
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health Licensing Agency 
700 Summer St. NE,  Suite 320 

Salem, Oregon 97301-1287 
Telephone (503) 378-8667 

FAX (503) 585-9114 
E-Mail: ohla.info@state.or.us 

Website: www.Oregon.gov/OHLA 
 REVISED 7/14/11 

WHO:   Oregon Health Licensing Agency 
   Environmental Health Registration Board 
    
WHEN:   Tuesday, July 19, 2011 – 9 am 
 
WHERE:  Oregon Health Licensing Agency 
   Rhoades Conference Room 
   700 Summer St NE, Suite 320 
   Salem, Oregon 
 
 
What is the purpose of the meeting? 
The purpose of the meeting is: 

• To adopt permanent administrative rules under Chapter 338 Division 5 through 30.  The Board will 
review public comment received by the agency since rulemaking process began in January 2011.   

 
Permanent administrative rules include but are not limited to general housekeeping issues, trainee requirements, 
work experience, equivalent supervisors, application requirement for each registration type and examination 
requirements. 
 

• Determine whether a supervisor possesses equal qualifications to that of a registered environmental health 
specialist  

 
 
Please use appropriate language, manners and protocols when conducting board business. A working lunch may 
be served for board members and designated staff in attendance. Please visit 
http://egov.oregon.gov/OHLA/EHS/meetings.shtml for current meeting information.  
 
Is the public or licensees allowed to attend the meeting? 
Yes. Members of the public are invited and encouraged to be in attendance at all board/council meetings. All 
public audience members are asked to sign-in on the attendance roster prior to the meeting. Comments may be 
heard under public comment at the end of the meeting. Please wait to be recognized by the Chairperson prior to 
commenting. 
 
Is it possible to watch the meeting live on the internet? 
Yes. You may access the meeting at https://oregon.ilinc.com/join/kxbypsz (Link provided is specific to this 
meeting date) If you need assistance accessing the meeting contact the iLinc Join Help Desk at 1-800-799-4510, 
and select option “1.” 
 
What if the board/council enters into executive session? 
Prior to entering into executive session the board/council chairperson will announce the nature of and the 
authority for holding executive session, at which time all audience members are asked to leave the room with the 
exception of news media and designated staff. Executive session would be held according to ORS 192.660. 
 
No final actions or final decisions will be made in executive session. The board/council will return to open 
session before taking any final action or making any final decisions. 
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EHRB 7/12/2011 
 

ISSUE 
 
Determine whether the supervisor for Rhonda Robb, Marla Harrison, possesses equal qualifications to 
that of a registered environmental health specialist. 
  
DISCUSSION 
 
According to the Oregon Statutes and Administrative Rules below, the board must determine if Marla 
Harrison who works for the Port of Portland as an Environmental General Manager, possesses the 
qualifications equivalent to a Registered Environmental Health Specialist. Ms. Harrison appears to meet 
the educational and training requirements of an Environmental Health Specialist. The following 
supporting documentation related to Ms. Harrison’s qualifications are included: 
 
• Transcripts showing bachelor’s degree and 45 science credits; 
• Two years work experience; 
• Position description showing duties related to environmental health 
• Job duties relating to environmental health for the trainee, Rhonda Robb. 
 
Pursuant to ORS 700.025(2), Ms. Harrison is exempt from holding a license as an Environmental Health 
Specialist because she is a licensed professional engineer. Refer to the Oregon Revised Statutes and 
Oregon Administrative Rules listed below in determining qualifications.  
 
700.010 
(3) “Environmental health specialist” means a person who by education, training and experience in the 
sanitary, biological and physical sciences is qualified to perform duties in environmental sanitation, 
including but not limited to scientific investigation and education and counseling in environmental 
sanitation. 
(5) “Environmental sanitation” means the art and science of applying sanitary, biological and physical 
science principles and knowledge to improve and control the environment and factors therein for the 
protection of the health and welfare of the public. 
 
700.035 
 (4) An environmental health specialist trainee shall be supervised by a registered environmental health 
specialist or a person possessing equal qualifications as determined by the board. [1967 c.476 §5; 1983 
c.189 §2; 1995 c.572 §9; 2003 c.547 §94; 2005 c.648 §106] 
 
700.025 Persons not required to register. The provisions of ORS 700.020 (2) do not apply to: 
(2) Any person who is a sanitary engineer, public health engineer or registered professional engineer. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Determine through review of credentials that Marla Harrison possesses equivalent qualifications to that 
of a registered environmental health specialist and is approved to train Rhonda Robb. 
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EHRB  7-19-2011 
 

ISSUE: 
 
Adopt, amend and repeal certain Environmental Health Registration Board 
permanent administrative rules. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Review and consider hearing officer recommendations and public comment, 
received from March 1, 2011 through June 28, 2011.   
 
The following is a summary of changes including revisions made to the proposed 
administrative rules which are noted in italics below: 

338-005-0020 Definitions 

Align definitions with statutory requirements, reduce to avoid duplication and 
modify for readability.  Number of definitions reduced from 31 to 11. 

338-005-0030 Fees 

Amend fees to allow all environmental health and waste water specialist 
including trainees to receive an annual registration.  Environmental health 
specialist trainees may be qualified for three subsequent renewals.  Delete 
trainee extension and restoration to align with statutory requirements. 

338-010-0015 Environmental Health Application  
 
Amend application requirements for environmental health specialist’s (EHS) 
including specific pathways which align with statutory requirements. 
 
Registration Pathway 1 Qualification through EHS trainee:  
 

• Qualifying Bachelors Degree 
o Official transcript showing attainment of a bachelors degree with 45 

science hours; 
o Proof of 4,000 hours as a trainee under a supervisor under ORS 

700.030 or OAR 338-010-0065; 
o Pay examination fee; 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years preceding the date of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 
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• Qualifying Graduate Degree 
o Official transcript showing attainment of a graduate degree in public or 

community health; 
o Proof of 2,000 hours as a trainee under a supervisor under ORS 

700.030 or OAR 338-010-0065; 
o Pay examination fee; 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years preceding the date of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 

 
Registration Pathway 2 Reciprocity 

 
• Submit official transcript showing attainment of qualifying degree; 
• Submit affidavit of licensure with current active status form a regulatory 

body or national association; and 
• Pay registration fees. 

 
Registration Pathway 3 Equivalent Education and Experience: 
 

• Bachelors Degree 45 science hours: 
o Official transcript showing attainment of a bachelors degree with 45 

science hours; 
o Proof of 4,000 qualifying work experience pursuant to OAR 338-010-

0070 a under a qualifying supervisor under OAR 338-010-0065; 
o Examination fee 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years of the day of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 

 
• Graduate Degree in Public or Community Health: 

o Official transcript showing attainment of a graduate degree in public or 
community health; 

o Proof of 2,000 qualifying work experience pursuant to OAR 338-010-
0070 a under a qualifying supervisor under OAR 338-010-0065; 

o Examination fee 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 
      three years preceding the date of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 
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338-010-0016 Waste Water Application  
 
Revise application requirements for waste water specialist’s (WWS) including 
specific pathways which align with statutory requirements. 
 
Registration Pathway 1 Qualification through WWS trainee:  

• Qualifying Bachelors Degree 
o Official transcript showing attainment of a bachelors degree with 45 

soil science hours; 
o Proof of 4,000 hours as a trainee under a supervisor under ORS 

700.053 or OAR 338-010-0065; 
o Pay examination fee; 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years of the day of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 

 
• Qualifying Graduate Degree 

o Official transcript showing attainment of a graduate degree in soil 
science; 

o Proof of 2,000 hours as a trainee under a supervisor under ORS 
700.053 or OAR 338-010-0065; 

o Pay examination fee; 
o Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years of the day of application; and 
o Pay registration fees. 

 
Registration Pathway 2 Reciprocity 

• Submit official transcript showing attainment of qualifying degree; 
• Submit affidavit of licensure with current active status form a regulatory 

body or national association; and 
• Pay registration fees. 

