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Driver Education Program Update 
 

William A. Warner, Driver Education Program Manager 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 

Welcome to another edition of the ODOT-TSD Driver Education newsletter!  There 
are so many things to talk about, I literally don’t know where to start. 
 
First, we held our first informational webinar on February 9th at 7:00 pm on the topic 
of HB 2140.  Troy Costales and I addressed the questions from the previous 
roundtable session that was held in Clackamas last October and added the 
questions that participants offered during the webinar.  It was a lot of fun for both of 
us and we appreciated the thoughtful questions and comments from folks all over 
the state of Oregon who attended via the web.  A theme became clear throughout 
this second roundtable; providers are watching closely to see not only the progress 
HB 2140 might have on the Tri-County area, but also how their areas might be 
affected by this legislation.  We heard great input and took lots of notes.  These are 
available from Shari Davis if you request them from her via e-mail. 
 
Then on Friday, February 18th, HB 2140 had its first hearing.  What an exciting time 
for us as we listened to individuals give testimony on behalf of the bill.  Every single 
participant went on record as in favor of the bill, which is very helpful as we face the 

challenges inherent with legislation of this sort.  We will continue to keep you posted as the next hearings are announced so that you can 
provide support for this much needed enhancement to driver education in the Tri-County area. 
 
HB 2210, the Bill that proposes to add “counties” to the list of providers also got its first hearing.  At that hearing, a unanimous vote was taken to 
send it to the floor with a “do pass” recommendation.  Later in that same hearing, the panel amended their vote to send it to ways and means 
since it had minor fiscal impact.  HB 2210 should move right on through the process successfully! 
 
Next, we are approaching our annual Pacific NW Driver and Traffic Safety Conference in just a few days!  I am so excited for you all to meet 
Gordon Graham, our keynote speaker and session presenter.  When I first heard Gordon talk about customer service and the historical trends 
with which advancements have been made, it was anything but boring.  It is my hope that you will be able to take a revised perspective of what 
we do as traffic safety educators and ramp up your “CEP” (Customer Engagement Profile).  Now, more than ever, we need to engage our clients 
in our message of risk reduced driving. 
 
Finally, we are beginning the process of responding to the national assessment provided by NHTSA last December.  There are some really 
great recommendations and we are hard at work in the process to change, rearrange and revise the way we do driver education here at 
Transportation Safety.  Sneak Peek: Student completion certificates and Instructor certification are all the buzz in our offices.  Stay tuned for the 
next issue of the Driver Education Newsletter for more information as things develop.  
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Student Completion Seals 
William A. Warner, Driver Education Program Manager 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 
So many of you have called or e-mailed the TSD office with questions and concerns about the completion seals we currently send out for 
successful completion of the approved course that I felt the need to address this situation again. 
 
We are currently revising the entire system of how we acknowledge student completion.  The “seals” as we know them were only supposed to 
be a temporary process when they were implemented, thus no great security enhancements (numbering, etc.) were used.  We are moving 
toward issuing a uniform, wallet-sized certificate for each successful completion of an approved driver education program.  Students won’t lose 
them as easy and DMV field offices will no longer have to “verify” all of the different certificates that are currently used throughout the state. 
 

We know this means changing the way we do business.  As you have temporarily begun requesting 
seals class-by-class, the same process will be used for issuing the new certificates.  At the beginning 
of your course, you will send in (via SDES) your student list and TSD will issue the entire set of 
completion certificates within 2-3 weeks.  Since no course can be finished in less than 5 weeks in 
Oregon, there will be plenty of time to receive and verify the name and permit number on each 
certificate before it is issued to the student who passes driver education.  For any students who do not 
complete the course; just return their certificate with your next reimbursement submission.  It is as 
simple as that. 

 
We have a few more challenges to address but already have DMV in the process and they are favorable to the proposed changes.  One of the 
challenges will be what to do about lost certificates for DMV’s sake.  (Copies for Insurance discounts will be handled by a letter on your school’s 
letterhead stating the original certificate is lost but the student did indeed complete the course).   
 
