
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) defines a service animal “as any guide dog, 
signal dog, or other animal individually trained to provide assistance to an individual with 
a disability.” Service animals do not have to be licensed or certified by state or local 
government. Under the ADA, they are permitted in private facilities that serve the public, 
including shelters, hospitals, and emergency vehicles; in state and local government 
facilities; and in the workplace.  

 


