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Background 

• Federal regulations - Interstate  

 

• Oregon law - all CDL holders  

 

• Oregon Administrative Rules - adopted federal regulations 

 

• DMV collects medical cards from all CDL holders  



Medical Card Project 

 January 30, 2012 – DMV began: 

  Collecting copies of medical cards 

  Requiring drivers to certify driving type 

   

 January 30, 2014 – DMV now: 

 Collects a copy of the driver’s medical card  

                                     or 

 Cancels the CDL of any driver who does not submit one.  

 

 



National Registry 

 FMCSA  
• Developed training  

• Established the National Registry of Certified Medical 
Examiners 

 

 May 21, 2014 
• Regulations require interstate drivers to use a certified examiner 

 

 Oregon Examiners on the Registry 
• 370 Certified Examiners  

• Approximately 664 examiners signed up  

 



Regulation and Roles 

DMV 
• Does not verify the National Registry  Number 

• Does not reject medical cards that do not have a registry number 

 

Motor Carriers (employers) 
• Ensures medical card is issued by a National Registry  Examiner 

 

Legal Authority 

• Federal regulations are applicable to interstate drivers only 

• Oregon laws and administrative rules apply to all CDL holders 

 



MISPERCEPTIONS: 

• Federal Physical qualification standards have changed 

• Examiners  are unfairly denying or limiting medical cards 

• Federal regulations do not apply to “intrastate only” drivers 

• Certified examiners are unavailable 

 

ISSUES: 

• Employment Status – Some ODOT employees are not 
submitting medical cards prior to CDL cancellation 

• Cost – Employees receive short-term medical certificates with 
repeat visits and/or referrals to specialists 

• Qualifications – Medical standards apply to all Oregon CDL-
holders, including those who operate CMVs intrastate only 

 

 



RISK – Exceptions for intrastate CDL-holders 

• Transportation Safety 

• Negative Public Reaction  

• Non-certified medical examiners apply same standards 

• Disincentive for medical examiners to be trained/listed on 
registry 

 

DECISIONS 

• Should Oregon require all CDL drivers obtain a medical card 
issued by a trained medical examiner listed on the federal 
registry?  

• Should Oregon exempt  intrastate CDL holders from using an 
examiner on the registry?  

 



References 

• ORS  

807.100 Proof of Medical Qualification 

• OAR 

735-063-0050  CDL or Commercial Instruction Permit 
Medical Standards 

735-063-0060 Proof of Medical Qualification for CDL 
or Commercial Instruction Permit 

• 49 CFR 

383.73, 391.23, 391.41, 391.42, 391.43 and 391.51 

 

 