So, in the meantime, continue to order seals as you have classes; the earliest the new certificates and procedures may be in place will be 
sometime around September/October of 2011.  
 
 
 

Now, the Opportunity to Identify a Second Contact Person! 
 
By Mary DeFerrari, Quality Assurance Specialist 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division  
 
Annually, on the Assurance Form you provide to our office, you are asked to identify your Program Coordinator. Recently we have noticed 
names of people who only remotely appear to be related to driver education, such as the person with district signature authority or the financial 
person who prepares reimbursement request forms. We don’t believe you want these people to serve as our primary point of contact for all 
issues related to driver education.  
 
We have decided to modify the Assurance Form to allow you to identify a second person.  This is how it will work: 
 

 Program Coordinator. You will first identify your Program Coordinator, as usual. This is the person who pulls everything together 
and the person we contact to schedule compliance review or to ask general questions. We rely on the Program Coordinator to 
gather and distribute information. The Program Coordinator is our single point of contact who may not know all the answers, but 
knows where to find them. Many programs assign the task to a lead instructor, an administrative assistant, or another detail-
oriented person.   

 
 Second Contact. Next, you may identify a second contact person. This may be your business manager, your principal, or 

someone from your finance office. You are NOT required to name a second person. This is only if you would like us to have that 
information.    

 
If you would like to change your contact information, please notify Shari Davis by email Shari.C.Davis@ODOT.state.or.us or phone 
503.986.4291.   
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FORD DRIVING SKILLS FOR LIFE ANNOUNCES 2ND ANNUAL "BELT IT OUT" 
TEEN SAFE DRIVING SONGWRITING CONTEST 

 
 
 

DEARBORN, Mich., Jan. 31, 2011 -- Ford Motor Company Fund is intensifying its efforts to educate teen drivers about the dangers of 
distracted driving - such as texting while driving - through its nationwide Ford Driving Skills for Life (Ford DSFL) program. Back by popular 
demand, Ford DSFL announces that the popular songwriting contest, "Belt it Out," will return for a second consecutive year. Teens ages 15-19 
are encouraged to compose and perform original songs focusing on distracted driving. 
 
Ford DSFL was created in 2003 in partnership with the Governors Highway Safety Association to combat the #1 killer of teens, vehicle crashes. 
It is one of the nation's most comprehensive teen driver safety programs. Ford DSFL offers learning tools such as hands-on driving events and 
an interactive website (www.drivingskillsforlife.com) that features learning modules, quizzes, car care videos, and games. Free educator packets 
are available for students, parents, educators and community organizations. 
 
Teens are invited to visit www.drivingskillsforlife.com to find a complete description of the contest and the application. Applications will be 
accepted from February 1-May 1, 2011. The public will be invited to visit www.drivingskillsforlife.com on June 1st to help select the top five 
finalists that will compete for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place grand prizes. 
 
Winners of the competition will be announced on www.drivingskillsforlife.com in July of 2011. "We are very pleased to offer this exciting program 
to teen drivers for the second consecutive year," stated Jim Graham, Community Relations Manager, Ford Motor Company Fund. "Belt it Out is 
an outstanding opportunity for teens to educate their peers about the dangers of distractions through creativity."  

 Ford Motor Company Fund and the Governors Highway Safety Association are intensifying their effort to educate teen drivers about 
the dangers of distracted driving -- such as texting while driving -- through the nationwide Ford Driving Skills for Life (Ford DSFL) 
program.  

 Teens ages 15-19 are encouraged to compose and perform original songs focusing on distracted driving through a national 
songwriting competition entitled "Belt it Out."  

 1st place winners will receive $5,000 savings bonds, 2nd place winners will receive $3,000 savings bonds, and 3rd place winners will 
receive $1,000 savings bonds.  

 Vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for teens, and inexperience and distractions play key roles in this alarming statistic. 
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     On-Line Continuing Education 
     Courses Through  
     Chemeketa Community College 
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