
OSSPAC MINUTES  - DRAFT 
March 8, 2016 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. at the State Capitol in Salem. 
 
OSSPAC Members Present: 
Jay Wilson, Chair   Public member 
Jay Raskin, Vice Chair  Public member 
Greg Ek-Collins    State agency: transportation 
Ian Madin     State agency: DOGAMI 
Walter McMonies   Stakeholder: multi-family housing 
Michael Mumaw (via phone) Stakeholder: local government  
Trent Nagele    Stakeholder: structural engineer 
Adam Pushkas   Stakeholder: building owners 
Althea Rizzo    State agency: OEM 
Jeffrey Soulages   Public member 
Stan Watters  Stakeholder: utilities 
 
OSSPAC Members Absent: 
Doug Dougherty  Stakeholder: school district/community 

college/university 
Rep. Paul Evans   Stakeholder:  legislative assembly 
Steve Lucker    State agency:  DLCD 
Ed MacMullan   Stakeholder: banking 
Sen. Arnie Roblan   Stakeholder: legislative assembly 
Richard Rogers    State agency: building codes 
Cara Sloman    Stakeholder:  American Red Cross 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Steve Anderson Rep. Paul Evans’ office 
Carmen Merlo PBEM 
Al Newnam Education 
Peter Sanford Quake-Safe Consulting 
Gloria Zacharias  OBDD 
 
1. Administrative Matters  
 1a. Welcome and Introductions 

 Jay Wilson, Chair, opened the meeting and led introductions.   
 
1b. Review and Approval of Minutes from January 12, 2016 
 Having a quorum, the January minutes were approved unanimously 

as written.   
 
1c. Events Notification 
 Jay Raskin reported on the Portland Critical Energy Infrastructure 

meeting he attended.  He was surprised to hear that the Hazus 



study showed little damage as a result of a Cascadia event.  The 
firm doing the study indicated that they did not include below 
ground infrastructure and assumed a medium risk for pre-code 
structures that weren’t covered by code at the time they were built. 
Ian Madin said that Hazus is not real reliable without specific data, 
and they are using the default setting.  Jay Wilson said that there is 
not much data about tanks in Hazus.  Jeff Soulages said that he is 
more concerned about mitigation. He said that since a 500 year 
event is being used for the study, mitigation strategies should cover 
a Cascadia event. Ian said that better results out of Hazus would 
mean lots of time and money.  Jeff said that for the steering 
community they reached out to the community, therefore no 
technical people.  He said that the ranking of hazards will be 
interesting for mitigation.    

 
 Jay Wilson said in his role as a NIST Fellow, he is attending a 

meeting next week on long term implementation of the NIST 
Community Resilience Planning Guide.  He is interested in 
community engagement and the planning process.   

 
 Jay Raskin reminded people about the NIST Community Resilience 

Panel meeting on April 4-5 in Portland.  
 
1d. New Business 
 Jay Wilson talked about the letter he and the Vice Chair sent to the 

Governor and Legislature regarding strengthening rules for building 
at the coast and adopting tsunami lines.  An example is the OSU 
Marine Hatfield Center and the review process in general.  Jay W. 
said that he received several calls from OSU staff concerning the 
letter.  Jay W. said he thought that giving $25 million to OSU 
without a cost/benefit analysis is a double standard when schools 
going through the seismic grant program have to do the cost/benefit 
analysis and the cap is $1.5 million.  

 Ian suggested inviting OSU architect Kirk Pawlowski to come to 
OSSPAC and share their plans.  Jay Wilson agreed and said he 
has talked to Chris Poland, OSU’s consulting engineer, regarding 
their plans. 

 
1e. Time and Location for May 2016 Meeting 
 The next meeting will be held at the Capitol in Salem on May 10, 

2016. 
   
2. Reports from State Agency members 
 
OEM:  Althea Rizzo noted that Director Andrew Phelps attended the White 
House Early Warning meeting.  She said a lot is going on regarding Friday 



being the anniversary of the Japan tsunami.   Althea then talked about the 
Blue Line pilot project including Florence, Reedsport, Coos Bay, and Gold 
Beach.  Rep. DeFazio is joining the “Walk Out” event in Florence this 
Friday.  Althea is working with Dark Horse Comics on a tsunami-based 
comic planned for use with this year’s ShakeOut event. On Dec. 7-8 there 
will be an Oregon Tsunami Workshop being held in Florence.  The first 
day will be speakers from NOAA and USGS.  The second day will focus 
on state agencies and best practices.  There are 100 openings for 
attendees.  June of this year is the Cascadia Rising Exercise which has 
been a huge planning event. Althea attended a meeting with the tsunami 
education committee on two-week messaging. 
 

 DOGAMI:  Ian Madin announced that they received funding for the 
landslide project.  They will be working with the University of Oregon 
looking at lakes and sediment in the coast range.  Projects they hope to 
get funding for:  Did past big earthquakes cause strong shaking in 
Portland?  Did they cause liquefaction?  They are partnering with the Port 
of Portland.  Also, they would like to do detailed mapping of the Mt. Hood 
fault zone including Bonneville Dam.  Ian also said that DOGAMI is 
working with NSF to model how earthquakes would affect the economy, 
especially in regard to how many people would leave the area. 

 
 Jay Wilson asked Ian for an update on the inundation line project.  Ian 

said that new management at DOGAMI has slowed things, but their PIOs 
are working on including stakeholders. 

 
 ODOT:  Greg Ek-Collins said they are continuing to work with the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHA) in regard to the December storm.  So far 
there is $35 million in damage they will cover, but that might go up to $50 
million.  Greg said that the large sinkhole in SW Oregon is the biggest 
project so far.  The wet winter has caused landslides outside of the 
December event period.  They are working with OEM on planning for the 
June Cascadia Rising exercise.   

