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SPACING STANDARDS FOR STATEWIDE HIGHWAYS(1)(2)
Rural Urban
Posted | Expressway Other Expressway Other UBA STA
Speed(3) * & *k * *
>55 5280 1320 2640 1320
50 5280 1100 2640 1100
40 & 45 5280 990 2640 990
30 & 35 770 770 720 @)
=25 550 550 520 4)

* UBA = Urban Business Areas  STA = Special Transportation Areas
** Spacing for Expressway at-grade intersections only. See Table 12 for interchange spacing.

(1)Where a right of access exists, access will be allowed to a property at less than the designated
spactng standard only if that property does not have reasonable access and the designated spacing
cannot be accomplished. If possible, other options should be considered such as joint access.

Where the right of access exists, the number of approach roads (driveways) to a single property
shall be limited to one, even when the property frontage exceeds the spacing standards. More
than one approach road may be considered if, in the judgment of the Region Access Management
Engineer, additional approach roads are necessary to accommodate and service the trafficto a
property, and additional approach roads will not interfere with driver expectancy and the safety of
the through traffic on the highway.

Approach roads shall be located where they do not create undue interference or hazard to the free
movement of normal highway or pedestrian traffic. Locations on sharp curves, steep grades,
areas of restricted sight distance or at points which interfere with the placement and proper
functioning of traffic control signs, lighting or other devices that affect traffic operation will not
be permitted.

If a property becomes landlocked, (no reasonable access exists) because an approach road cannot
be safely constructed and operated, and all other alternatives have been explored and rejected,




ODOT might be required to purchase the property. (Note: If a hardship is self<inflicted, such as
partitioning or subdividing a property, ODOT does not have responsibility for purchasing the
property.) (Note * has precedence over notes (2),(3) and (4).)

{2) These standards are for unsignalized access points only. Signal spacing standards supersede
spacing standards for approaches.

(3) Posted (or Desirable) Speed: Posted speed can only be adjusted (up or down) after a speed
study is conducted and that study determines the correct posted speed to be different than the
current posted speed. In cases where actual speeds are suspected to be much higher than posted
speeds, ODOT reserves the right to adjust the access spacing accordingly. A determination can
be made to go to longer spacing standards as appropriate for a higher speed. A speed study will
need to be conducted to determine the correct speed.

(4) Minimum spacing for public road approaches is either the existing city block spacing or the
city block spacing as identified in the local comprehensive plan, Public road connections are
preferred over private driveways, and in STAs driveways are discouraged. However, where
driveways are allowed and where land use patterns permit, the minimum spacing for driveways is
175 feet (55 meters) or mid-block if the current city block spacing is less than 350 feet (110
meters).
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OAR 734-051-0110 - Change in Use of an Approach

(1) When to submit an Application for State Highway Approach. An Application for State
Highway Approach must be submitted whenever there is an action or event that changes the
impact on the highway as defined in section (4) of this rule, arising from the use of a private
approach, even though there is an existing valid Permit to Operate, Maintam and Use an
Approach or a Permit to Operate, Maintain and use an Approach may not have been required
previously because it was a grandfathered approach.

(2) Change of Use Review Process. The Department, the applicant, and other governmental
agencies will look at the change of use when one or more of the following, by way of example,
ocour:

(a) Change in the zoning or a plan amendment designation;

{b) Construction of new buildings;

{c) Increase in floor space of existing buildings:

(d) Division or consolidation of property boundaries;

(e¢) Change in the character of the traffic using the approach;

(f) Change in internal circulation design; or

(g) Reestablishment of a property’s use, where such use has been discontinued for a period of two
years Or more.

(3) The change of use review process does not incladed:

(a) Modifications in advertising, landscaping, general maintenance or aesthetics that do not affect
internal or external traffic flow or safety; or

(b) Buildout or redevelopment of a previously reviewed and approved development plan which
was within the parameters of a transportation impact study not more than five years old from the
time of redevelopment, or certified by an Oregon Registered Professional Engineer with expertise
in traffic that the current conditions are substantially the same as those upon which the
transportation impact study was based, and as set forth on OAR 734-051-0180.




(4) The change of use of an approach occurs when the action or event, outlined in section (2) of
this rule, affecting the subject property results in one or more of the following effects:

(a) The site traffic volume generation increases by 25 vehicles or more, in the peak hour, or
creates operational problems on the adjacent roadway;

(b) The peak hour volume of a particular movement to or from the highway increases by 20% or
more;

(c) Use of the approach by vehicles exceeding the 20,000 pound gross vehicle weight increases by
10 vehicles or more per day;

(d) The location of the approach does not meet minimum sight distance requirements or is located
where vehicles entering or leaving the property are restricted or such vehicles queue or hesitate on
the highway, creating a safety hazard; or

(e) A change in internat traffic patterns that may cause safety problems such as a backup onto the
highway or traffic crashes in the approach throat area.

(5) A change of use can be determined by field counts, site observation, traffic impact analysis or
study, field measurement, crash history, Institute of Transportation Engineer Trip Generation
Manual, and information and studies provided by the local agency.

(6) A Construction Permit for an approach where there is a change of use shall be issued in
accordance with the criteria for approving an approach as set forth in OAR 734-051-0080, An
application for an approach shall be submitted as set forth in OAR 734-051-0090, 734-051-0100,
734-051-0130 and 734-051-0140, and construction drawings and plans as set forth in OAR 734-
051-0220 and a Construction Permit as set forth in QAR 734-051-0230 also may be required.

(7) A change in use may require modifications to the existing approach or highway as set forth in
QAR 734-051-0210.
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