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Oregon Freight Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2015 
Jackson County Auditorium 

White City, Oregon 
 
 

Attendees: Susie Lahsene; Martin Callery; Deena Platman; Terry Fasel; Brodie Harvey; David 
Harlan; David Anzur; Mitch Swecker; Tracy Whalen; Mike Quilty; Mike Montero; Alan Unger; 
Nick Fortey; Tim Collins; Brodie Harvey; 
 
On Phone: Wayne Bauer; Mark Landauer  
 
Guests: Terry Fisel; Jenna Stanke Marmon; Scott Parkinson 
 
Staff: Jerri Bohard; Erik Havig; Chris Cummings; Roseann O’Laughlin; Becky Knudson; Robin 
Marshburn; Sharon Kautz 
 
 
Call to Order – Susie Lahsene 
 
Susie called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 
 
 
Welcome to New Members – Susie Lahsene 
 
Susie recognized the work of our membership chair, Deena Platman. We have four new 
members as of this meeting and are presenting four more.  
 
 
Review of Minutes 
 
Minutes from the June 10, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved. Motion to approve the 
minutes passed unanimously. 
 
 
ODOT Business Report/Legislative Update – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
Item 1 -The Truck Parking Research Pilot study kicks off Thursday in Bend, Oregon. This 
project came out of the OFAC meeting we had in Bend last year and mainly focuses on the 
Region 4 area. The research is coordinated with Oregon State University and Sal Hernandez is 
the Project Manager. The goals they hope to achieve: 
 

• Identify data that will be used to identify safety issues and truck parking locations. 
• Stakeholder outreach to get operator input. 
• Focus is on Region 4 the idea is lessons learned will be applicable to the rest of the state. 
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• Truck safety. 
• Identify future truck demand. 

 
Item 2 - ConnectOregon VI has kicked off and we are in the process of developing the 
applications. 
 
 
Hot Topics Roundtable – All 
 
Martin Callery – Truck parking issue on Hwy 101 in the Coos Bay/North Bend area. 
 
Roseann O’Laughlin – Truck parking issue as pertains to safety. 
 
Tim Collins – We are close to getting a Notice to Proceed for the Portland Region’s Over-
dimentional Truck Route Study that would identify some of the pinch points where over size or 
over weight vehicles are unable to use the facility. We are also starting to update our Regional 
Freight Plan and will be looking to prioritize both short term and long term freight projects. 
 
Mike Montero – Pending urban growth boundary amendments; freight carrying capacity. 
 
Alan Unger – Speed change on highways on the east side from 55 to 65 and how will that impact 
traffic? Truck parking issue. 
 
Terry Fasel – gave a brief background of himself. 
 
Nick Fortey – Federal legislation addressing transportation with an emphasis on freight and how 
it moves the economy; providing a system through the modes. Truck parking issue. 
 
Mike Quilty – 1) Inability to move commodities through the Port of Portland – manufacturers are 
seeing $600 to $1000 dollars a truckload increase in the cost of moving things they are exporting 
from the United States. Can they remain economically competitive? 2) Rogue Recycling is 
putting in a CNG refueling station. We need more infrastructure to allow for more low cost, low 
carbon content refueling stations. 
 
Tracy Whalen – The company has downsized or closed plants and have laid off office staff. 
From a mining perspective, the outlook is not good. 
 
Mitch Swecker – 1) The FAA has given us the promise of funds to update the aviation modal 
plan over the next two to three years. There will be a freight component to the plan so we will be 
looking for input from OFAC; 2) HB 2075 gives us 2% at gas pump for jet fuel. 50% will go for 
rural airport support, grants for economic development, emergency or disaster infrastructure and 
grant matches from the FAA. 
 
Sal Hernandez – Truck parking. On a national level, urban freight movement and safety hazards 
in regards to pedestrians and bicyclists.  
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Susie Lahsene – There is a Transportation and Community Summit at Portland State University 
next week. One topic is on sustainable freight. There is also a meeting the following day on 
Sustainable Smart Freight Strategies at the City of Portland.  
 
Scott Parkinson – There is a need for public funding resources for short rail links in the state. We 
will need serious public backing until we attract an anchor tenant. 
 
David Anzur – 1) Working on an intermodal project with the State of Washington with a short 
line railroad in Tacoma – could have some lessons learned; 2) Congestion in Portland – ramp 
meters are turned off on weekends which seems to contribute to congestion. 
 
Becky Knudson – 1) Communication issues relating to freight. 2) Metro is developing a new 
freight model; the statewide model will eventually talk to the Metro model to give is more 
information to share. 
 
Dave Harlan – 1) Trade logistics initiative – Shippers in eastern Oregon, Washington and Idaho 
impacted by the Terminal 6 situation; 2) Governor’s Transportation Visioning Process. 
 
Jenna Stenke – The Medford viaduct where 50% of the trips are the 3 miles between the north 
and south Medford interchanges. Implication of improving the transit service to get the single 
occupants out of their cars. Truck/pedestrian safety issues. 
 
Chris Cummings – Transportation Visioning and ConnectOregon. 
 
