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Assessment Questions: Environmental Response/Health and Safety

Draft Questions

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE/HEALTH AND SAFETY

Capability Description:  Ensure the availability of guidance and resources to address all hazards
including hazardous materials, acts of terrorism, and natural disasters in
support of the responder operations and the affected communities.

Mission Area: Response
Resources Used to e Target Capabilities List (Environmental Health, Responder Safety and
Develop Questions: Health, WMD and Hazardous Materials Response and Decontamination)

e Comprehensive Preparedness Guide (CPG) 101
e Emergency Management Standard by EMAP

PLANNING

1. Does your jurisdiction have plans that address environmental health? Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no
2. If yes, do the plans include the following elements: Answer: multi-answer
a. Potable water supply issues
Waste water issues
Mass care operations
Solid waste and debris management
Hazardous materials
Vector control response
Food and agriculture safety and defense
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Food supply issues

Re-entry and reoccupancy concerns
j. Outdoor environmental concerns
k. Coordination with local and mutual aid partners
|.  Coordination with state and federal agencies
m. Coordination with the private sector
3. Does your jurisdiction have plans that address hazardous materials response? Answer: radio
button, yes/in progress/no
4. If yes, do the plans include the following elements: Answer: multi-answer
a. Collection, prioritization, and management if environmental data and information
b. Monitoring and sampling strategies and operations
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Generation of dispersion assessments

Establishment of a hot zone for responder operations
Provisions for rescue of victims from the hot zone
Secondary public protective measures

Product/agent control operations
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Coordination with local and mutual aid partners
i. Coordination with state and federal agencies
j. Coordination with the private sector
5. Does your jurisdiction have plans that address responder health and safety? Answer: radio
button, yes/in progress/no
6. Ifyes, do the plans include the following elements: Answer: multi-answer

a. Training

b. Exposure monitoring

c. Personal protective equipment
d. Health and safety planning

e. Risk management practices

f. Medical care

g. Decontamination procedures
h. Infection control

Vaccinations for preventable diseases

Adequate work-schedule relief

—

k. Shelter and feeding

I.  Psychological support

m. Follow-up medical assessments

n. Coordination with local and mutual aid partners
o. Coordination with state and federal agencies

p. Coordination with the private sector

7. Do safety plans exist for all response locations including command posts and the EOC? Answer:
radio button, yes/in progress/no

8. Are health and safety plans implemented at the beginning of a response? Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no

9. Are their procedures in place to ensure personnel accountability? [TCL] Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no

10. Do your plans include procedures for identification of subject matter experts (Examples:
Certified Industrial Hygienist, Public Health Service, radiological expert, biological expert,
engineer, etc.) who may be accessed for specific health and safety concerns? [TCL] Answer:
radio button, yes/in progress/no

11. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability as it relates to planning? Answer:
dropdown, 1 - 10
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ORGANIZATION

12. Have you identified primary and supporting agencies responsible for coordinating
environmental response/health safety efforts? Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no
13. Do you have a mechanism in place to engage local partners in planning for environmental
response/health safety? Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no
14. Is an environmental health official included in your command staff? [TCL] Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no
15. Does your emergency management organization coordinate with the appropriate agencies for
the analysis and database management of environmental samples and for the interpretation of
results and risk communication? [TCL] Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no
16. Do response operations include development of Crisis and Emergency Risk Communication
information on environmental health concerns for dissemination through the Joint Information
Center to media, public, partners and stakeholders? [TCL and EMAP] Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no
17. Does the management structure allow for staffing of Environmental Health Task Forces or Strike
Teams as appropriate? [TCL] Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no
18. Is a procedure in place to request additional environmental response / health and safety
resources through: Answer: multi-answer
a. Mutual Aid
b. Private vendors
c. Regional resources (i.e. hazmat)
d. State agencies
e. Federal agencies
19. Are systems in place to record and report injuries or illnesses? [TCL] Answer: radio button, yes/in
progress/no
20. As part of incident management, are critical incident stress management (CISM) strategies,
programs, and teams provided as needed? [TCL] Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no
21. At the end of a response, are the hazardous materials branch/group and all other exposed
personnel debriefed on site-specific occupational safety and health issues? [TCL] Answer: radio
button, yes/in progress/no
22. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability as it relates to organization? Answer:
dropdown, 1 - 10

EQUIPMENT

23. Do you have adequate equipment and supplies to implement environmental response/health
and safety actions for your jurisdiction? Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no

24. If not, which of the following equipment and/or associated resources are you most in need of to
support environmental response/health and safety actions? Answer: multi-answer
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Laboratory services

Fit-test mobile unit

Respiratory protective equipment (SCBAs, PAPRs, P100s, etc.)
Other PPE (gloves, tyvek, etc.)
Environmental monitoring equipment
Head protection

Hearing protection

High-visibility apparel

Eye washes

Portable showers

Other (text box)

25. Are procedures in place to track the use of health and safety equipment on site?

26. Are procedures in place for the demobilization of health and safety equipment to ensure

readiness for the next deployment? [TCL]

27. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability as it relates to equipment? Answer:
dropdown, 1 - 10

TRAINING

28. Have you identified staff and key partners responsible for implementing environmental

response/health and safety actions? Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no

29. Have identified staff been trained on environmental response/health and safety actions?

Answer: radio button, within the past year/within the past 2 years/within the past 5 years/no

30. If yes, which aspects of the environmental response/health and safety capability have been

trained to? Answer: multi-answer

a.
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“HAZWOPER”

Personal Protective Equipment

Respiratory use

Hazard specific

Fire

Electrical hazards

Collapsed structures

Debris

Acts of violence

Emergency vector control

Maintenance of geo-coded environmental health databases
Emergency food safety response (including volunteers)
Sanitation assessments of mass care operations
Drinking water systems
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31. Is a records management system (procedure or tool (i.e. spreadsheet)) in use to track initial and
refresher training attendance and needs? [TCL]

32. Are all response personnel fitted, medically cleared, and trained to use necessary PPE? [TCL]

33. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability as it relates to training? Answer:
dropdown, 1 - 10

EXERCISES

34. Has your emergency management organization conducted a disaster response exercise that
incorporates elements of environmental response/health and safety? Answer: radio button,
yes/in progress/no

35. If yes, when? Answer: radio button, within the past year/within the past 2 years/within the past
5 years/no

36. Have exercises assessed pre-incident safety and health training to determine if responders have
the necessary health and safety training to perform their tasks? [straight from TCL] Answer:
radio button, yes/in progress/no

37. Have exercises included development of an Incident Specific Health and Safety Plan? [TCL]
Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no

38. Have exercises included a scenario on environmental contamination by hazardous material?
[TCL] Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no

39. Has exercising of the environmental response/health and safety capability led to identification
of corrective actions in regard to this capability? Please identify in the gaps section of this
question. Answer: radio button, yes/in progress/no

40. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability as it relates to exercises? Answer:
dropdown, 1 - 10

GLOBAL

41. Based on your responses to the questions above, how would you rate your overall
environmental response/health and safety capability? Answer: dropdown, 1 - 10

42. Based on your responses to the questions above, what priority (high, medium, low) would you
assign to the environmental response/health and safety capability for your jurisdiction?
Answer: radio button, H, M, L

43. Please identify which hazard/threat would most likely tax your ability to perform the
environmental response/health and safety capability? Answer: dropdown, hazards

44. Have you identified any planning barriers or do you have any additional notes or comments
regarding the environmental response/health and safety capability? Answer: Text
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