
OSSPAC MINUTES  
March 10, 2015 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. at the State Capitol in Salem. 
 
OSSPAC Members Present: 
Jay Wilson, Chair   Public member 
Jay Raskin, Vice Chair  Public member 
Doug Dougherty  Stakeholder: school district/community 

college/university 
Greg Ek-Collins   State agency: transportation 
Steve Lucker    State agency:  DLCD 
Ed MacMullan   Stakeholder: Banking 
Ian Madin    State agency: DOGAMI 
Michael Mumaw   Stakeholder: local government  
Althea Rizzo    State agency: OEM 
Cara Sloman    Stakeholder:  American Red Cross 
Jeffrey Soulages   Public member 
Susan Steward   Stakeholder: building owners 
Stan Watters Stakeholder: utilities 
 
OSSPAC Members Absent: 
Rep. Brian Clem   Stakeholder:  legislative assembly 
Walter McMonies   Stakeholder: multi-family housing 
Sen. Arnie Roblan   Stakeholder: legislative assembly 
Richard Rogers   State agency: building codes 
Kent Yu    Stakeholder: structural engineer 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Carmen Merlo PBEM 
Gloria Zacharias OBDD-IFA 
Rep. Deborah Boone Oregon State Legislator  
James Bela OR EQ Awareness 
Geoff Ostrove OBDD-IFA 
Jerry Palmer ASCE  
Allison Pyrch Hart Crowser 

 
 
1. Administrative Matters  
 1a. Welcome and Introductions 

Jay Wilson, Chair, opened the meeting and led introductions.   
 

1b. Review and Approval of Minutes from Jan. 13, 2015 
 
 Postponed.   
 



1c. Events notification 
 Jay Raskin attended Design Professional Day at the Capitol that 

supported ORTF recommendations 

 Jay Wilson attended the 4th NIST Disaster Resilience Framework 
workshop. 

o Indicated that the ORP is one of two main plans being 
used as basis for planning effort. 

o Resilience is an outcome and a disaster becomes a test. 
o Emphasis should be on bringing existing plans to a higher 

standard. 
o Resilience is being seen as transforming emergency 

planning to a business model. 

  
1d. New Business 
 OPB has an excellent ongoing series called “Unprepared”.  
 

Gold Beach Hospital story, featured on OPB, was aired nationally 
on NPR. 
 
Hear and Now will cover the trip that OPB’s made to Japan, 
including segments on the visit to the Ishinomaki hospital built with 
base isolation and a conversation with Mayor Jin Sato of 
Minamisanriku.    

 
 Stan Watters told about a Cascadia Linelines Project that Scott 

Ashford from OSU is involved in doing research.  Members include 
ODOT, Port of Portland, NW Natural Gas, PGE, Bonneville, 
Portland Water Bureau, Tualatin Valley Water Bureau and EWEB. 

  
1e. Time and Location for May 12 Meeting 
 The next meeting will be held at the Capitol in Salem. 
 

2. State Agency Reports 
OEM: Althea Rizzo presented report: 

 OEM and DOGAMI’s grant request to NTHMP to fund tsunami 
mapping, Tsunami.org, community outreach, create outreach to 
coast visitors, create tsunami comic book with Dark House Comics, 
detailed tsunami evacuation work with Cannon Beach, and resolve 
building code issues.  

 Work on the Cascadia Rising 2016 scenario. 

 OEM hiring new part time person to work on basic training module 
for employees in hospitality sector. 

 Andrew Phelps is the new Director of OEM.  Jay Wilson extended 
an invitation for him to speak to OSSPAC. 

 
 

 



 DOGAMI:  Ian presented report: 

 Ian is now the interim DOGAMI director. 

 DOGAMI’s budget has been changed from the one year budget in 
the Governor’s budget proposal to the standard 2-year budget.  
DOGAMI has been directed to do a sustainability review and look at 
funding mechanisms. 

 He reviewed the NTHMP grant. 

 Reviewed OSU’s plans for the Hatfield Marine Center being 
considered in the tsunami inundation zone in South Newport. He 
talked with the OSU architect who indicated that the building will 
meet tsunami safety standards. Chris Poland will be participating in 
the tsunami safety review. 

