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RECAP

SFMS User Group Meeting
Meeting Date:
February 2, 2010
Time:


9:00 to 10:30 AM
Location:

Veterans' Auditorium
Attendees:

All SFMA Users
PLEASE REVIEW ALL HANDOUTS AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE APPROPRIATE STAFF.

	ITEM
 
	OTHER

	Welcome
	Trudy Vidal welcomed members of the User Group to the meeting

	Topic: Reminder: Stop Payment In SFMA
	Presenter: Trudy Vidal.
Trudy reminded users that the stop payment program has been in effect since May 26, 2009.  125 stop payments have been processed since that time.  More were expected at this point – thus the reminder.  

Trudy went over the important information regarding stop payments (see the handout).  Some specific points mentioned:

· The 24 month duration

· The $7.00 fee paid by SFMS

· The $100 minimum on stop payments

· The agency must re-voucher the payment if still owed

· Cancelled and rewrite warrants procedures have not changed

· Stop payment requests must come through SFMS

Examples were shown of the 44 screen for a stop payment.

A question was asked regarding checks.  Checks are not SFMA products.  Treasury has their own procedure for stop payments on checks.

	Topic: Alternatives to SFMA Reports on Microfiche
	Presenter: Trudy Vidal
With the change of the microfiche contractor and the increase in costs, SFMS is proposing some alternative media storage options.  Many agencies have indicated that control reports, although required to be stored, are hardly ever used.

SFMS proposes that CD-ROMs be used as an alternative.  One drawback is that they would have to be maintained at SFMS and the agencies would have to request the reports.  Also, CD-ROM would only be used to store control reports not requestable reports.  There is a concern that agencies should receive some control reports hard copy.
Also, agencies are presently receiving both microfiche and hard copy requestable reports.  SFMS recommends that the agencies choose one option or the other to conserve resources.

A consensus among agencies is needed to determine the viability of this proposal.

	ITEM
 
	OTHER

	Topic: Alternatives to SFMA Reports on Microfiche (Continued)
	A question came up about the possibility of receiving the reports electronically or to a dedicated printer capable of converting the data to a PDF file.  Follow-up:  After checking with DAS IT staff, SFMA can only route the report output to a printer ID.  There is software available that can automatically create a PDF after the mainframe has routed the report to a printer.  The same security issues that remote printer have would need to be considered before proceeding with this process.  If agencies have questions about the PDF alternative, please feel free to contact Trudy Vidal.  
Another question was asked about payroll reports.  This proposal only covers SFMA-generated reports.

	Topic: Error Correction on R*STARS
	Presenter: Dianne Lay
This information was created from the SFMS Desk Manual – Othe.1 and the Data Entry Guide, Chapter #4.  Dianne explained the following principles:

· Defined each Edit Mode and how transactions are processed for each

· Explained warning and fatal messages and their purpose
· Showed how to use the DAFR2151 Error Report and the 530 View Batch Header screen for viewing and correcting errors

· How the Payment Distribution Type (PDT) effects batch processing

· Other error correction terms and methods.
Important points brought out in the discussion:

· Interfaced transactions in batches on hold status should not be changed if the transactions do not have errors.  Doing so will cause a mismatch that will most likely have to be resolved with a clean-up.
· Only fatal errors will prevent a transaction from posting.  Warning errors notify of a possible problem in the future.

· Unless other fatal errors are present with them on the transaction, a warning error will not appear on the DAFR2151 R*STARS Error Report.

·  An "I" in the I/E: field on the 530 screen can be used to sift out only error transactions on large batches.

· Transactions deleted from an edit mode 3 batch will only be marked for deletion.  They will not be eliminated until after the nightly batch cycle.

· Care must be used when assigning PDTs to transactions in a batch.  Multiple PDTs on a document may cause it not to release.

· Pressing F10-Save and then F5-Next too quickly may cause invalid values to appear on the next input screen.

Agencies stated that different PDT’s within a document will sometimes process split warrants.  SFMS will research this scenario.  Some updates have been made to this handout.

	Topic: Deposit Reconciliation T-Codes
	Presenter: Imee Anderson

Imee explained the proper procedures for deposit reconciliation and correction of invalid General Ledger postings caused when different funds are used.  She explained how reversing original entries without considering the effect of the 13 screen reconciliation processes would leave an out of balance condition between GL accounts within funds.  She demonstrated the proper use of the 400 series BT transaction codes to correct these fund errors.  
A point was made by Silvar Rys this procedure should also be used for correction of grants as well as for funds.   This handout has been updated.


	Topic: 2010 Production Region Financial Archive Project
	Presenter: Alan Park

Alan gave some details of the upcoming Archive Project run scheduled for Friday, April 30th, 2010.  
Important Points:

· All financial data will be archived with effective dates up to and including June 31, 2006 (With the exception of appropriate capital construction and "like" capital construction).

· The IT file will be inactivated after the Friday, Apr 30 batch cycle through Monday, May 3, 2010.

· No warrants will be produced during that time.  Only emergency wire transfers will be authorized from SFMS during that period.

	Topic: D73 Cash Funds
	Presenter: Terry Polston

Terry explained the purpose of the D73 Cash Fund Profile and the procedures for requesting one.
Important points:

· D73 Cash Funds are NOT a requirement.  They are a tool the agencies can use for cash control.
· All D23 funds within a D73 cash fund must point to a single Treasury fund.

· A GF appropriation number is only used on the D73 if linking is used.

· D73s must be created at the same time as the D23.  They cannot be added after the fact.


Next meeting: 

May 25th, 2010
9:00 – 10:30 AM
Veterans' Auditorium
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