 
Registration Pathway 3 Graduate Degree and Certification: 

• Official transcript showing attainment of a graduate degree in soil science; 
• Proof of current credential as a professional soil scientist; 
• Examination fee 
• Proof of having completed and passed a board approved exam within 

three years of the day of application; and 
• Pay registration fees. 
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338-010-0017 

Application for Registration as an Environmental Health Specialist Trainee 

Revise application requirements for EHS trainee to align with statutory 
requirements by submitting proof of a bachelor degree with 45 science hours or 
15 hours in science courses and five years experience (10,000 hours). Requiring 
passage of a board approved examination prior to obtaining trainee registration.   
 
338-010-0025 

Application for Registration as a Waste Water Specialist Trainee 

Revise application requirements for WWS trainee to align with statutory 
requirements by submitting proof of a bachelor degree with 45 soil science hours 
or a graduate degree in soil science. 
 
338-010-0030 
 
General Examination Information 
 
Streamlined the examination requirements including scheduling, languages, 
approved items available during certain examinations, computer based testing, 
monitoring, prohibitions and consequences.  
 
338-010-0033 
 
Examination Retake: Qualification 

Revise retake examinations including scheduling, and number of failed 
examinations allowed and procedures for retaking.   Also additional training after 
failing the 3rd attempt is not considered trainee work experience. 

338-010-0035 

Exemption 

Deletes subsection (1) and (2) do to redundancy in the statute and no statutory 
authority to add exemptions.   

  



5 
 

338-010-0038  

Environmental Health and Waste Water Registration Issuance and Renewal  

Revise to align renewal with agency standards and protocols.  Protocol for 
registration holder include renew, renew late up to 3 years, and after 3 years 
reapply.   Additionally clarify that continuing education must be maintained the 
registration is active or inactive. 

338-010-0050 

Environmental Health Trainee Registration Standards 

Allows for two one year renewals for trainee registration if the trainee was not 
working full time and if the trainee was originally issued a two-year registration.   

Allows for three one year renewals for trainee registration if the trainee was not 
working full time and if the trainee was originally issued a one-year registration.   

Renewals must be submitted six months before the registration becomes invalid. 

Requires that any EHS trainees who renew their registration after August 1, 
2011, be required to take and pass the Oregon laws and rules examination prior 
to receiving a trainee registration. 

OAR 338-010-0065 

Equivalent Supervisor Experience 

Adopt new rule to specify who is an equivalent supervisor including education 
and training requirements 

OAR 338-010-0070 

Qualifying Work Experience 

Specifies qualifying work experience used through the administrative rules 
including food processing, federal work, management of national chain 
restaurants.  This rules also excludes what is not considered to be qualifying 
work experience. 

 338-020-0030 

Continuing Education Requirements 

Amend due to agency protocols. 
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338-020-0050 

Continuing Education: Audit, Required Documentation and Sanctions 

Revise to clarify auditing procedure for registrants including consequences for 
providing incomplete continuing education documentation. 

338-030-0020 

Investigative Authority 

Delete due to redundancy in statute. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt permanent administrative rules. 
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OREGON HEALTH LICENSING AGENCY,  

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH REGISTRATION BOARD 

   

DIVISION 5 

REGISTRATION: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

338-005-0020  

Definitions 

The following definitions apply to OAR 338-005-0020 through 338-020-0050.  

(1) "Agency" means the Health Licensing Office. The agency is responsible for 
the budget, personnel, performance-based outcomes, consumer protection, fee 
collection, mediation, complaint resolution, discipline, rulemaking and record 
keeping.  

(1) "Agency" means the Oregon Health Licensing Agency. The agency is 
responsible for the budget, personnel, performance-based outcomes, 
consumer protection, fee collection, mediation, complaint resolution, 
discipline, rulemaking and record keeping. 

(2) "Board" means, pursuant to ORS 700.210, the entity that advises the agency 
in matters relating to the practice of environmental sanitation and waste water 
sanitation, including establishing practice standards, education and training 
requirements, and advises the agency on all disciplinary issues in accordance 
with 700.240. The agency director controls the regulatory operations and has 
decision-making authority on all substantive matters.  

(3) "Candidate" means the applicant seeking registration as an environmental 
health specialist, environmental health specialist trainee, waste water specialist 
or waste water specialist trainee.  

(4) "C.E.U." means a continuing education unit. The terms "continuing education 
credit" and "continuing education unit" are synonymous and may be used 
interchangeably.  

(2) " CEU." means a continuing education unit and the numerical value 
determined by the Board to be earned by a renewal applicant by attending 
a specified Training course. The terms "continuing education credit" and 
"continuing education unit" are synonymous and may be used 
interchangeably..  
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(5) "College level" means those courses of instruction given at an accredited 
college or university with assigned credit toward the achievement of a 
baccalaureate degree.  

(6) "Contact hours" means academic classroom or course work hours including 
but not limited to workshops, symposiums, seminars, or laboratory exercises. 
Contact time does not include personal travel time to or from the training site, 
registration or check-in periods, breaks or lunch time granted during attendance 
at any continuing education seminar or course.  

(7) "Continuing education unit" means the numerical value determined by the 
Board to be earned by a renewal applicant by attending a specified Training 
course.  

(8) "Direct personal supervision" means supervision without any intermediary or 
deputy.  

(9) "Director" means the individual who is responsible for the performance of the 
agency as defined in ORS 676.610. The director appoints all subordinate officers 
and employees to carry out the duties of the agency.  

(10) (3) "Duties of an environmental health specialist" means activities which 
include, but are not limited to, the enforcement of regulations and statutes; 
planning and/or or conducting surveys, investigations, and inspections; 
interpretation and utilization of data to promote environmental sanitation as it 
affects the health of the public or the quality of the environment.  

(11) (4) "Duties of an environmental health specialist trainee" means the 
utilization of the same skills, responsibilities and activities as the duties of an 
environmental health specialist, but in a learning, training capacity and under the 
supervision of a registered or other qualified person as determined by the board.  

(12) (5) "Duties of a waste water specialist" means activities limited to those 
identified in ORS 700.056(1).  

(13) (6) "Duties of a waste water specialist trainee" means the utilization of the 
same skills, responsibilities and activities as the activities of a waste water 
specialist, but in a learning, training capacity and under the supervision of a an 
environmental health specialist, waste water specialist or other qualified person 
as determined by the board.  

(14) "Expired registration" means a registration that is not renewed prior to the 
expiration date (not to exceed three years). Persons with expired registrations 
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may not legally work in the field of environmental sanitation or waste water 
sanitation.  

 (16) "Health Licensing Office" means the agency.  

(17) "Official transcript" means an original document certified by the school 
indicating hours and types of course work, examinations and scores that the 
student has completed, which has been submitted through mail by the school or 
by courier from the school to the Board office in a sealed envelope.  

 (18) "Other qualified person" means a person with qualifications and background 
in environmental sanitation equal to those of an environmental health specialist 
or a waste water specialist as determined by the board.  

(19) "Reasonable notice" means notification in no less than 10 calendar days.  

(20) "Reciprocity" means:  

(a) Registration in another state based on the equivalent standards of training 
and education required for Oregon registration as an environmental health 
specialist or waste water specialist according to the provisions of ORS 700.030 
and 700.035; and  

(b) A written examination successfully completed by the candidate which is 
equivalent to the written examination required in Oregon of candidates for 
registration by examination at time of application.  

(21) "Related activities" means those activities which have a discernable 
connection to environmental sanitation.  

 (22) “Environmental health specialist" means an individual who has met the 
requirements of ORS 700.030 and has been issued a registration to practice 
environmental sanitation as defined in 700.010(6).  

(23) "Environmental health specialist trainee" means an individual who has met 
the requirements of ORS 700.035 and has been issued a registration to practice 
environmental sanitation under supervision in order to complete the required 
training, education and work experience under 700.030 for registration as a an 
environmental health specialist.  

(15) (7) "Full-time employment or equivalent hours" means employment 
consisting of a 40 hour work week for a minimum of 96 consecutive weeks not to 
exceed two years; or, a period of employment with a cumulative total of 3,840 
4000 clock hours, obtained in no more than 208 consecutive weeks, not to 
exceed four years .  
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(8) “NEHA” means National Environmental Health Association. 

(9) “Official Transcript” means an original document certified by an 
accredited college or university indicating hours and types of course work, 
examinations and scores that the student has completed, which has been 
submitted by the accredited college or university by mail or courier to the 
agency in a sealed envelope in accordance with ORS 700.030 and 700.053. 

