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Orchard Cannon Begins Firing Jan. 30
on the Interstate Bridge

Starting Monday, Jan. 30, and continuing through Saturday, March 3, ODOT bridge crews will use a

propane orchard cannon to detract starlings from the two spans of the Interstate Bridge.

This year, a single cannon will be used, operating on 14 days for about two hours each day in the late

afternoon and early evening.

Each fall, thousands of starlings migrate to the
Portland/Vancouver area and many roost on the
Interstate Bridge—particularly the lift spans. Bird
droppings coat the bridge, catwalks, the roadway,
vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians. The mess is

unhealthy, unsafe and unsightly for bridge workers

and users.
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Orchard cannons Jan. 26, 2012 — Using a bridge lift for marine traffic on the

Columbia River, ODOT bridge crews place the orchard
Propane powered orchard cannon were

cannon on the northern bridge lift tower.
originally designed to disturb birds in fruit
orchards. They create a loud noise—the boom of an air cannon—to startle the birds. ODOT has been

using the cannons since 2003.

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians crossing the bridges will hear the blasts, which could occur as often

as once every 15 seconds. Residents and nearby workers will also hear the blasts
Schedule

ODOT crews will not use the cannon every day, but will vary the days based on the reaction of the birds.
The random schedule keeps the birds from becoming accustomed to a regular pattern. For the same

reason, the number of cannons used also varies from year to year.
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For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon,
visit www.tripcheck.com or call the Oregon road report at 511 or 1-800-977-6368
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.qov/ODOT/COMM
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