 SB 379 and Gold Beach: Ian has tried to talk with locals regarding 
the permit. 

 The DOGAMI Governing Board supports the new “L” line standard 
pending public input from the three planned meetings.  Ian is 
seeking funding for the meetings and is determined to make them 
happen.  

 There are three bills related to tsunami planning before the 
Legislature.  DLCD and DOGAMI believe the new tsunami line 
needs to be adopted before the planning efforts start. 

 Reviewed HB 1315 regarding the purchase by Oregon of USGS 
seismic instruments.  

 
 ODOT: Greg presented report 

 ODOT worked with OEM and the Chinook Group to review the 
Cascadia playbook. They looked at the first 14 days and all 
emergency support functions. There were 4 hour workshops. 

 The framework that has been developed is now at the forefront of 
such efforts nationally, making Oregon a leader.  

 They are working towards the Cascadia Rising exercise in 2016.   
ODOT will participate and help with staff training. 

 
DLCD:  Steve presented report 

 DLCD has concerns about some of the planning related legislation 
before the Legislature since there is no funding for the initiatives, 
which will stress local coastal communities who don’t have local 
resources for these efforts either.  

  DLCD is working with NOAA.  Just finished the NOAA grant for 
South Clatsop County. 

 They are working with FEMA on risk map projects with OPDR and 
creating a resilience plan for Lincoln County that will reference the 
ORP.  They need more resources to move this work coast wide. 

 
3. Legislative Report from Rep. Boone 



Rep. Boone was able to fill in the Commission about the current status of 
legislation supporting the Oregon Resilience Taskforce Recommendations 
and the ORP. 

 HR-5 and SB-808 have been combined into one bill relating to 
community resilience. 

 SB 94 is being considered for fuel tank and critical energy 
infrastructure hub resilience. 

 Greg asked questions about HR-5 (and SB-808) which seem to 
commit OSSPAC to redoing ORP. Rep. Boone said it was a place 
holder and its intent was to focus on social resilience, not redo 
ORP.  There was a general discussion between who should lead 
this effort, OSSPAC, HHR or a new task force.  There was support 
for the task force idea and looking at this as another chapter of the 
ORP. 

 
4. Christchurch Presentation by Carmen Merlo 

Carmen presented her talk “Earthquake Observations from New Zealand” 
about her visit to Christchurch last year to find out lessons learned by 
Christchurch that are applicable to Portland.   

 Portland and Christchurch have similar populations, and both have 
risks from subduction zone and crustal faults, liquefaction, and 
URM’s. They both had/have large numbers of URMs, heritage 
buildings, and non-ductile concrete buildings.  

 Christchurch had a series of five major earthquakes, all from 
previously unknown faults, along with 13,000 aftershocks. 

 The February 22nd earthquake had a peak ground acceleration of 
2g and was both vertical and horizontal.  There were 42 deaths due 
to URM’s, 83% of these deaths outside of the buildings.  

 The potential earthquake from the Portland Hills fault will be the 
closest equivalent to this earthquake. 

 Christchurch lost 70% of their commercial core and Portland can 
expect a similar percentage. 

 Liquefaction caused the loss of many residences.  This will be a 
problem in Portland as well, and for commercial areas as well. 

 There were problems with the ATC-20 green placards since they 
gave people false idea of safety of these buildings, especially after 
aftershocks.  They are considering making it white instead. 

 URMs that had even minimal seismic retrofits did visibly better than 
buildings with no retrofits. 

 Christchurch has made a big effort to save heritage buildings, even 
it meant just saving a façade. 

 Post-disaster planning initially had community involvement, but 
eventually was taken over by the Federal government.  

 The pace of recovery in Christchurch appears slow due to the fact 
that you have to repair horizontally (utilities and services) before 
you build vertically. 



 Economic resilience measures included changing zoning to allow 
commercial use in residential areas with a waiver system and $200 
million in wage subsidies. Business Continuity insurance became a 
problem for buildings that had minimal damage but were closed 
down by being in the cordoned off area of the downtown.  

 
5. Public Comment 

James Bela commented on GPS and early warning systems. 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at noon. 