(24) "Science courses relating to environmental sanitation" means those courses 
of study which relate to environmental sanitation in the physical and natural 
sciences and includes special courses in sanitary science and public health.  

(25) (14) "Soil science courses" means, as used in ORS 700.053(3), at least 23 
quarter hours or 15 semester hours, or combination thereof, of college courses in 
soil science, plus enough additional quarter or semester hours in other related 
college courses of study in the physical and natural sciences to equal a total of 
45 quarter hours or 30 semester hours.  

(26) (10) "Supervision" means the direction and control exercised over one 
person by another in a traditional employee/employer relationship. Supervision 
includes ongoing oversight of work in the field and office, and review of reports, 
investigations or inspections conducted.  

(27) "Timely renewal" means an application for registration renewal received on 
or before the expiration date.  

(28)  "Waste water specialist" means an individual, defined in ORS 700.010(11), 
who has met the requirements of 700.053 and has been issued a registration to 
practice waste water sanitation within the scope of 700.056.  

(29) "Waste water specialist trainee" means an individual who has met the 
requirements of ORS 700.062 and has been issued a registration to practice 
waste water sanitation under supervision in order to complete the required 
training, education and work experience under 700.053 for registration as a 
waste water specialist.  

(30) (11) "Waste water sanitation" means the art and science of applying 
sanitary, biological and physical science principles in the evaluation of soil for 
subsurface or surface disposal of waste water or for the land application of 
sludge; and determining the appropriate design of systems that use soil in the 
final stage of the waste water treatment processes.  

(31) "Work experience" means performing the duties of an environmental health 
specialist while in trainee status under the supervision of a registered 
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environmental health specialist or the equivalent in specific areas of 
environmental health. Work experience duties include:  

(a) Exercising independent value judgment regarding environmental sanitation in 
an on site setting;  

(b) Evaluating and approving permits and plans meeting environmental sanitation 
requirements;  

(c) Issuing waivers and exceptions to existing regulations when warranted by 
circumstances;  

(d) Providing information and guidance to individuals regarding plans, permits or 
other documents to ensure approval can be secured when all requirements are 
met;  

(e) Performing on-location inspections for a determination of compliance.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 1-1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 1-1987, f. 6-10-87, ef. 6-15-87; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-
96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; Renumbered from 338-010-0010 & 338-020-0020; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 2-
2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04 

338-005-0030  

Fees 

(1) Applicants and registrants are subject to the provisions of OAR 331-010-0010 
and 331-010-0020 regarding the payment of fees, penalties and charges.  

(2) Fees established by the Oregon Health Licensing Agency are as follows:  

(a) Application:  

(A) Registration -- environmental health specialist: $150.  

(B) Registration -- waste water specialist: $150.  

(C) Registration by reciprocity: $200.  

(D) Trainee registration -- environmental health specialist: $150.  

(E) Trainee registration -- waste water specialist: $150.  

(b) Examination:  

(A) Oregon laws & rules: $50 $25:  
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(B) Written -- environmental health specialist: $250.  

(C) Written -- waste water specialist: $250.  

(c) Original issuance of registration (including by reciprocity):  

(A) Environmental health specialist: $300 $150 for one year.  

(B) Waste water specialist: $300 $150 for one year.  

(C) Trainee registration -- environmental health specialist: $300 $150 for one 
years.  

(D) Trainee registration -- waste water specialist: $300 $150 for one years.  

(d) Renewal of registration:  

(A) Environmental health specialist: $300 $150 for one year.  

(B) Waste water specialist: $300 $150 for one year.  

(C) Trainee registration -- environmental health specialist: $150 for one 
year, maximum three renewals.  

(D) Trainee registration -- waste water specialist: $150 for one year. 

(e) Trainee extension (six month increments):  

(A) Environmental health specialist: $100.  

(B) Waste water specialist: $100.  

(f) (e) Other administrative fees:  

(A) Delinquent (late) renewal of registration: $25 for the first month in expired 
status, and $10 each month thereafter while in an expired status.  

(A) Delinquency fee: $50 for each year in inactive status up to three years.  

(B) Restoration of expired registration (payable up to three years of expiration): 
Reactivation: $150.  

(C) Replacement of registration, including name change: $25.  

(D) Duplicate registration document: $25 per copy with maximum of three.  
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(E) Affidavit of licensure: $50.  

(F) An additional $25 administrative processing fee will be assessed if a NSF or 
non-negotiable instrument is received for payment of fees, penalties and 
charges. Refer to OAR 331-010-0010.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.080 & 700.240 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.080 & 700.240 
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 4(Temp), f. & ef. 7-1-75 thru 10-28-75; SRB 5, f. 10-14-75, ef. 11-11-75; SRB 1-
1981, f. & ef. 4-8-81; SRB 1-1984, f. & ef. 10-26-84; SRB 1-1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 1-1993(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 10-22-
92; SRB 1-1993, f. & cert. ef. 3-18-93; SRB 1-1996(Temp), f. 5-15-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 3-1996, f. 6-28-96, cert. ef. 7-
1-96, Renumbered from 338-010-0020; SRB 1-1997(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 7-23-97; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; 
SRB 1-1999(Temp), f. 3-30-99, cert. ef. 4-1-99 thru 9-27-99; Administrative correction 11/17/99; SRB 1-2000, f. 1-28-00, 
cert. ef. 2-1-00; SRB 2-2000, f. 9-29-00, cert. ef. 10-1-00; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04; SRB 1-2008, f. 9-15-08 
cert. ef. 10-1-08  
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DIVISION 10 

REGISTRATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALISTS, 
WASTE WATER SPECIALISTS, AND TRAINEES  

338-010-0015  

Environmental Health Application Requirements  

An individual applying for an environmental health specialist registration 
must: 

(1) Meet the requirements of OAR 331 division 30. 

(2) Submit a completed application form prescribed by the agency, which 
must contain the information listed in OAR 331-030-0000 and be 
accompanied by payment of the required application fees.  

(3) In addition to requirements listed in subsection (1) and (2) of this rule, 
an applicant must provide documentation of one of the following pathways: 

(a) Registration Pathway 1 –Qualification through Environmental Health 
Trainee Program: 

 (A) Trainee with Qualifying Bachelor’s Degree -- If applicant has obtained 
an environmental health trainee registration issued by the agency, submit: 

(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying Bachelor’s degree pursuant to ORS 700.030(1)(a); 

 (ii) Proof of 4,000 hours work experience as a registered environmental 
health specialist trainee, under a registrant supervisor as specified in ORS 
700.030 or equivalent supervisor as described in OAR 338-010-0065;  

(iii) Examination fees; 

(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.050 and OAR 338-010-0030; and  

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

(B) Trainee with Qualifying Graduate Degree -- If applicant has obtained an 
environmental health trainee registration issued by the agency, submit: 
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(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of a Graduate degree in public or community health; 

 (ii) Proof of 2,000 hours work experience as a registered environmental 
health specialist trainee, under a registrant supervisor as specified in ORS 
700.030 or equivalent supervisor as described in OAR 338-010-0065;  

(iii) Examination fees; 

(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.050 and OAR 338-010-0030; and  

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

 (b) Registration Pathway 2 – Reciprocity: 

(A) Submit official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 
demonstrating attainment of qualifying Bachelor’s degree, or of qualifying 
graduate degree in public or community health, pursuant to ORS 
700.030(1)(a) or (b); 

(B) Submit an affidavit of licensure pursuant to OAR 331-030-0040 
demonstrating proof of current registration, which is active with no current 
or pending disciplinary action, as an environmental health specialist.  The 
registration must have been issued by a regulatory body of another state or 
a national association recognized by the board; and 

(C) Pay all registration fees. 

