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JULY 25 2014 Strategic Planning Meeting Minutes FINAL approved by Board 

(Revised September 8 2014) 

 

Board Members Present: Staff Members Present: 

 Dwight Terry, President  Michelle Gaines, Executive Director 

 Chad Dresselhaus, Vice President  Merill Creagh, Investigator 

 Laurie Goolsby, Secretary / Treasurer  Cheryl Koshuta, Investigator 

 James Campbell  Tyler E Anderson, AAG 

 Nancy Corr   Carla Knapp, Office & Licensing Manager 

 Sirpa Duoos    

 Larry Gyure    

 David Noble   

 Erin Phelps 

 Jane Woodward  

   

Board Members Absent: Staff Members Absent: 

 Kevin Loveland, excused Brenda Biggs, Compliance Specialist 

      Marianne Itkin, Investigator 

      Lynne Nelson, Compliance Manager 

Morning Session Guests: 
 Cynthia Beal, OSU, Sustainable Cem. Studies Jay Noller, OSU, Sustainable Cem. Studies 

 Stephen Clarke, OSU, Sustainable Cem. Studies Pat Turpen, Pioneer Memorial Cemetery 

 Sharon Suhr, Eureka Cemetery Association Cindy Hinton, Duens Memorial Chapel 

 Steve Carmichael, Western University Willed Body Program 

 Steve Smith, Rest-Haven Mem Park, OFDA Greg A Heckman, Keizer Chapel, Restlawn 

 Nancy Felton, Crescent Grove Cemetery Dennis Teskey, Gray West & Co 

 Bob Neff, Conger-Morris Noel Seats, Metro 

 Brian Norris, Bateman, Pacific Veiw Randy Tjaden, Cascade 

 Wally Ordeman, OFDA Corrina Patzer, VisionGift 

 Lonnie Beeler, SI Funeral Services, OFDA Tim Lancaster, Eternal Hills 

 Bob Gordon, Eternal Hills Rick Harvey, OFDA 

 Randy Wood, PMC Ron Benfield, Eureka Cemetery Association 

 Melisa McDonald, Metro Megan Gerber, Deadwood Pioneer Cemetery 

 Craig Collins, PCC   

 

Afternoon Session Guests: 
 Kyle Jansson, OPRD Heritage Aaron Adams, Pacific View Memorial Chapel 

 Michael Leamy, OCHC Michelle Gouldsmith, Willamette Memorial Park 

 Kuri Gill, OCHC Kristin Lowe-Bartell 

 Diane Elder, OCHC Robert Keeler, OCHC 

 Sharon Suhr, Eureka Cemetery Association Dirk Siedlecki, OCHC 

 Sharon Markham, Brumbaugh Cemetery Sue deBelloy, Eureka Cemetery Association 

 Tom Matteson, Eureka Cemetery Association Bill Rogers, Eureka Cemetery Association 

 Kathy Yakis, DFCS - DCBS Chuck Moody, Toledo Historical Cemetery 

 Colleen Nickerson, Alder Grove Cemetery Cricket Soules, Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery 

 Jeanean Craig, OCHC Maia Fiala, Oregon Heritage 

 Julia Larson, Oregon Heritage 
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I Call to Order 

The morning Strategic Planning Session of the Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board (Board) was 

called to order at 8:12 am in Newport.   

 

President Terry presented opening welcome comments and gave the floor to Investigator Koshuta, 

who was helping Director Gaines facilitate the morning session.  Participants were distributed at 

small tables with a mix of stakeholders and board and staff members at each table.   

 

The main topic of the morning session was the concerns, questions, issues regarding the Indigent 

Disposition Fund.  Participants were told to not limit discussion on impacts, or process, but to think if 

this was a perfect world, this is the outcome we want to happen, and then look at where it is now, and 

how to get there.   

 

The attendees then alternated between small group discussion tables, and reporting out to the full 

group on this topic.  The outcome will be discussed at the next Board meeting, and shared with all 

participants, once the Board has reviewed.   

 

II Adjournment - the morning session adjourned at 11:58 am. 

 

III Call to Order 

 

The afternoon Strategic Planning Session of the Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board (Board) was 

called to order at 1:00 pm in Newport.   

 

President Terry presented opening welcome comments and gave the floor to Melisa McDonald, who 

facilitated the afternoon session.  Participants were distributed at small tables with a mix of 

stakeholders and board and staff members at each table.   

 

The main topic of the afternoon session was the Future of Cemeteries in Oregon.  The attendees then 

alternated between small group discussion tables, and reporting out to the full group on this topic.   

 

At the conclusion of the afternoon session, Director Gaines said Board staff would compile and send 

to both the Board and the Commission, as well as the attendees.   

 

President Terry then asked if there were any other additional comments.  Hearing none, he thanked 

everyone for their full participation and adjourned the meeting. 

 

IV Adjournment - the meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm. 
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