November 9, 2020
To: ODDS Staff and Stakeholders, including individuals and families
From: Lilia Teninty, Director, Office of Developmental Disabilities Services
Subject: Two Week Pause on Social Activities
As Oregon continues to have record-setting cases of COVID-19, Gov. Kate
Brown announced a two-week pause on social activities in nine Oregon
counties where community transmission is on the rise.
The counties are: Baker, Clackamas, Jackson, Malheur, Marion,
Multnomah, Umatilla, Union, and Washington. These pause measures will
be in effect for two weeks, from Nov. 11 through Nov. 25. Details of the
pause are in the Governor’s press release and include limiting social
gatherings to your household, or no more than six people if the gathering
includes anyone from outside your household.
For ODDS, this also means going back to baseline status temporarily for
people who receive services in these counties. Effective Nov. 11, ODDS is
implementing visitor restrictions of only essential personnel in group homes
and I/DD foster homes. More detail is in the Residential/Foster Care
Worker Guide.
All group employment and Day Support Activities (DSA) are also paused,
unless they take place at an essential business or are provided to
individuals who reside together in the same household. More detail is
available in the Employment/DSA Worker Guide. If you are an employment
or DSA provider who delivers group or facility-based services, please notify
those you serve in those settings as soon as possible to tell them the
service is paused for two weeks. Case Management Entities should also
connect with providers in these counties and ensure providers are aware of
this new guidance.
We realize how difficult this situation is for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, their families and friends, as well as for
providers and case management entities. Ultimately, we must take

precautions to keep the health and safety of the people we serve at the
forefront.
Providers and case management entities should also be aware that
Oregonians with I/DD always have the choice to leave their home. ODDS
guidance emphasizes that residential providers may not prohibit a resident
of a home from leaving the home, nor can they deny re-entry to the home.
Providers and case managers should help people to understand any risks
of leaving the home, including offering alternative options. For instance, if a
person who uses ODDS services chooses to go out (for work, essential
services, recreation etc.), providers should help people understand any
risks and support the person to make a plan. The provider can encourage
the person to wear a mask and maintain physical distancing, and to
thoroughly wash their hands when they return. The individual’s case
management entity can get masks for them.
Thank you for your efforts to support people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their families.
Sincerely,

Lilia Teninty
Director
Office of Developmental Disabilities Services
Previous Director’s Messages are available at
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORSDISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx
Follow us on Facebook @oregonDHS.IDD or twitter @OregonODDS and
explore our website.
You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a
format you prefer. Contact the Oregon Office of Developmental Disabilities
Services at 503-945-5811. We accept all relay calls or you can dial 711.

