Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Themes from Public Review

The following table highlights some of the themes apparent from comments submitted by stakeholders

during the Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan public review period (November 2015 — February 2016).

The table does not highlight all of the comments or themes that were raised, mostly those that were

frequent in number. A summary of changes made in response to the summarized themes are also

shown in the table below. This document is for discussion purposes with the Oregon Bicycle and

Pedestrian Plan Policy Advisory Committee (PAC), and ‘proposed changes made’ can be modified based

on PAC discussions.

Refer to the “Disposition Matrix” for a full list of all comments received with an accounting of how staff

proposed responses to each comment.

Comment Comment Summary Proposed Change Made

Theme

System Describe existing inventories in the | Added more detail on inventory and other data
Inventory existing conditions section (Chapter | used for existing conditions. Better cross-

2), and add network maps. referenced regional and local plans and
inventories. Added maps to illustrate sample of
data available and referenced links and data
sources to existing maps for the state system.

Complete inventories now and No change made. Conducting inventories across

include in the Plan; the state is already called for in Goal 2 of Chapter

[while other comments requested..] 3, with specific referen.ce .to the ATNI approach.
Completing such work is likely to take several

Region 1 Active Transportation years on the state system alone, and several

Needs Inventory (ATNI) needs to be | more on the local system. This plan identifies that

done across the state this work in a Key Initiative; once complete it can
better inform the next plan update.

To better illustrate the commitment to Key
Initiatives, a change was made to Chapter 5 that
specifies implementation work begin in the short-
term (0-5 years after plan adoption).
Existing The Plan should have more robust Added more detail on the system data used for
Conditions existing conditions information. existing conditions in Chapter 2. Note that the

existing conditions and not just a compilation of
system data, but also where developed through
identification of issues and opportunities
identified from state and local plans and
stakeholder comments.

For a more full explanation see the Disposition
Matrix responses (e.g. second row on page 1),
which discusses federal planning requirements
and differences in existing conditions across
plans.
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Comment
Theme

Comment Summary

Proposed Change Made

Safe Routes
to School

This plan should include more on
Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
infrastructure policies, not just
programmatic (education) policies

An additional strategy has been added to better
highlight the need for infrastructure investments
around schools, not just programmatic
investments. Schools were also already defined
as a high-need location in the plan and a priority
for investment.

In addition, other sections in the Plan were
expanded (Background and Policies) to better
highlight SRTS and also point to the
Transportation Options Plan and Transportation
Safety Action Plan which contain additional
information and policies covering SRTS.

Safety

The commitment to safety needs to
be clear, stronger language added
and strategies edited or added

Safety language was strengthened in several
parts of the plan including several strategies
under the safety goal. The largest number of
edited or new strategies have been made under
the safety goal. The existing goal language also
emphasizes the commitment to safety through
alignment with Vision Zero and the target of
eliminating fatalities and serious injuries.

In addition to the policy framework in this plan,
the Transportation Safety Action Plan is the
umbrella document for transportation safety in
Oregon and will further substantiate safety needs
and solidify a safety commitment in the State.

Language

Strengthen unequivocal language,
particularly under safety but in
other parts of the plan too

Strengthened safety language as described above
but also under other goals and throughout the
plan. Considered the state of understanding and
local flexibility needs when determining which
language to strengthen and to not.

Regional
Paths

The criteria under the Regional
Path policy may be too limiting,
especially for rural areas. The
35,000 population threshold is of
particular concern.

Collapsed the off-roadway improvements policies
and drew a nexus of such routes to the existing
prioritization framework of the plan, further
justifying how Regional Paths should be
considered “critical connections”. The Regional
Paths criteria have been modified, including
removing the population threshold.
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Comment Comment Summary Proposed Change Made
Theme
State Where in the plan does it specify Language on the requirements of the Oregon

Commitment

Encapsulates
Bike Bill and
Parallel
Routes
themes

commitment to adding walkways
and bikeways;

The parallel routes policy implies
that ODOT will not put walkways
and bikeways on state facilities

“Bike Bill” (ORS366.514) was added to Chapter 2
to clarify legal requirements already in place that
commit when walkways and bikeways be added.
In addition, Goal 2 emphasizes infill and several
parts of the plan talk about critical connections —
it is a top investment priority. Thus adding
walkways and bikeways is already a key
component of this plan, and adding language
about the Bike Bill is an attempt to make that
even more clear.

The parallel routes policy has been edited to
provide clarity in intent. The strategy was
intended to apply in the event ODOT meets a
Bike Bill exemption criteria, in which case the
State will work with a local jurisdiction to support
development of the parallel route.

US Bikeways

Add a US Bikeways designation in
the plan

A connectivity strategy was edited to allow for
consideration of such future designations.
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