(c) Registration Pathway 3 – Equivalent Education and Experience: 

(A) Bachelor’s Degree – submit: 

(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020, demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying Bachelor’s degree pursuant to ORS 700.030(1)(a);  

(ii) Proof of 4,000 hours qualifying work experience under an equivalent 
supervisor as described in OAR 338-010-0065. Qualifying pre-registration 
work experience under ORS 700.030(2) is work experience obtained 
pursuant to OAR 338-010-0070 or under ORS 700.025, directly related to the 
duties of an environmental health specialist;  

(iii) Examination fees; 
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(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.050 and OAR 338-010-0030; and  

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

 (B) Graduate Degree – submit: 

(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020, demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying graduate degree in public or community health, 
pursuant to ORS 700.030(1)(b);  

(ii) Proof of: 2,000 hours qualifying work experience under an equivalent 
supervisor as described in  OAR 338-010-0065; or, Qualifying pre-
registration work experience under ORS 700.030(2) is work experience 
obtained pursuant to OAR 338-010-0070 or under ORS 700.025, directly 
related to the duties of an environmental health specialist;  

(iii) Examination fees; 

(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.050 and OAR 338-010-0030; and  

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

 (1) Individuals applying for registration to practice environmental sanitation or 
waste water sanitation must meet requirements of OAR 331-030-0000 and 331-
030-0020, in addition to the requirements of this rule, that are applicable to the 
specific field of practice and qualification pathway for which registration is being 
sought.  

(2) Applicants must submit a completed application form prescribed by the 
agency, which shall be accompanied by payment of the appropriate fees. The 
completed application shall contain the information listed in OAR 331-030-
0000(5), and include the following:  

(a) Signed and completed "Background Information Fact Sheet" which contains 
information on educational and work experience;  

(b) Official transcripts from college, university and post graduate records;  

(c) Evidence of prescribed educational and work experience as required by ORS 
700.030, 700.053, and OAR 338-010-0025.  
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(3) Reciprocity: Applications for registration based on reciprocity as defined in 
ORS 700.052 and OAR 338-005-0020(20) must meet the requirements listed in 
subsections (1) and (2) of this rule. Documentation shall include a copy of the 
current registration and describe the type of examination completed for 
registration in another state or country.  

(4) All documentation and payment of fees must be complete and received by the 
agency to be eligible and scheduled to take the examination.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.030, 700.053, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.030, 700.053, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 4(Temp), f. & ef. 7-1-75 thru 10-28-75; SRB 5, f. 10-14-75, ef. 11-11-75; SRB 1-
1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 1-
2004(Temp), f. 2-27-04, cert. ef. 3-1-04 thru 7-27-04; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04 

338-010-0016 

Waste Water Specialist Application Requirements  

An individual applying for a waste water specialist registration must: 

(1) Meet the requirements of OAR 331 division 30. 

(2) Submit a completed application form prescribed by the agency, which 
must contain the information listed in OAR 331-030-0000 and be 
accompanied by payment of the required application fees.  

(3) In addition to requirements listed in subsection (1) and (2) of this rule, 
an applicant must provide documentation of one of the following pathways: 

(a) Registration Pathway 1 – Qualification through Waste Water Trainee 
Program.   

(A) Trainee with Bachelor Degree: if applicant has obtained a waste water 
trainee registration issued by the agency, submit: 

(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020, demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying bachelors degree with the requisite soil science 
courses, pursuant to ORS 700.030(3)(a);  

(ii) Proof of 4,000 hours qualifying work experience under ORS 
700.053(3)(a) as a registered waste water specialist trainee, under a 
supervisor specified in ORS 700.053 or equivalent supervisor as approved 
by the board;  

(iii) Examination fees; 
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(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.059 and OAR 338-010-0030; and 

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

(B) Trainee with Graduate Degree: if applicant has obtained a waste water 
trainee registration issued by the agency, submit: 

(i)   Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020, demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying graduate degree in soil science pursuant to ORS 
700.053(3)(b); 

(ii) Proof of 2,000 hours of qualifying work experience under ORS 
700.053(3)(b) as a registered waste water specialist trainee, under a 
supervisor specified in ORS 700.053 or equivalent supervisor as described  

(iii) Examination fees; 

(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.059 and OAR 338-010-0030; and 

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

 (b) Registration Pathway 2 – Reciprocity: 

(A) Submit official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020;  

(B) Submit an affidavit of licensure pursuant to OAR 331-030-0040 
demonstrating proof of current registration as a waste water specialist, 
which is active with no current or pending disciplinary action.  The 
registration must have been issued by a regulatory body of another state or 
a national association recognized by the board; and 

(C) Pay all registration fees. 

(c) Registration Pathway 3 -- Graduate Degree and Certification. Submit: 

(i) Official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020, demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying graduate degree in soil science pursuant to ORS 
700.053(3)(c); and 
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(ii) Proof of current certification as a professional soil scientist under ORS 
700.053(3)(c); 

(iii) Examination fees; 

(iv) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of registration application. See ORS 
700.059 and OAR 338-010-0030; and 

(v) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  

338-010-0017  

Application for Registration as an Environmental Health Specialist Trainee 

An individual applying for an environmental health specialist trainee 
registration must: 

(1) Meet the requirements of OAR 331 division 30; 

(2) Submit a completed application form prescribed by the agency, which 
must contain the information listed in OAR 331-030-0000 and be 
accompanied by payment of the required application fees; and 

(3) Submit the following: 

(a) Examination fees; and 

(b) Proof of having completed and passed a board approved examination 
within three years preceding the date of trainee registration application 
pursuant to ORS 700.035 and OAR 338-010-0030; and 

(c) An official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of a qualifying Bachelor’s degree pursuant to ORS 700.035(1)(a); 
or  

(d) An official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of qualifying 15 quarter hours in science courses or their 
equivalent semester hours and proof of 10,000 hours of qualifying work 
experience, pursuant to ORS 700.035(1)(b).  Qualifying work experience is 
work experience obtained under ORS 700.025 that is directly related to 
duties of an environmental health specialist; and 

(e) Upon passage of all required examinations and before issuance of 
trainee registration, applicant must pay all registration fees.  
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(1) Individuals applying for a "trainee" registration to practice environmental 
health or waste water sanitation must meet the requirements of OAR 331-030-
0000, in addition to the requirements of subsection (2) of this rule.  

(2) Applicants must submit a completed application form prescribed by the 
agency which shall be accompanied by payment of the application and 
registration fees. The completed application must contain the information listed in 
OAR 331-030-0000(5), and include evidence of prescribed education, such as 
official transcripts from college, university and post graduate records, and work 
experience as required in ORS 700.035, 700.062, or OAR 338-010-0025.  

(3) Persons must hold a valid trainee registration to receive credit for work 
experience, while employed and performing duties of environmental sanitation or 
waste water sanitation as defined in OAR 338-005-0020(31).  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 700.035, 700.062, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 700.035, 700.062, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-
1-04  

338-010-0025  

Application for Registration as a Waste Water Specialist Trainee 

An individual applying for a waste water specialist trainee registration 
must: 

(1) Meet the requirements of OAR 331 division 30; 

(2) Submit a completed application form prescribed by the agency, which 
must contain the information listed in OAR 331-030-0000 and be 
accompanied by payment of the required application and trainee 
registration fees; and 

(3) Submit one of the following: 

(a) An official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of a qualifying Bachelor’s degree with 45 quarter hours in soil 
science courses, pursuant to ORS 700.062(1)(a); or  

(b) An official transcript as defined in OAR 338-005-0020 demonstrating 
attainment of a qualifying graduate degree in soil science pursuant to ORS 
700.062(1)(b). 

General Requirements for Registration; Requirements for Reciprocity  
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(1) Applicants for registration shall submit satisfactory evidence to the Board that 
they have completed the prescribed education and work experience 
requirements as listed in one of the following areas:  

(a) Environmental health specialist: ORS 700.030;  

(b) Waste water specialist: ORS 700.053;  

(c) Trainee -- environmental health specialist: ORS 700.035; or  

(d) Trainee -- waste water specialist: ORS 700.062.  

(2) Applicants for registration by reciprocity shall provide evidence satisfactory to 
the Board that they have passed an examination equivalent to the examination 
required at the time of application for Oregon registration, and that they have the 
education and work experience equivalent to that required for an applicant for 
registration by examination in Oregon.  

(3) Credits will be allowed toward work experience requirements for activities 
directly related to Environmental Sanitation and Waste Water Sanitation, and 
which were experienced in the military, industrial, special agency, or other 
situation, and shall be credited at the rate of one time unit of experience for each 
time unit of related work provided supervision occurred by a qualified person as 
determined by the Board.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 700.030, 700.035, 700.053, 700.062, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 700.030, 700.035, 700.053, 700.062, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 1-1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-
29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 1-2004(Temp), f. 2-27-04, cert. ef. 3-1-04 thru 7-27-04; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-
04 

338-010-0030  

General Examination Information 

(1) The board approved examination for an environmental health specialist 
registration is the NEHA examination and NEHA passing score.  The NEHA 
examination may be administered by an entity approved by the agency.  

