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R����� 3:  S����������� O�����
Region 3 is the southwestern area of Oregon, which includes the southern Oregon coast and the 
metropolitan area formed by Medford, Ashland, Central Point, Talent and Phoenix.  

Project Highlights
Transportation System Plans in Coos Bay-North Bend:  Local governments in Oregon are required 
to prepare transportation system plans (TSPs) so that transportation needs can be comprehensively 
evaluated and transportation choices can be expanded.  A TGM grant enabled the neighboring 
towns of Coos Bay and North Bend to work together to meet this requirement in a coordinated, 
cost-effective way.  Using the same consultant, the two communities completed TSPs that provided 
new traffi c counts, safety recommendations, and updated street classifi cations.  Gaps in bicycle 
and pedestrian systems were identifi ed, as were ways to fi ll these gaps.  The plan also suggested 
streetscape improvements for the downtowns in both communities.  Coos Bay and North Bend have 
already adopted these TSPs and are moving forward with implementation. 

Street widths were an issue of special concern 
to both Coos Bay and North Bend during the 
planning process.  Because much of their land is 
hilly and therefore diffi cult to build on, standard 
street width requirements can cause unnecessary 
water runoff and other environmental problems 
while increasing road construction and 

maintenance costs.  Actions taken pursuant to the TSPs will enable both communities to exercise 
greater fl exibility with respect to street widths.  That, in turn, will enhance the prospects for new 
development that respects the area’s special topography.   

“One of the best things to come out of our 
TSP,” says Laura Barron, a Coos Bay 
planner, “is getting the authority to be 

more fl exible with our street standards.”  

It was a win-win 
for everyone,” says 

Sue Densmore, 
board member of 

the Medford Urban 
Renewal Agency, 
about the Jackson 

County Library’s new 
location.

Jackson County Library in downtown Medford                                  
 Credit:  Fletcher Farr Ayotte



1717

An Economic Boost for Downtown Medford:  The new Jackson County Library in downtown 
Medford celebrated its grand opening in April 2004.  TGM helped city offi cials work with local 
stakeholders to identify and agree on a site that met the needs of the public and community college 
libraries, was close to downtown retail stores and parking, and could be easily reached by car, 
bicycle, foot and public transportation.  The site selected meets the needs of city residents as well as 
those of 7,000 college students.  Its proximity to local transit means easier access for citizens who 
cannot – or choose not to – drive.  And by attracting over 1,000 visitors into the downtown daily, the 
library has already boosted the economic health of Medford’s central business district, thus helping 
the city to achieve economic development and transportation goals.  

Jacksonville:  In this southern Oregon 
town, a transportation-effi cient 
development project facilitated by 
TGM’s Quick Response program neared 
completion in 2004.  Jacksonville’s 
Nunan Square has already won praise 
for its pedestrian-friendly layout and 
compatibility with the town’s unique 
historic character.  
But this positive outcome seemed unlikely 
at fi rst, as the local planning commission 
had rejected an initial development 
proposal, for a conventional suburban 
subdivision, due to concerns about traffi c 
and incompatibility with Jacksonville’s 
historic architecture.  
At the city’s request, a TGM Quick 
Response team facilitated a discussion of 
design options for local offi cials, citizens, 
and the developer.  This helped to resolve 

differences among the various stakeholders and the new development subsequently moved forward.  
Nunan Square today includes many features that encourage short trips to be taken by foot: short 
blocks, well-connected streets, smaller lots, alleyways to accommodate cars and garages, narrow 
streets, and inviting walkways.  The Square’s circulation system distributes traffi c among a number 
of streets and allows traffi c to move through the neighborhood at safe speeds.  The end result of this 
facilitated discussion:  rapid approval of the revised project, whose developer has now completed 
construction on 64 new homes and three commercial structures.  
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LEGEND
 Current Projects in Cities

 Current Projects in Counties
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TGM G���� P������� �� R����� 3

• Estimated Total Population – 500,000

• Thirteen Percent of State’s Population

• Five Counties and Thirty-five Cities 

• Largest City – Medford (Pop. 69,220 - #7 
Statewide)

• Smallest City – Elkton (Pop. 150 - #227 
Statewide)

• One of the State’s Ten Largest Cities is in this 
Region

• State Highway Vehicle Miles Traveled – 3.1 
Billion
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2003-2005 G���� P�������
Central Point Highway 99 Corridor Plan ...............................................................$ 81,500
Myrtle Creek Transportation System Plan .............................................................$ 75,000
Reedsport Transportation System Plan .............................................................$ 80,000
Roseburg Transportation System Plan .............................................................$ 80,000
Talent Railroad District Master Plan ...........................................................$ 35,246
Rogue Valley Council Integrated Land Use and Transportation Plan Audits ......................$ 45,000 
of Govts 
Umpqua Regional Integrate Land Use and Transportation Assistance for Winston ......$ 46,500 
Council of Govts 

2003-2005 C�������� A��������� P�������
Gold Hill Quick Response, Rose/Sublette Property ........................................$ 39,000
Grants Pass Quick Response, Fairview & Terry Mixed Use Development ........$ 31,800
Talent Code Assistance ...............................................................................$ 21,210




