknown at this time.  
Referencing material distributed at the meeting, Chair Woods reported that three projects in the 
region were not advanced for scoping.  The remaining projects will scoped to determine actual 
project costs.  Following project scoping, the Region 2 ACTs will meet to reduce the 150 list to a 
final list of projects to recommend for funding.  Vice Chair Cathy Clark expressed confidence 
that MWACT projects will compete well with other Region 2 projects. 

Marcia Kelley announced that as the Yamhill County Transit Area is in need of some larger 
buses, the Salem-Keizer Transit District provided them with some of their older, large buses.  
She noted that transit districts try to get the maximum amount of use from their buses. 

Agenda Item 5. ConnectOregon VI 
 
Dan Fricke reminded committee members that the 2015 Oregon Legislature funded the 
ConnectOregon VI program.  He announced that six applications for CO VI funding were received from 
the MWACT Area.  There is one aviation project (Aurora Airport Runway Protection Zone), two 
bicycle/pedestrian projects (Newberg-Dundee Bypass Parallel Trail and Yamhelas Westsider Trail), and 
three rail projects (Marion Ag Service Rail Spur, Rock Train System Improvements, and Dallas Industrial 
Area Rail Improvement).  Mr. Fricke provided an overview of the projects and described the process that 
will be used for project prioritization.   
 
Committee members discussed the next steps in the ConnectOregon VI process including the timeline for 
the process.  Final project selection by the OTC is anticipated for August 2016. 
 
MWACT members will prioritize the area applications based on their own review and that of the modal 
committees.  Members considered options for review including spreading the process over two meetings 
or a single meeting with Steering Committee review prior to that meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 6. Other Business 
 
Commission members were requested to review their public contact information and provide updated 
information, as necessary. 
 
There will be no March 2016 MWACT meeting.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, April 7, 2016. 
Chair Woods adjourned the meeting at 4:43 p.m. 
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Transportation Commission allocates additional FAST Act funding to  
2018 – 2021 projects, programs 

ODOT News 
March 18, 2016 

 
For more information: ODOT Assistant Director Travis Brouwer, (503) 986‐4214 
 
SALEM ‐ The Oregon Transportation Commission on Thursday approved allocating additional federal 
funds to the 2018 – 2021 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. A majority of the funding 
will address the bridge, pavement and culvert preservation backlog on state highways and finish up the 
first component of ODOT’s seismic resilience plan to keep two critical freight routes operating after a 
Cascadia earthquake. The OTC also added funding for bicycle, pedestrian and transit projects. 
 
“We’re fortunate to be able to make this decision – one where we’re adding funds instead of taking 
them away,” said Commission Chair Tammy Baney. “Still, those funds need to be focused, and we 
decided to continue investments in projects and programs that reduce congestion, make state highways 
more earthquake‐resilient and increase transportation options.” 
 
The $196 million in additional funding comes from the recently approved federal Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act, or FAST Act, and will be allocated as follows: 
 

 $77 million in additional funding for “Fix‐It” Programs for bridge, pavement, culvert, and other 
preservation projects. 

 $35 million for the first phase of ODOT’s seismic resilience program, which will retrofit bridges 
on US 97 and OR 58 to ensure access to Oregon from the north and the south and allow access 
to the Willamette Valley from less impacted areas east of the Cascades. 

 $5 million for ADA ramps, in addition to $18 million already allocated. 

 $5 million for Enhance Non‐Highway program (bicycle, pedestrian and transit projects), in 
addition to $30 million already allocated. 

 $49 million for Freight. 

 $25 million for Strategic Investments.  
  
The projects in Freight and Strategic Investments will be selected as ODOT develops a freight bottleneck 
list and freight investment strategy. ODOT plans to use these funds to leverage federal funding 
opportunities, make strategic investments across the state, and fill in gaps in other programs. Projects in 
these categories will be brought to the OTC for consideration later this year. 
  
The FAST Act, signed into law in December, provides Oregon stable federal transportation funding 
through 2020 along with modest funding increases. This funding will benefit both the state and local 
governments, and much of it is focused on investments in freight projects that are critical to Oregon’s 
trade‐dependent economy. The commission approved funding levels for the 2018‐2021 STIP in July 
2015, but the additional funding from the FAST Act allowed the commission to add the new funding to 
critical transportation programs. 
  
“I would like to thank all members of Oregon’s congressional delegation for their votes in favor of FAST 
Act,” said ODOT Director Matthew Garrett. “In particular, I thank Congressman Peter DeFazio for his 
incredible work on behalf of Oregon’s transportation system. Oregon receives significantly more funding 
because Congressman DeFazio has been in a continuous position of leadership on transportation policy 
in Washington, DC.” 

## ODOT ## 
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Mid-Willamette Valley Area 
Commission on Transportation 

 

A local advisory body chartered by the Oregon Transportation Commission  
 

Chair Vice Chair 
Councilor Ken Woods, Jr. Mayor Cathy Clark 
City of Dallas City of Keizer 
 
April 7, 2016 
 
James T. Potter 
ODOT Area Manager 
885 Airport Road SE, Building P 
Salem, OR 97301-4788 
 
RE: FASTLANE Grant Application:  I-5 Widening Project – Kuebler to Delaney  
 
Dear Mr. Potter: 
 
The Mid-Willamette Area Commission on Transportation (MWACT) is comprised of Oregon elected 
officials from Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties representing the three-county board of commissioners, 
cities, transit agencies, the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, as well as private sector 
representatives from the three counties.   
 
Interstate-5 is the major corridor through the Willamette Valley connecting the mid-valley cities and 
counties to destinations in Portland, California, and Washington.  I-5 serves as a major transportation hub 
in the valley, since it connects to State Highway 22 (OR22) in Salem to provide freight connections to 
other parts of the mid-Willamette Valley as well as the Oregon coast and Eastern Oregon.  I-5 plays a 
critical role in the economic vitality of the Willamette Valley.  Oregon’s Office of Economic Analysis 
recently posted that the “Salem MSA [Marion & Polk counties] is projected to significantly outperform 
the rest of the state when it comes to future labor force growth.  In fact, Polk County ranks 1st and Marion 
County ranks 7th best among the state's 36 counties.”  [OEA, March 24, 2016]   
 
Widening I-5 to six-lanes through the Salem area has been included in area transportation plans for thirty 
years or more.  Over the last 20 years, most of the construction to widen I-5 in Salem has been completed 
including construction of the associated interchanges along I-5.  The final remaining piece of I-5 to be 
widened in the Salem area is between the Kuebler Boulevard and Delaney Road interchanges.  The lack 
of a six-lane section in that area causes bottlenecks resulting in recurring congestion and crashes 
(including two fatal crashes since 2010) which severely impacts the movement of both goods and people.   
 
The Mid-Willamette Area Commission on Transportation strongly supports ODOT’s FASTLANE grant 
application to construct an additional northbound and southbound lane on I-5 between the Kuebler 
Boulevard and Delaney Road interchanges in the Salem area.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Ken Woods, Jr., Chair 
Chair, Mid-Willamette Area Commission on Transportation   
 
KW:lm 
 
h:transport/MWACT/2016/April 2016/FASTLANE.doc 
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MWVCOG.ORG website to download the ConnectOregon VI project proposals within the MWACT area. 

In the Keyword Search box, type   “ConnectOregon”  

 