(2) The board approved examination for a waste water specialist 
registration is a state prepared examination, administered by the agency.   
The passing score for the examination is 68 percent.  

(3) The board approved examination for an environmental health specialist 
trainee is a state prepared Oregon laws and rules examination 
administered by the agency.   The passing score for the examination is 70 
percent.  
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(4) An applicant must meet identification requirements listed under OAR 
331-030-0000. 

(5) The examination is administered in English only, unless an agency 
approved testing contractor or vendor provides the examination in 
languages other than English.  

(6) Examination candidates may be electronically monitored during the 
course of testing.  

(7) The Board will establish by policy a maximum time allowance for each 
section of the examination.  

(8) Notwithstanding subsection (9) and (10) of this section taking notes, 
textbooks, notebooks, electronic equipment and communication devices, 
such as personal computers, pagers and cellular telephones or any other 
devices deemed inappropriate by the agency, are prohibited in the 
examination area.   

(9) Candidates taking the waste water examination may use an agency 
issued calculator and text books during the examination. 

(10) Candidates taking the Oregon laws and rules examination may use an 
agency issued copy of the Oregon administrative rules and Oregon revised 
statutes. 

(11) A candidate may be immediately disqualified during or after the 
examination for conduct that interferes with the examination. The 
examination may be invalidated and examination fees may be forfeited. 
Such conduct includes but is not limited to: 

(a) Directly or indirectly giving, receiving, soliciting, attempting to give, 
receive or solicit aid during the examination process; 

(b) Violations of subsection (7) of this rule; 

(c) Removing or attempting to remove any examination-related information, 
notes or materials from the examination site; 

(d) Failing to follow directions relative to the conduct of the examination; 
and 

(e) Exhibiting behavior that impedes the normal progress of the 
examination. 
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(12) The applicant may be required to reapply, submit additional 
examination fees, and request in writing to schedule another examination  
if applicant is disqualified from taking the examination for reasons under 
subsections (7) and (9) of this rule. 

 (1) Notwithstanding subsection (8) of this rule, the agency will administer an 
examination to qualified applicants. The agency reserves the right to alter or 
adjust examination dates, times and locations as it deems necessary to meet 
emergency situations and will notify applicants in advance.  

(2) Applicants will qualify for examination upon compliance with all applicable 
provisions of OAR 338-010-0015, 338-010-0017 and 338-010-0025. Applicants 
will not be allowed to sit for the examination if documentation is incomplete or 
incorrect.  

(3) Applicants must present photographic identification, such as a driver's 
license, and their original Social Security card to the examination proctor.  

(4) In order to qualify for registration, an applicant must receive a passing score 
of at least 68 percent on the written examination.  

(5) EXAMINATION CONDUCT: Examinations are conducted in a designated 
area with restricted access. Examination conduct differs between an 
environmental health specialist and a waste water specialist. Authorization for 
bringing any written material or electronic equipment or devices is subject to 
approval of the Board. Taking unauthorized items into the examination area may 
invalidate the examination and result in forfeiture of the examination and fees.  

(6) EXAMINATION DISQUALIFICATION: An examination applicant will be 
immediately disqualified during or after the examination for conduct that 
interferes with the examination. Such conduct includes:  

(a) Giving or attempting to give assistance to others in answering questions 
during the examination;  

(b) Receiving or attempting to receive assistance during the examination, 
including assistance from other individuals, from notes, books or devices to 
answer questions;  

(c) Removing or attempting to remove any secure examination-related 
information, notes, or materials from the examination site;  

(d) Failing to follow directions relative to the conduct of the examination;  

(e) Exhibiting behavior which impedes the normal progress of the examination; 
and  
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(f) Endangering the health or safety of a person involved in the examination.  

(7) Disqualification will invalidate the examination and result in forfeiture of the 
examination and fees. The applicant will be required to reapply, submit additional 
examination fees, and request in writing to schedule another examination. 
Reexamination will be scheduled at a date, time and place determined by the 
Director following the date of disqualification.  

(8) Satisfactory passage of the National Environmental Health Association 
examination, administered by an approved entity meeting NEHA requirements, 
will be recognized. The agency will accept verification directly from NEHA of a 
passing score as meeting Oregon examination requirements.  

(9) Applicants will be responsible for any cost incurred from taking the 
examination at an alternative location other than an examination conducted at 
the Health Licensing Office.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.050, 700.059, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.050, 700.059, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 1-1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 1-1993, f. & cert. ef. 3-18-93; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-
96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 1-2003(Temp), f. & cert. ef. 4-25-03 thru 10-17-03; SRB 
2-2003, f. 9-24-03, cert. ef. 10-1-03; SRB 1-2004(Temp), f. 2-27-04, cert. ef. 3-1-04 thru 7-27-04; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, 
cert. ef. 7-1-04 

338-010-0033  

Examination Retake; Qualification 

Applicants who fail the examination shall have an opportunity for examination 
retake in accordance with provisions of ORS 700.050(4) and 700.059(4); 
however, retake of the written examination shall be subject to an approved 
examination schedule set by the agency and completion of any required 
additional training as determined by the Board.  

(1) Environmental Health and Environmental Health Trainee Applicants 
have up to three (3) attempts to pass the examination.   

(2) Environmental Health and Environmental Health Trainee Applicants 
failing to pass an examination on the third attempt must receive additional 
training prescribed by the board before any additional retakes.  Any 
additional training required for the purpose of retaking an examination is 
not considered trainee work experience. 

(3) Waste Water Applicants have up to two  attempts to pass the 
examination. 
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(4) Waste Water Applicants failing to pass an examination on the second 
attempt must obtain special permission from the board before any 
additional retakes. 

(3) All retake examinations are subject to an approved examination 
schedule set by the agency.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 700.050, 700.059, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 700.050, 700.059, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-
1-04 

338-010-0035  

Registration Issuance; Exemption  

(1) Pursuant to ORS 700.020, a person shall not practice environmental 
sanitation or waste water sanitation or claim to be an environmental health 
specialist or waste water specialist, including that a person shall not display a 
sign or in any way advertise or purport to be a registrant or to be engaged in the 
field of environmental sanitation or waste water sanitation, without first obtaining 
a registration under ORS Chapter 700.  

(2) Registrants are subject to the provisions of OAR 331-030-0010 regarding 
issuance and renewal of a registration, and to the provisions of 331-030-0020 
regarding authorization to practice, identification, and the requirements for 
issuance of a duplicate authorization.  

(3) Notwithstanding other exemptions listed in ORS 700.025(6), registration is not 
required for persons who provide recommendation or advice to clients, when 
advice is solely for the purpose of installation of an approved septic tank or 
cesspool system, and is not related to counseling or consulting in connection with 
the duties of waste water sanitation as defined in . OAR 338-005-0020(30). 

  
Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.100, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.100, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2, f. 4-7-72, ef. 5-1-72; SRB 1-1985, f. & ef. 11-1-85; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-
29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 1-2004(Temp), f. 2-27-04, cert. ef. 3-1-04 thru 7-27-04; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-
04 

338-010-0038  

Environmental Health and Waste Water Registration Issuance and Renewal  

(1) REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL: A registrant is subject to the 
provisions of OAR Chapter 331, division 30 regarding the issuance and 
renewal of a registration, provisions regarding authorization to practice, 
identification, and requirements for issuance of a duplicate registration.  
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(2) REGISTRATION RENEWAL: To avoid delinquency penalties, registration 
renewal must be made prior to the registration entering inactive status. The 
registrant must submit the following: 

(a) Renewal application form; 

(b) Payment of required renewal fee pursuant to 338-005-0030; and 

(c) Attestation of having obtained required annual continuing education 
under OAR 338-020-0030, on a form prescribed by the agency,  whether 
registration is current or inactive. 

(3) INACTIVE REGISTRATION RENEWAL:  A registration may be inactive 
for up to three years.  When renewing after entering inactive status, the 
registrant must submit the following: 

(a) Renewal application form; 

(b) Payment of delinquency and registration fees pursuant to OAR 338-005-
0030; 

(c) Attestation of having obtained required annual continuing education 
under OAR 338-020-0030, on a form prescribed by the agency,  whether 
registration is current or inactive; 

(4) EXPIRED REGISTRATION: A registration that has been inactive for more 
than three years is expired and the registrant must reapply and meet the 
requirements listed in OAR 338-010-0015. 

