Occupant Protection

Link to the Transportation Safety Action Plan: Action #50

Action #50
Continue public education efforts aimed at increasing proper use of safety belts and child restraint systems. 

The Problem
· Non-use of Restraints:  During 2006 in Oregon, observed use surveys indicated three percent of passenger car occupants, seven percent of pickup truck occupants and twelve percent of sports car occupants did not use restraints.  Seven percent of child passengers under age four and forty-eight percent of booster-seat aged children (aged five to eight) were not riding in age-appropriate restraint systems.  During 2005, crash reports indicated thirty-nine percent of motor vehicle occupant fatalities were unrestrained; this includes eleven percent reported as use unknown and one-half percent reported as improper use.
· Improper Use of Safety Belts:  Some adult occupants inadvertently compromise the effectiveness of their belt systems and put themselves or other occupants at severe risk of unnecessary injury by using safety belts improperly - placing the shoulder belt under the arm or behind the back, securing more than one passenger in a single belt system, using only the automatic shoulder portion of a two-part belt system (where the lap belt portion is manual), or placing a child into a belt system before it fits correctly.
· Improper Use of Child Restraint Systems:  Drivers are confused by the multitude of child restraint models, changing laws and changing “best practice” recommendations.  Children must graduate through a series of different types of restraints until they are large enough to fit in an adult lap/shoulder belt. This requires that caregivers learn to use a new type of child restraint at one year, four years, and six to eight years in each child’s development.
· Affordability of Child Restraint Systems:  Low income families and caregivers may have difficulty affording the purchase of child safety seats or booster seats, particularly when they need to accommodate multiple children.  This leads to non-use or to reuse of second-hand seats which may be unsafe for various reasons.
Observed Use Survey Results, 2003 - 2006


98-02
% Change


Average
2003
2004
2005
2006
2003-2006
Total Occupant Use
89.0%
91.0%
94.0%
96.0%
97.0%
6.6%

Safety Belt Use

Driver
88.2%
92.0%
94.0%
96.0%
96.0%
4.3%


All passengers 4 years and older
86.4%
87.0%
92.0%
95.0%
96.0%
10.3%


Passengers 9 – 15 years of age
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
98.0%
N/A
Observed Use Survey Results, 2003 - 2006 (continued)

98-02
% Change


Average
2003
2004
2005
2006
2003-2006
Use by Gender

Driver:
Male
85.0%
89.0%
93.0%
94.0%
95.0%
6.7%


Female
92.0%
94.0%
96.0%
97.0%
98.0%
4.3%

Passenger 4 Years & Older:

Male
84.4%
84.0%
92.0%
93.0%
96.0%
14.3%


Female
87.6%
89.0%
92.0%
95.0%
96.0%
7.9%

Child Restraint Use

Under one year of age
80.4%
81.0%
88.0%
97.0%
94.0%
16.0%


Under four years of age
95.0%
96.0%
97.0%
98.0%
99.0%
3.1%


Booster seat use, ages five to eight *
N/A
20.0%
44.0%
34.0%
52.0%
160.0%

Child Seat Present

Under one year of age (rear-facing) *
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
94.0%
N/A


Age one to four years (forward-facing) *
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
93.0%
N/A

Child Position in Vehicle

Child seat/booster in rear of vehicle
81.0%
93.0%
94.0%
96.0%
97.0%
4.3%


Children 12 and under in rear of vehicle *
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
83.0%
N/A
Source:  ODOT – TSD 2006 Occupant Protection Observation Study, Intercept Research Corporation. This Study employs trained surveyors to examine, from outside the vehicle, safety belt use (lap & shoulder) and three child restraint installation criteria: direction seat faces, whether harness straps are fastened, and whether seat is secured to vehicle.
* Asterisked categories were added to survey beginning in 2006 to better assess Oregon progress relative to USDOT- NHTSA “best practice” recommendations and to gauge compliance with changes to Oregon restraint laws.  The criteria for booster seat use was expanded in 2006 to cover five to eight year olds (best practice), instead of four and five year olds (ages covered by Oregon’s booster law) as in previous years.
Occupant Use Reported in Crashes, 2003 – 2006


98-02
% Change


Average
2003
2004
2005
2006
2003-2006

Percent of Fatals Restrained
49.6%
55.0%
59.8%
60.8 %
56.8%
3.3%


Total occupant fatalities
363
404
346
365

352
-12.9%

PERCENT OF INJURED RESTRAINED
90.7%
92.7%
93.7%
92.6%
92.8%
0.1%


Total injured occupants
26,504
26,110
25,184
26,487
27,014
3.5%

INJURED < AGE 8, IN CHILD RESTRAINT
35.8%
48.6%
56.9%
57.1%
61.7%
26.92%


Total injured occupants under age eight
962
860
872
907
849
-1.2%

Source:  ODOT Crash Analysis and Reporting; includes only those coded as “Belt Used” or “Child Restraint Used.”  Does not include improper or unknown use.
Goals
· Increase the statewide average of the general population using vehicle safety restraints, as determined by the statewide Oregon Occupant Protection Observation Study, from 97% to 100% by the year 2010.
· Increase booster seat use, as determined by the statewide Oregon Occupant Protection Observation Study, from 52% to 70% by 2010.
Performance Measures
· Increase the percentage of children under one year of age who are being transported in vehicles equipped with child safety seats from 94% to 96% by December 31, 2008.
· Increase the percentage of vehicles equipped with child safety seats, if transporting children ages one to four years old, from 93% to 95% by December 31, 2008.
· Increase the percentage of vehicles equipped with booster seats, if transporting children ages five to eight years old, from 52% to 62% by December 31, 2008. (This is a new category for data collection beginning with the 2006 survey.  It complements national “best practice” age criteria for booster seat use.)
· Increase the percentage of children aged twelve and under, who are being transported in rear seating positions, from 83% to 87% by December 31, 2008. (This is a new category for data collection beginning with the 2006 survey. It complements national “best practice” age criteria for rear seating.)

