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SUBJECT:

Agenda __ ~ OR-22 Access Management Plan in Mill City
Requested Action:

Region 2 requests OTC adoption of the OR-22 Access Management Plan in Mill City as a facility plan. Adoption of this Plan will amend the Oregon Highway Plan (OHP) to include an Access Management plan for OR-22 within the city limits of Mill City. OTC adoption will establish policies to guide Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and local governments for managing operations and future modernization of this section of the state facility. This access management plan has been adopted into local comprehensive plans and development codes
Background:

Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the City of Mill City who have worked collaboratively to develop access management strategies for OR 22 within the city limits. Since OR 22 is a state facility under ODOT’s jurisdiction, ODOT is responsible for reviewing and approving access permits for the highway. Mill City is responsible for developing land use zoning throughout the City, including the land directly abutting OR 22, and for reviewing and approving the land uses (including site plans and circulation) along OR 22. The City of Mill City and ODOT proposed the development of this Access Management Plan to address the following issues using strategies that benefit the City, ODOT, and property owners along OR 22:

· Access Points: Years of uncontrolled access along OR 22 and adjacent local streets has

resulted in many driveway approaches that do not have ODOT access permits and that are not constructed to current ODOT standards (e.g. location, width, turning radii). This has resulted in numerous conflict points along the corridor.

· Parking: Although parking is not allowed along OR 22 a number of motorists park on the

shoulders when accessing property uses along OR 22. Performing parking maneuvers (e.g. backing into a traffic lane) along OR 22 poses safety risks to those parking and to through traffic on OR 22.

· Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation: A need has been identified to plan for pedestrian and bicycle circulation along OR 22 and to provide connectivity between OR 22 and Mill City’s downtown and residential areas.

· Local Street Network: Local traffic could use Alder Street as a parallel route to OR 22 if it is improved along with its access points at OR 22. This is particularly important during

summer and winter weekends when traffic volumes on OR 22 are at their highest. These

improvements would also allow highway traffic to use Alder Street as an alternate route in the event of a traffic incident or major emergency on OR 22 in Mill City.

· Clear Standards and Guidelines: Since strict adherence to current ODOT access spacing standards does not support existing land uses, this plan is needed to provide clear standards and guidelines to property owners and developers while also supporting the City’s future development vision.
The facility plan works to protect the function of the state highway and the adjacent local roadway system. Recommended improvements to the state highway and local streets are separated into short-range, mid-range and long-range projects. Other recommended improvements would provide traffic control at certain intersections for safe and efficient operations between connecting roadways and the state highway. 

Of special note is the closure of NW Alder and NE Alder at their intersection with OR-22 as identified in the plan.  The closure of these local street approaches necessitates the adoption of this plan as a facility plan.  
A series of plan, policy, and ordinance amendments were adopted by the city of Mill City on February 12, 2008 in support of this plan. OTC adoption of this Facility Plan will affirm its compatibility with the local comprehensive plans. Adoption of this Facility Plan will make the local actions already taken consistent with the state transportation plan. Adoption into the state plan also helps protect the decisions made locally consistent with The Planning Rule (TPR) requiring local plans be consistent with the state plan. Adoption by the OTC is the complimentary action to support the legal proceedings and actions that have been completed by the local agencies.

The Facility Plan is attached as exhibit “A.” ODOT findings of fact that demonstrate compliance with the modal plan amendment process and the facility plan adoption process are attached as exhibit “B.” Letters of compatibility from affected local jurisdictions are attached as exhibit “C.” Copies of the Facility Plan may be downloaded from the ODOT FTP via the link below:

ftp://ftp.odot.state.or.us/region2/Fox_Projects/Mill_City_AMP/Mill%20City%20AMP%20-%20Adopted.pdf 
Notification of this OTC action has been provided to each affected local

jurisdiction and the DLCD.
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