(5) A registrant failing to meet continuing education requirements listed 
under OAR 338-020-0030 is expired and must reapply and meet 
requirements pursuant to OAR 338-010-0015. 

(1) Renewal applications received by the agency or postmarked after a 
registration has expired, but within one year from the expiration date, may be 
approved upon payment of the renewal fee and delinquency fees.  

(2) A registration that has been expired for more than one, but less than three 
years, may be renewed upon payment of the registration renewal fee and a 
restoration fee.  

(3) All registered environmental health specialists and waste water specialists 
shall obtain 2.0 credits or 20 contact hours of continuing education training every 
two years as a condition of renewal, whether registration is current or expired.  
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(4) Submission of appropriate continuing education documentation required in 
OAR 338-020-0050(1) shall be accumulated and held by the registrant until such 
time as notified of audit by the agency according to provisions of 338-020-
0030(3) and 338-020-0050(1) and (2).  

(5) A registrant who fails to renew within three years following the date of 
expiration, may be granted a registration upon reapplication, payment of 
registration and/or examination fee(s), and successful completion of examination 
according to OAR 338-010-0030(4).  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.100 & 700.240 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.100 & 700.240 
Hist.: SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-
1-04; SRB 1-2008, f. 9-15-08 cert. ef. 10-1-08  

338-010-0050  

Trainee Registration Renewal 

(1) An environmental health specialist trainee or waste water specialist trainee 
registration will be issued to individuals when all qualifications have been met 
and payment of the required fees have been received. The registration will be 
valid for a period of two years, expiring on the last day of the month two years 
from the date of issuance. The original two-year trainee registration fee will not 
be prorated.  

(1) An environmental health specialist trainee registered prior to August 1, 
2011, must pass the examination approved under OAR 338-010-0030(3) by 
the board to renew trainee registration.   

(2) An Environmental Health Specialist trainee employed full-time may be 
issued a one-year renewal of the trainee registration. 

(3) An Environmental Health trainee employed less than full time and who 
has not attained permanent registration or fulfillment of the two year or 
4,000 clock hour work experience requirements after two years of less than 
full time employment may be issued up to three additional one-year 
renewals of trainee registration. 

(4) An environmental health specialist trainee registered prior to August 1, 
2011 and granted an initial two-year trainee registration may be issued up 
to two additional one-year renewals of trainee registration. 

(5) An environmental health specialist trainee must be renewed in 
consecutive years, beginning the year after the trainee’s initial 
registration.    
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(6) An environmental health specialist trainee renewal must be submitted 
within six months of the current trainee registration becoming invalid; 
delinquency fees will not be assessed for trainee registration renewals. 

 (2) The trainee registration will state the registrant's name, address, registration 
number, expiration date and bear the signature of the registrant.  

(3) The trainee registration will not be extended beyond a two-year period unless 
the cumulative hours of work experience total less than 3,840 clock hours. In the 
event the trainee has acquired less than 3,840 clock hours, the registration may 
be extended for an additional period of time in increments of six months based 
on projected completion date of work experience. The extension fee will be 
prorated at $100 per six-month period.  

(4) The registrant must complete Certificate form and obtain a supervisor's 
signature, attesting to the following information:  

(a) Trainee name;  

(b) Work location;  

(c) Date(s) work experience started and if applicable, ended;  

(d) Total hours of work experience recorded as of the date of certification;  

(e) Disclosure as to whether the work experience is based on full time or part 
time employment  

(f) Activity performed and clock hours recorded for work experience per activity.  

(5) Holding a trainee registration does not prevent a registrant from taking the 
board prescribed examination for registration as an environmental health 
specialist or waste water specialist before completion of the required work 
experience. The trainee must satisfactorily complete prescribed work experience 
and the written examination within the two-year registration period or within a 
3,840 total clock hour limitation.  

 (6) All registered trainees shall obtain 1.0 credits or 10 contact hours of 
continuing education training every year as a condition of holding the registration.  

(7) Persons who previously held a trainee registration, which expired without 
attainment of permanent registration or fulfillment of the two year or 3,840 clock 
hour limitation, may be issued an extension to their trainee registration subject to 
the following conditions:  
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(a) Submission of the Certification of Work Experience form documenting 
previous hours of work experience attained while in trainee status;  

(b) Submission of satisfactory evidence that the trainee is or will be working in 
the field of environmental sanitation and will be under the direct supervision of an 
Oregon registered environmental health specialist or other person possessing 
equivalent credentials approved by the Board;  

 (c) Submission of continuing education required in subsection (6) of this rule and 
in accordance with provisions of OAR 338-020-0030. Documentation must meet 
the requirements of 338-020-0050(3).  

(8) The trainee registration issued will be valid only for the remaining period of 
time from those hours previously accumulated for a maximum cumulative total of 
two years or 3,840 clock hours.  

(9) Trainees who fail to meet requirements of subsection (7)(a) through (c) will 
not be eligible for a registration extension until all qualifications have been met.  

(10) An individual who holds a trainee registration that has been expired for more 
than three years, and who has not yet completed the 3,840 required hours of 
training, will be required to reapply and meet all registration requirements in 
accordance with ORS 700.100(4). Trainee registrations that are extended under 
this rule will only be valid for the time remaining to complete an aggregate 3,840 
hours of training or six months, whichever occurs first.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.035, 700.062 & 700.240 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.035, 700.062 & 700.240 
Hist.: SRB 1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 1-2004(Temp), f. 2-27-04, cert. ef. 3-1-04 thru 7-27-04; SRB 2-2004, f. 
6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04; SRB 1-2008, f. 9-15-08 cert. ef. 10-1-08  

OAR 338-010-0065 

Equivalent Supervisor Qualifications 

(1) Environmental Health: pursuant to ORS 700.030 and 700.035(4), to be 
considered equivalent to a registrant supervisor, an individual must 
possess: 

(a) A bachelor degree with 45 science quarter hours and two years of work 
experience directly related to the duties of an environmental health 
specialist; or 

(b) A graduate degree in public or community health and one year of work 
experience directly related to the duties of an environmental health 
specialist. 
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(2) To qualify as an equivalent supervisor in environmental health an 
individual must work in a manner directly related to the duties of an 
environmental health specialist throughout the period of supervision. 

(3) Work experience directly related to the duties of an environmental 
health specialist includes but is not limited to one of the following fields: 

(a) Food processing including developing, implementing, managing or 
leading training in any of the following areas: sanitation programs, pest 
control, water systems, Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Points, 
statistical process control, food safety, good manufacturing practices, and 
product development; 

(b) Inspector for United States Food and Drug Administration, United 
States Department of Agriculture, American Institute of Baking, or similar 
organization; 

(c) Management of restaurant chain at the corporate level including 
developing, implementing, managing or leading training in any of the 
following areas: sanitation programs, public health vector control, water 
systems, HACCP, food safety, pest control, the federal codes or process 
control;  

(d) The duties of an environmental health specialist in a jurisdiction that 
does not require licensure for environmental sanitation; 

(e) Teaching, lecturing or engaging in research in environmental sanitation 
as part of an academic position in a college or university; 

(f) Public health engineering; 

(g) As a public health officer employed pursuant to ORS 431.035 to 431.535 
and 431.705 to 431.990; 

(4) Waste Water: pursuant to ORS 700.053, non-registrant supervisors must 
be approved by the board on a case by case basis. 

OAR 338-010-0070 

Qualifying Work Experience 

(1) Qualifying work experience pursuant to ORS 700.030 regarding 
environmental health must involve the exercise of independent judgment 
and technical skills that demonstrate the applicant’s knowledge of general 
food safety concepts, contributing factors of food borne illness, and 
sanitation and process control.  The following work experience qualifies: 
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(a) Food processing including developing, implementing, managing or 
leading training in any of the following areas: sanitation programs, pest 
control, water systems, Hazard Analysis & Critical Control Points, 
statistical process control, food safety, good manufacturing practices, and 
product development; 

(b) Inspector for United States Food, United States Department of 
Agriculture and Drug Administration, American Institute of Baking, or 
similar organization, Center for Disease Control; 

(c) Management of national restaurant chain at the corporate level 
including developing, implementing, managing or leading training in any of 
the following areas: sanitation programs, public health vector control, 
water systems, HACCP, food safety, pest control, the federal codes or 
process control; and  

(d) The duties of an environmental health specialist in a jurisdiction that 
does not require licensure for environmental sanitation. 