Brodie Harvey – 2014 Knife River had its best year since 2007. Are working with parent 
company to invest money in Oregon and grow Knife River here. Exporting railroad bridge kits. 
 
Jerri Bohard – 1) STIP Enhance Program proposals are out. 90% of STIP funds are in fix-it; 2) 
Speed increase and implications/impacts. Oregon saw increases in crashes and fatalities in 2014; 
3) Research on doing bridge inspections using drones; 4) November 12 -13 is the OTC 
Workshop in Silverton, Oregon with a discussion on transportation funding. 
 
Erik Havig – We are working with the Safety Division to update the Oregon Transportation 
Safety Action Plan. 
 
Deena Platman – 1) Evaluation of the dedicated incident response patrols in District 8 – seeing 
reduction in incidence response time and overall fatalities; 2) Update of the Traffic Incident 
Management Strategic Plan for ODOT statewide; 3) I-84 Corridor Management Plan from 
Boardman to the state line. 
 
 
Highway Over-Dimension Load Pinch Points (HOLPP) Study Update – Robin Marshburn 
 
Earlier this year Robin presented the framework for the HOLPP Study project, and gave an 
update on the progress of the project. This study is implementing the freight plan strategies 5.2 
and 5.3 that identify barriers to the movement of oversize loads. It is a statewide study by 
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maintenance district; there are 14 maintenance districts in the state. There are three types of 
pinch points: 
 

• Wide and long 
• Vertical clearance 
• Heavy load 

 
The report included in your packet today is for Region 3, Maintenance District 8, the area we are 
in today. There are 32 pinch points identified in this District: 18 of then are wide and long and 13 
are vertical clearance. There are no heavy load pinch points in the area. Five of these pinch 
points have been identified as high priority. This information will be provided to the Regions and 
to the ACTs to help inform them for the 2018-21 STIP. 
 
 
Keeping Oregon Trade Moving Workshops Review – Susie Lahsene 
 
There is a summary of the July 24th meeting in your packet. Some short term opportunities would 
be creating drop off yards near potential gateway or export locations; matching service for 
equipment and containers; and finding a way to do a better job of matching inbound and 
outbound container traffic in some organized way that does not have public management. 
 
How do we get the empty containers back to the shippers? Currently it is not economical. Rail 
lines have been resistant to doing short hauls. There has been discussion about using ocean 
barges, but it is still an economic issue. There is also the issue of the shortage of truck drivers. 
 
The communication that is happening now needs to continue in the future across commodities in 
the future. The Governor’s Transportation Visioning Panel is more long term. One of the sub-
committees is for freight and freight modes. We would like to tie the import/export initiative into 
the freight mode sub-committee.  
 
The container operation represents 20% of the business of the Port of Portland on the marine side 
in terms of tonnage. The Terminal 6 issue has greatly impacted the shipping industry in Oregon. 
 
 
Membership – Deena Platman 
 
Welcome new members: Brodie Harvey, Terry Fasel and Sal Hernandez are with us today. Janna 
Jarvis is our other new member, but was unable to attend this meeting. We also have four 
potential new members: Scott Parkinson, Michael Paul Aliason and Kevin Downing.  
 
Martin Callery moved to accept the new members; Michael Montero seconded the motion. The 
names will be forwarded to Director Matt Garrett for their official appointment. 
 
We are still looking for new members to represent the trucking industry and League of Oregon 
Cities, so keep the nominations coming. 
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ConnectOregon VI – Chris Cummings 
 
ConnectOregon is a non-highway transportation grant where the state will pay up to 70% of your 
transportation project. Application packets for the next round will be going out October 5, 2015 
and will be due November 20th. Any project that involves marine, aviation, rail, transit or 
bike/ped is eligible for ConnectOregon. 
 
Changes from the last round of ConnectOregon include: 
 

• The match amount has been changed from 20% to 30%. 
• Columbia County is now part of ODOT Region 2. 
• If you or your company/affiliation has an application in for consideration, you cannot set 

on the Final Review Committee. 
 
 
OFAC Bylaws – Roseann O’Laughlin 
 
It is time to review the bylaws and determine if they are still appropriate and best represent the 
mission and representation of OFAC. See handout. Roseann chose three categories to review: 
 

• Membership type – Remove the type designation so all members are general and are 
eligible to vote. 

• Term length – Establish a uniform term length for all members and adjust bylaws 
accordingly. 

• Representation vs. person – Add/revise language to specify categories of members; add 
language regarding organization change. 

• Reference to Freight Mobility Unit – Now called the Freight Planning Unit; change 
references and add ODOT language. 

 
Add/clarify wording regarding public sector representation, possibly in the Mission Statement? 
 
Please review and send feedback to Roseann. The final draft will be brought back to OFAC in 
December for approval. 
 
 
OFAC Goal Development – Martin Callery 
 
Martin is looking for input from the membership regarding Goal Development. For example, #4 
Implement and Inform MAP-21… is this still valid?  
 
Please send comments to Martin by October 30th. Martin will bring a draft to the December 
meeting for consideration.  
 
 
Susie adjourned the meeting at 4:20 PM. 


