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ODOT construction boosts local economy

By ODOT STAFF
For Burns TiMES-HERALD

Bridge construction on the
Central Oregon Highway
(US. 20) this past year
brought new jobs and eco-
nomic investment to Central
and Eastern Oregon. To date,
ODOT contractors on the
OTIA III State Bridge Deliv-
ery Program and other ODOT
projects have boosted the lo-
cal economy by just under $3
million.

In Burns, ODOT’s econom-
ic investment created new
jobs and steady work at a lo-
cal lumberyard, increased
rentals for a local rental busi-
ness and resulted in work for
a local contractor. Repairing
or replacing bridges along
U.S. 20 also removed weight
restrictions that were limit-
ing truck mobility into and
out of the region.

The new jobs, additional
revenue and increased freight
mobility are particularly im-
portant in the central and
eastern parts of the state,

where economic recovery dur-
ing the past few years has
been steady but slow.

Parr Lumber in Burns is a
good example of how con-
struction on bridges helps lo-
cal businesses. Parr Lumber
worked with Hamilton Con-
struction on a project for more
than a year and “moved a lot
of business over the counter,”
said Assistant Manager John
Case.

ODOT encourages contrac-
tors to use local businesses,
and Case said the project def-
initely increased the lumber-
yard’s profits.

ACW Rentals, also in
Burns, did about $10,000 of
business with Hamilton be-
tween February 2005 and Au-
gust 2005, according to Matt
Nonnenmacher, the store
manager. Hamilton rented a
compaction roller, multiple
forklifts and other small
pieces of equipment that are
too bulky to move long dis-
tances.

The bridge construction

brought ACW unexpected
revenue. Regular road con-
struction, which is common in
the summer, uses specialized
equipment, most of which
contractors own. But for
bridge construction, contrac-
tors need a wider variety of
equipment of the sort ACW
can supply.

The Central Oregon High-
way project included the re-
pair or replacement of 16
highway bridges along U.S.
20, three of which were fund-
ed by the bridge program. The

remaining 13 bridge projects, .

funded by the STIP, were
completed earlier this year.
Prime contractor Wildish
used Bend-based Dice Con-
struction as a subcontractor.
Dice worked on five separate
bridge projects worth a total
of $785,000.

“It was a pleasure to work
with Wildish on the Central

Oregon Highway project,”
said Denis Dice, owner of Dice
Construction. “We appreciat-
ed the work and look forward
to future projects. I think that
ODOT and its contractors are
doing great work out here.”

The bridge construction
contracts helped Dice Con-
struction increase revenue
while providing steady em-
ployment in the Burns region.
The repaired and new bridges
also helped remove weight re-
strictions on routes to and
from the company, restric-
tions which had been having
a negative impact on his busi-
ness.

“I think it was a very good
move to build stronger
bridges on those routes,” Dice
said. “We used to have to de-
tour around some bridges,
sometimes for miles. Now, we
have more freedom and are
cutting our fuel costs.”