 
 Jay Raskin asked about the progress of the funding for ODOT’s 

transportation plan.  Greg said it wasn’t passed last session, but they are 
re-evaluating it.  It is extremely vital to ODOT mitigation efforts. 

 
  OBDD:  Gloria Zacharias said for the first round of Seismic Grants ($50 

 million for schools only), they received 107 applications for a total of 
 $123.3 million. At the April meeting the grantees will be decided, then 
 announced the next day.  All unfunded applications will roll over to the 
 next round. The next round will be in the spring, which is $125 million for 
 schools and $30 million for emergency services. In the February 
 legislative session, they received two limited duration positions to help 



 with the second round of grants.  This May and June OBDD will be holding 
 workshops for applicants.  

 
  Walt McMonies gave an update on the Portland URM Seismic Retrofit 

 Project and provided a handout.  The task force has formed some 
 recommendations for mandatory retrofit for Life Safety.  Building owners 
 would have 25 years to complete.  Incentives are needed.  Discussion 
 followed regarding Bolts Plus and modified Bolts Plus.  Adam Pushkas 
 said that due to cost, building owners are disinterested.  He would like a 
 focus group for advocacy.  Walt said that there will be pressure by lenders 
 and insurance companies.  Trent Nagele said that the US Resiliency 
 Council is making some headway for incentives, and building plaques are 
 good incentives.  Walt said that plaques work for a reward for buildings – 
 such as the LEED program.   
 
    BREAK 
 

3. USGS – Evelyn Roeloffs, Research Geophysicist 

 Evelyn gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding their proposed initiative 
to do seafloor monitoring for early warning.  Newly installed sea floor 
instruments in Japan showed the sea floor lurched 180 feet to the east 
during the M9 Tohoku earthquake.  Instead of needing ships to read the 
sensor buoys, remote-operated gliders would be used.  In September 
there is a workshop in Boise.  With the NSF Earth Scope project 
sunsetting, they are hopeful that they can get funding for a subduction 
zone observatory.  They have a 2018 goal. 

 
 Feedback to Evelyn:  Ian Madin said that he thinks the process is 

backwards.  He said it is best to find out what people want first, then go to 
scientists.  Jay Raskin asked if the monitors will tell us about aftershocks, 
and will it tell directions of shifting?  Evelyn said no on directions, 
aftershocks maybe.  Jay Wilson said he has concern about research being 
done and then never putting it into deliverables, and wondered how the 
initiative would tie into CREW.  Jeff Soulages suggested thinking about 
the end users and how they use info.  He said that the USGS changes 
things too fast, like their maps every couple of years.  Jay Wilson said that 
the upcoming Cascadia Rising Exercise will hopefully show where we 
need to put effort in the future. 

 
4. Old Business 

 The goals introduced for OSSPAC from the last meeting were reviewed.  
The first was a plan to implement a Safety Assessment Program in 
Oregon.  Jay Wilson said there needs to be help from the Building Codes 
Division.  Also, the OARs need updating on ATC-45 for flood and wind 
events.  It was suggested that a group or committee be formed to get this 
done.  Althea, Trent and Jay Raskin said they would help. Althea 
suggested Richard Rogers be asked to join. Jay Wilson said that others 



outside of OSSPAC could join.  He said that what is needed is people that 
would come to the legislature and say this is needed.  Both Jays will work 
on the focus of this committee. 

 
 Regarding the adoption of the new tsunami line, Ian said this is moving 

ahead.  He is wondering if DOGAMI is the right agency to be doing 
regulations on site development.  Since 1995 they have only talked to 
seven developers.  He suggested that OSSPAC take on this work for the 
2017 legislature.  Jay Raskin suggested Ian, Steve Lucker, and Doug 
Dougherty for this committee. 

 
 The third goal was mass care and sheltering.  Jay Wilson said this is a 

humanitarian issue, not an OEM issue.  The Jays will continue to work on 
this, and the possibility of revisiting SB 808. 

 
 Jeff Soulages reported on the White House Summit.  He said it was well 

attended – 60-70 people.  The Pacific Northwest was well represented.  
Sec. Jewell spoke, and Jeff said he was glad she had a background of 
working in Seattle.  Afterward, Jeff spent time on Capitol Hill meeting with 
legislators on funding for early warning systems of earthquakes.  He said 
Red Cross volunteered to take on the education piece.  Jeff said that there 
is a lot of talk about ways to let public know what to do after event, not just 
a countdown.  This could be done via phone sensors.    

 
 Althea said she is skeptical of the early warning project.  A lot of money 

will be going into science, not public education.  She said we should still 
push the Stop, Drop and Cover message.  Net neutrality is important.  Jeff 
Soulages said that this event will happen, and a lot of things are done by 
phones already.  The Red Cross is extremely good at messaging, and 
encouraged Althea to get involved with what they are planning.  Jeff said 
he was excited about the automatic damage preventative measures that 
early warning can do like stopping trains, opening fire station doors, etc. 

 
 Lastly, Jay Wilson gave an update on the State Resilience Officer position.  

The last he heard was that Heidi Moawad was waiting for the legislative 
session to be over.  Jay W. said that he asked about how OSSPAC could 
give input. 

 
5. Public Comment 

 Pete Sanford from Corvallis talked about his company, Quake Safe 
Consulting.  Carmen Merlo from PBEM announced that they received a 
$500,000 FEMA grant for seismic upgrades of homes.  This would pay for 
half the cost of each home selected in Portland. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at noon. 