· Increase public awareness of child safety seat/booster seat laws and awareness of reliable sources of information on proper child seat/booster use, as determined by ODOT TSD’s annual public attitude survey.
Strategies
· Continue public education efforts aimed at educating the public regarding Oregon law and increasing proper and consistent use of safety belts and child restraint systems.

·  Expand outreach to “new” audiences. 

·  Provide funding for law enforcement agencies to conduct overtime enforcement of safety belt/child restraint laws and to heighten enforcement visibility through news media contacts, safety belt/child seat inspections, and other promotional activities.

· Provide funding for statewide coordination of child passenger safety technician training, technician certification, and child seat inspections.

· Promote correct use of child restraint systems among the general public, parents, child care providers, health professionals, emergency medical personnel, law enforcement officers, and the court system.

· Maintain statewide pool of Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPSTs) who can routinely provide child safety seat check-ups to meet demand within their local communities.
· Subsidize purchase of child safety seats for no or low-income families.

· Target marketing and enforcement campaigns to low-use rate populations. 

· Support efforts to keep Oregon restraint laws compatible with national “best practice” recommendations.
Project Summaries
SECTION 157
Statewide Services Project (Intercept Research)

$90,000
Three statewide observed use surveys will be conducted and reported to TSD. Two of the surveys, required by NHTSA, will be conducted surrounding the “Click It or Ticket” enforcement and will observe driver and right front seating.  A third survey will observe all seating positions.

TSD Regions - Enhancement of Community Level Programs 
$75,000
This project, to be implemented by TSD’s Regional Traffic Safety Coordinators, will provide for equipment, supplies, and/or technical training to enhance the quality or capacity of local safety belt alternative sentencing programs, child seat fitting stations, child seat distribution sites, and/or law enforcement training in CPS. This project is intended to help upgrade or fill gaps in occupant protection programs on a Regional basis toward more consistent statewide coverage.
SECTION 163

Statewide Services Project (Gard & Gerber/TSD)

$130,000

This project will fund contracted design and distribution of public information/education campaign materials. This grant also provides in-house development of public information/education campaign materials including design, adaptation, translation/diversity outreach, reproduction and distribution of printed or taped media -- primarily for ODOT Storeroom distribution to public upon request.
SECTION 402

OSP Safety Belt Overtime Enforcement
$85,000

Year-round overtime enforcement will be conducted by state police field units towards increasing compliance with safety belt/child restraint laws with coordination by OSP Patrol Division.  Concurrent enforcement of speed and DUII laws will be included.  Participating agencies will attend pre-blitz training, coordinate with media, and conduct three (3) two-week enforcement blitzes.

TSD - Occupant Protection Law Enforcement Training
$65,000

TSD staff will design and deliver two (2) Three Flags Campaign pre-blitz training workshops. This grant covers costs of conference facilities, participant food/lodging, speakers, announcements, meeting materials, follow-up mailings, and program awards and incentives.
ACTS Oregon Child Safety Seat Resource Center
$180,000

The Center will provide the following ongoing services using a demand-based, first-come first-served approach to annual programming: nationally standardized child passenger safety training for technicians/instructors; informational presentations to parent, civic and other groups; technical assistance and referral services via 1-800 telephone line and website; and assistance with local inspection station staffing/coordination/advertising.
SECTION 405

OACP Safety Belt Overtime Enforcement
$375,000

Year-round overtime enforcement will be conducted by local police departments towards increasing compliance with safety belt/child restraint laws with coordination by Oregon Association Chiefs of Police. Concurrent enforcement of speed and DUII laws will be included.  Participating agencies will attend pre-blitz training, coordinate with media, and conduct three (3) two-week enforcement blitzes.
OSSA Safety Belt Overtime Enforcement
$82,000

Year-round overtime enforcement will be conducted by local sheriff's offices towards increasing compliance with safety belt/child restraint laws with coordination by Oregon State Sheriffs Association.  Concurrent enforcement of speed and DUII laws will be included.  Participating agencies will attend pre-blitz training, coordinate with media, and conduct three (3) two-week enforcement blitzes.



SECTION 2011

OSSA Safety Belt Overtime Enforcement
$270,000

Year-round overtime enforcement will be conducted by local sheriff's offices towards increasing compliance with safety belt/child restraint laws with coordination by Oregon State Sheriffs Association.  Concurrent enforcement of speed and DUII laws will be included.  Participating agencies will attend pre-blitz training, coordinate with media, and conduct three (3) two-week enforcement blitzes.
TSD Regions - Child Restraints for No-Income or Low-Income
 $200,000

Booster and child seats will be purchased for distribution to no or low income families, considering priority needs identified in the DHS’ Oregon Public Health study completed for TSD in FY2007.  This project will ensure consistent eligibility criteria for recipient families and tracking of seat distribution relative to the county-by-county needs described in the DHS study report.
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