(2) The following will not be considered as qualifying work experience: 

(a) Production line or running repetitive sample evaluations in the; or  

(b) Experience as a cook, server, greeter or exterminator. 
 

 

 

DIVISION 20 

CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALISTS, 
WASTE WATER SPECIALISTS, AND TRAINEES  

338-020-0000  

Continued Competency  

(1) To ensure continuing efforts on the part of Oregon environmental health 
specialists, waste water specialists, and trainees to remain current with new 
developments in environmental sanitation and waste water sanitation and to 
encourage diversified training and qualifications in the profession continuing 
education is required as a condition of registration.  
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(2) Continuing education requirements apply whether the renewal applicant is 
living or working within Oregon or outside of the state so long as Oregon 
registration is maintained.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 700.105  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 700.105  
Hist.: SRB 1-1987, f. 6-10-87, ef. 6-15-87; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; Renumbered from 338-020-0010; SRB 
2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04 

338-020-0030  

Continuing Education Requirements  

(1) To maintain registration, environmental health specialists and waste water 
specialists must complete 2.0 credits or 20 contact hours every two years. Hours 
in excess of those required for the two-year reporting period shall not be carried 
forward and applied toward the succeeding two-year CEU renewal requirements.  

(2) Each registrant shall report compliance with the continuing education 
requirement through attestation on the registration renewal document. 
Registrants are subject to provisions of OAR 338-020-0050 pertaining to periodic 
audit of continuing education.  

(3) Continuing education shall be approved for participation or attendance at an 
approved instructional program presented, recognized, or under the auspices of 
any institution, agency, professional organization or association, which conducts 
educational meetings, workshops, symposiums, seminars and other such 
activities where CEU credit is offered.  

(4) Continuing education shall address subject matter related to Environmental 
Sanitation in accordance with ORS 700.010(6) and (9) and OAR 338-005-
0020(10) and (24), or Waste Water Sanitation in accordance with ORS 
700.010(11), 700.056 and OAR 338-005-0020(25) and (30).  

(5) CEU credit will be awarded for contact hours per unit and will be based on the 
following criteria: 

(a) Completion of established courses taken from a recognized college or 
university at the same rate of credit established by that institution; 

(b) Professional courses which meet academic requirements in content, 
instruction and evaluation will be assigned CEU credit at the same rate as 
academic courses.  

(c) Courses that do not meet standards as set forth in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this subsection, such as workshops, symposiums, seminars, laboratory 
exercises, or any applied experience with or without formal classroom work may 
receive credit at the rate of 1 CEU for each ten contact hours of attendance.  



 

27 
 

(6) To ensure adequate proof of continuing education course completion is 
available for audit or investigation by the Oregon Health Licensing Office 
Agency, practitioners shall maintain a record of attendance for two years 
following renewal. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.105, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.105, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 1-1987, f. 6-10-87, ef. 6-15-87; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-
04 

338-020-0050  

Continuing Education: Audit, Required Documentation and Sanctions  

(1) The Oregon Health Licensing Office Agency will audit a select percentage of 
registrations determined by the Board to verify compliance with continuing 
education requirements.  

(2) Registrants notified of selection for audit of continuing education attestation 
shall submit to the agency within 30 calendar days from the date of issuance of 
the notification, satisfactory evidence of participation in required continuing 
education in accordance with OAR 338-020-0030.  

(3) Documentation of attendance at a program or course provided by the sponsor 
must include:  

(a) Name of sponsoring institution/association or organization;  

(b) Title of presentation and description of content;  

(c) Name of instructor or presenter;  

(d) Date of attendance, duration in hours, or CEU credit;  

(e) Course agenda;  

(f) Official transcript, diploma, certificate, statement or affidavit from the sponsor, 
attesting to attendance.  

(4) If documentation of continuing education is invalid or incomplete, the 
registrant must correct the deficiency within 30 calendar days from the date of 
notice. Failure to correct the deficiency within the prescribed time shall constitute 
grounds for disciplinary action.  

(5) Misrepresentation of continuing education, or failing to meet continuing 
education requirements or documentation may result in disciplinary action, which 
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may include but is not limited to assessment of a civil penalty and suspension or 
revocation of the registration.  

(3) If selected for audit, the registrant must provide documentation of the 
required continuing education, which must include:  

(a) Certificate of completion, official transcript, statement or affidavit from 
the sponsor attesting to attendance or other documentation approved by 
the agency. 

(b) Name of sponsoring institution/association or organization; 

(c) Title of presentation and description of content; 

(d) Name of instructor or presenter; 

(e) Date of attendance and duration in hours; and 

(f) Course agenda. 

(4) If documentation of continuing education is incomplete, the registrant 
has 30 calendar days from the date of notice to submit further 
documentation to substantiate having completed the required continuing 
education.    

(5) Failure to meet continuing education requirements shall constitute 
grounds for disciplinary action, which may include but is not limited to 
assessment of a civil penalty and suspension or revocation of the 
registration. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 700.105, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 700.105, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 1-1987, f. 6-10-87, ef. 6-15-87; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; Renumbered from 338-020-0110; SRB 
1-1998, f. 4-29-98, cert. ef. 5-1-98; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04 

338-020-0060  

Continuing Education Credit Criteria 

CEU's will be awarded for contact hours per unit and will be based on the 
following criteria:  

(1) CEU credit will be awarded for established courses taken from a recognized 
college or university at the same rate of credit established by that institution.  

(2) Professional courses which meet academic requirements in content, 
instruction and evaluation will be assigned CEU credit at the same rate as 
academic courses.  
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(3) Courses which do not meet standards as set forth in subsection (1) and (2) of 
this section, such as workshops, symposiums, seminars, laboratory exercises, or 
any applied experience with or without formal classroom work may receive credit 
at the rate of one (1) CEU for each ten hours of attendance. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 700.105  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 700.105  
Hist.: SRB 1-1987, f. 6-10-87, ef. 6-15-87; SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; Renumbered from 338-020-0110  
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DIVISION 30 

DISCIPLINE AND ENFORCEMENT 

338-030-0020  

Investigative Authority 

The Health Licensing Office may initiate and conduct investigations of matters 
relating to the practice of environmental health, pursuant to ORS 676.608, and 
may take appropriate disciplinary action in accordance with the provisions of 
676.612 and 700.111.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.111, 700.240  
Stats. Implemented: ORS 676.605, 676.615, 700.111, 700.240  
Hist.: SRB 2-1996, f. 5-31-96, cert. ef. 6-1-96; SRB 2-2004, f. 6-29-04, cert. ef. 7-1-04  
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BEFORE THE HEALTH LICENSING AGENCY

OF THE STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of the 

Amendment of Oregon Administrative Rules:

ADOPT: 338-010-0065

AMEND: 338-005-0020, 338-005-0030, 338-010-0015,
338-010-0030, 338-010-0033, 338-010-0035, 338-010-0038,
338-010-0050, 338-020-0030, 338-020-0050, 338-030-0020

REPEAL: 338-010-0017, 338-010-0025, 338-020-0000,
338-020-0060

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC
HEARING TESTIMONY
WITH RECOMMENDATIONS
OF HEARINGS OFFICER

PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON:
March 28, 2011

BACKGROUND

Concurrent public hearings were held for the purpose of receiving comments about the adoption,

repeal and amendments to proposed rules in OAR 338 to address issues related to the program under

the Environmental Health Registration Board (EHRB). The proposed rules are intended to

accomplish the following: (1) streamline definitions in order to meet rulemaking protocols and

define relevant terms, (2) change from a two-year registration cycle to a one-year registration cycle.

