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Back to school safety starts with you

Soon it will be back to school time and with this brings more bus and pedestrian congestion near schools

in Columbia County and along an already busy U.S. 30.

ODOT and the U.S. 30 Safety Corridor Working Group remind drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists that

safety is everyone’s responsibility.

“The new school year always brings excitement for young children. They don’t have a routine set yet and
they become easily distracted with all that is going on around them,” notes Columbia County
Commissioner Earl Fisher, safety corridor working group co-chair. Fisher, former Clatskanie School
District superintendent, added, “It's up to all of us in the community utilizing Highway 30 to spend the

extra time to help protect our youth.”

Following a few safety tips can help prevent crashes and make sure everyone gets to and from school

safely:

Tips for Drivers

e Safety starts with planning. Give yourself extra time in your commute to allow for the added
minutes to stop for busses and slow down when children are present.

e Yield to school buses. Don't pass buses with flashing red lights.

¢ Yield to pedestrians at intersections, whether the crosswalk is marked or not. If a pedestrian is
crossing at an intersection, you must stop and wait until the pedestrian has cleared your lane and the
next lane before you may proceed.

e Remember children are easily distracted with electronic devices and may be wearing
headphones, playing a video game, or texting and not paying attention to their surroundings.

e Younger children aren’t able to judge speed and distance as well as adults can, so it's the
responsibility of drivers to be alert. Some children don’t know the rules of the road and may not
always use designated crosswalks.

e Teen drivers remember the importance of following the rules of the road and the limitations on the
number of young people you can have in the car with you. Get enough sleep and don’t rush to school.
Manage your time and remember it's better to show up late to school than to not show up at all.

e When driving in school parking lots be prepared to stop immediately if necessary, as children may
become excited and may bolt through the parking lot without looking for cars.

Tips for Pedestrians

o Before crossing a street, look “left-right-left” for traffic in all directions. Keep looking for cars and
bicycles as you cross the street. Remember, you can’'t hear some cars, so keep looking!
e |f there are no sidewalks, walk close to the edge of the road and out of the way of traffic. Walk
facing traffic so you can see approaching cars.
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e Don't run into the street from between parked cars. Car can hide you so drivers can't see you.

e Waitch out for cars and trucks at every driveway and intersection on your walk to school. And look
for drivers in parked cars, who may be getting ready to move and don't see you.

e Wait for a walk signal and a green light to tell you it's your turn to cross the street. Look before
you go to make sure drivers see you and have yielded or stopped. Continue looking for cars and
bicycles as you cross.

e Be visible. Don't wear dark colored clothes when walking in the dark hours.

e Walking with friends provides safety in numbers.

Bicyclist safety

e Check your route with a parent or other adult. Choose streets with low traffic volumes, slow
speeds, few intersections, and bicycle lanes and sidewalks with no roadway construction.

¢ Ride in the same direction as traffic, not against traffic.

e Ifriding or skating on the sidewalk, watch for pedestrians. Ride at a walking speed and alert
pedestrians if you are passing with a bike bell or vocally.

e Atintersections, stop at the curb like a pedestrian and look for cars before crossing (left-right-left)
— walk your bike across the street.

e Always wear your helmet. Make sure to adjust the helmet so that it fits securely. As children
grow, their helmets will need to be checked and adjusted regularly.

e Make yourself more visible to drivers by wearing bright colors or adding reflective safety tape to
your backpack or bike frame.

e Stay alert and ride predictably. Don’t assume motorists can see you.

School bus safety

e Arrive at the bus stop early.

e When the bus approaches, stand at least five giant steps (10 feet) away from the curb.

e If you have to cross the street in front of the bus, cross at least five giant steps ahead of the bus
so you and the bus driver can see each other.

e Never walk behind the bus or go under the bus.

e Avoid wearing any clothes or accessories that may get caught in a school bus handrail or door.

U.S. 30 Safety Corridor between Warren and Scappoose
Remember there are additional police patrols in this corridor and patrols help reduce driver speed.

“With the special emphasis on driver awareness created by the designation of the Highway 30 Safety
Corridor, we have the opportunity to reduce all types of accidents at some very dangerous intersections,”
notes state senator and U. S. 30 Safety Corridor Working Group Co-chair Betsy Johnson. “As school
starts and buses are on the highway, we should renew our collective commitment to making Highway 30
safer.”

During the first quarter following the Safety Corridor designation, Oregon State Police troopers made
nearly 800 traffic enforcement contacts patrolling within the safety corridor. When possible, OSP will

patrol during peak commuting times when school buses are out picking up and dropping off students.

The U.S. 30 Safety Corridor Working Group continues improve safety along Highway 30. Since inception
in November 2010 has designated a safety corridor and conducted a safety audit at between Milard Road
and Berg Road. Going forward, the team is evaluating proposed solutions from the safety audit, and will

conduct safety audits on U.S. 30 at Clatskanie Hill near Price Road and near Goble.
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