(3) align with statutory provisions by establishing a reactivation fee and number of years a registrant

can renew late up to three years to align with renewal requirements and agency protocol, (4) amend

align renewals with agency standards and protocols, including current renewal, late renewal up to

three years, and after three years reapplication through one of two pathways, (5) establish

qualification requirements, (6) amend examination requirements to include all information related to

examinations into one administrative rule, (7) amend trainee registration requirements and supervisor

qualifications, (8) repeal OAR 338-020-0000 and OAR 335-020-0060 due to redundancy, (9) amend
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continuing education auditing requirements to streamline with agency protocols and documentation

requirements, and (10) amend rule to  include disciplinary authority for failing to meet continuing

education requirements.. 

Prior to the hearings, the Health Licensing Agency (“Agency”) filed Notices of Proposed

Rulemaking Hearing and a Statement of Need and Fiscal Impact with the Secretary of State which

were published on March 1, 2011  in the Oregon Bulletin. Interested persons were invited to offer

oral testimony and written comment on the proposed amendments. The Notices provide that the last

day to submit written comments is March 28, 2011. The public hearing was conducted on March 28,

2011  beginning at 11:00 A.M. and ending at 11:15 A.M. in the Rhoades Conference Room on the

third floor of the Veterans Affairs Building located at 700 Summer Street, NE, Salem, Oregon. The

hearing was conducted by Bert P. Krages, attorney, who served as the Hearings Officer. 

   REASONS FOR PROPOSED CHANGES     

  The purposes of the proposed changes to OAR Chapter 338 are to set forth registration and

certification requirements and reduce the financial headship to licensees by changing the registration

cycle. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULES

Summaries of the changes applicable to each program can be found in the attached Notice of

Proposed Rulemaking and the Proposed Rules.

 WRITTEN COMMENTS AND DOCUMENTS

The Agency received four written submissions commenting on the proposed rules prior to the

preparation of the recommendations of the hearings officer.

Cynthia Gaines M.S., REHS, commented that the phrase “trainee registration not renewable” set

forth in proposed OAR 338-010-0050(2) should read “trainee registration is not renewable.”

Brian Rabe, a waste water specialist with Cascade Earth Sciences, suggested that the Agency

consider the issue of Waste Water Specialists using the terms “registered waste water specialist” or

“RWWS” to indicate their certification. He suggested the possibility of the legislature amending

RECOMMENDATIONS OF HEARINGS OFFICER — 2
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ORA 700.020.

Gary Van Der Veen, REHS, commented that the time available for a environmental health

specialist trainee to complete the work experience hours should reflect the text of ORS 700.035(2)

which states that a “person may not be registered as an environmental health specialist trainee for

more than two years’ full-time employment in the environmental sanitation profession, or the

equivalent hours if employment in environmental sanitation is less than full-time or 40 hours per

week.” Mr. Van Der Veen noted that many trainees work part time and it can take as long as 5 years

for some part time employees to acquire enough hours to meet the work experience requirement. He

stated that his employer would like to have a two-year limit placed on the time that a trainee can

work without taking the examination. 

William Emminger, REHS, also commented that the proposed rule regarding work experience

hours for trainees, OAR 338-010-0050(3) be revised to mirror the text of ORS 700.035(2). He

suggested that it would be appropriate to allow for two one-year extensions to make it easier for part-

time and FMLA employees to meet the work experience requirement. He further recommended that

trainee registrations be renewed annually instead of the single two-year term to make the registration

process more affordable for trainees. He also suggested that the continuing education auditing

provision at OAR 338-020-0050(3)(a) be amended by adding an “or” so that an audited person

would only have to provide information about a course if the person did not have a certificate of

completion. 

ORAL TESTIMONY

No oral testimony was presented at the public hearing.

HEARING OFFICER’S COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The recommendations of the hearings officer are set forth below regarding the areas in which

comments were provided. In addition, some general recommendations applicable to other issues are

provided at the end of this section.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF HEARINGS OFFICER — 3
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Extensions for Environmental Health Specialist Trainees

ORS 700.035(2) permits additional time beyond the two-year trainee registration period if the

trainee’s employment in environmental sanitation is less than full-time or 40 hours per week. It does

not contain any specific limit on the amount of time that a trainee working part time in

environmental health must complete the work experience requirement except that the time may not

be longer than the “equivalent hours.” Under the OAR 338-010-0050(3) as currently proposed, a

total extendable term is equivalent to about 0.67 full-time employment. It is the opinion of the

hearings officer that this could impose an unnecessary hardship on trainees who are employed at a

lower level. The hearings officer recommends that the EHRB reevaluate the necessity and

desirability of limiting extensions to two six-month periods. 

Registration Fees for Trainees

As currently proposed, OAR 338-005-0030 would require trainees to pay a fee of $300 for a two-

year term whereas registered specialists would pay $150 for a one-year term. One of the commenters

noted that this presents a financial hardship to trainees. The hearings officer believes this position

has merit and further notes that certain trainees are eligible to complete their work experience

requirement in less than two years. The hearings officer recommends that the EHRB consider

allowing trainees to pay a fee of $150 for issuance and a subsequent fee of $150 for a one year 

renewal of the registration.

Audit Documentation

One commenter suggested that OAR 338-020-0050(3)(a) be amended by adding an “or” so that

an audited person would only have to provide information about a continuing education course if the

person did not have a certificate of completion. The hearings officer notes that the Agency approves

continuing education courses so it appears that it would have prior knowledge of the name of

sponsoring organization, title of presentation, description of content, name of instructor or presenter,

dates and duration, and the course agenda. Considering the approval process, a document such as a

certificate of completion would appear to suffice in terms of providing adequate proof that the

RECOMMENDATIONS OF HEARINGS OFFICER — 4
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audited person attended a course meeting the continuing education requirements. Therefore, the

hearings officer recommends that the EHEB and Agency consider revising OAR 338-020-0050(3)(a)

as suggested by the commenter. 

Use of “Registered Waste Water Specialist” or “RWWS” as Credentials

One commenter suggested that the Agency consider the issue of Waste Water Specialists using

the terms “registered waste water specialist” or “RWWS” to indicate their certification. Considering

the limited number of certified waste water specialists and the absence of any evidence that

unlicensed persons are using such terms, the hearings officer does not see this as an issue important

enough to warrant legislative action at this time. The examiner notes that ORS 700.240 appears to

give the EHRB and Agency authority to regulate the use of these terms if they are inclined to do so.

 OAR 338-010-0050(2) 

The hearings officer recommends that OAR 338-010-0050(2) be revised to read “trainee

registration is not renewable.”

Various Issues

During his review of the proposed rules, the hearings officer noted a few issues that were not

addressed by public comments. These issues are raised for the benefit of the EHRB and Agency to

consider at their discretion.

OAR 338-020-0050(3)(a) has a punctuation error at the end of the subsection, The period should

be a semicolon.

Regarding OAR 338-010-0050(2)(a), the term “was not employed full time” should be probably

be reworded to read something similar to  “was not employed full time as a an environmental health

specialist or waste water specialist trainee during the term of the registration.” A trainee who worked

full time during part of the term but was required by circumstances to work part time during other

parts should remain eligible for an extension. Similarly, a trainee who worked part time in

environmental sanitation or waste water field but held a full time job in another occupation should

remain eligible for an extension.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF HEARINGS OFFICER — 5
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Regarding OAR 338-020-0030(3), the rule could be made clearer by explicitly stating that the

EHRB is the entity that approves continuing education courses. It would also be good if the rule

stated the information that must be submitted regarding the course in order to obtain approval.  

Regarding proposed OAR 338-010-0030(9)(b), which states that a candidate may be disqualified

for taking “such items” into the examination area, it could be clearer as to what is meant by “such

items.” In addition, the reference to subsection (6) appears to be an error. The Board might want to

consider revising the text to clarify that items that may provide or facilitate aid during the

examination, such as those described in subsection (7), are the ones that may subject the candidate to

disqualification.

There appears to be a numbering error in proposed OAR 338-010-0050. There are two

subsections having the subsection number (2). The second of these, pertaining to extensions of

training registrations, should probably be designated as subsection (4).

CONCLUSION

Wherefore, the testimony having been considered, the Hearings Officer recommends that the

Board give further consideration to the specific issues that have been identified and discussed above.

Otherwise, the proposed amendments are recommended to be adopted.

Dated: April 8, 2011

                       Respectfully submitted, 

      s/Bert P. Krages II/           
Bert P. Krages II

Attached as exhibits:

Proposed Rules
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Hearing and Statement of Need and Fiscal Impact
CD Recording of Hearing
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