
April 17, 2018 

Todd Cornett 

Oregon Department of Energy 

550 Capitol St. NE, 1st Floor 

Salem, OR 97301 

Subject: Stateline Wind Project – Amendment Determination Request 

Dear Mr. Cornett: 

NextEra Energy Resources (NextEra), on behalf of its wholly-owned subsidiaries (FPL Energy 
Stateline II, Inc. and FPL Energy Vansycle LLC), is preparing a fifth Request for Amendment (RFA 5) 
for the Stateline Wind Project, specifically for the Stateline 3 facility in Umatilla County, Oregon, 
near the town of Helix (see enclosed figure). NextEra proposes to change the name of the facility 
from Stateline 3 to Vansycle II, and to repower the facility. The purpose of the repowering is to take 
advantage of technological advancements to optimize consistent energy output. The peak 
generating capacity will remain the same (98.9 megawatts).  

Repowering will generally consist of: 

• Replacing existing nacelles and turbine blades for a new maximum height of approximately
440 feet (the facility is currently permitted for a maximum height of 416 feet) on the
existing towers;

• Redeveloping, to the extent necessary, previously approved temporary laydown areas
(entirely in previously disturbed areas); and

• Redeveloping, to the extent necessary, previously approved temporary access road
improvements (entirely in previously disturbed areas).

NextEra understands that RFA 5 will be processed under the Oregon Department of Energy's 
(ODOE's) new administrative rules governing site certificate amendments, per Oregon 
Administrative Rules (OAR) Chapter 345, Division 27. NextEra believes RFA 5 will be subject to the 
Type B review process described in OAR 345-027-0051(3), for the following reasons: 

OAR 345-027-0057(8) In determining whether a request for amendment justifies review under the 
type B review process described in 345-027-0051(3), the Department and the Council may 
consider factors including but not limited to: 

OAR 345-027-0057(8)(a) The complexity of the proposed change; 
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Stateline Wind Project – Amendment Determination Request 

The purpose of RFA 5 is to repower an existing, operational wind farm on existing structures. There 
will be no new permanent ground disturbance, nor any changes to the Site Boundary. There will be 
proposed changes to two site certificate conditions: 37 and 126. One of these deals with the total 
height of the turbines, and other is regarding the blade to tip setbacks. In advance of submitting 
RFA 5, NextEra has initiated communication with Umatilla County regarding the blade to tip 
setbacks.  

OAR 345-027-0057(8)(b) The anticipated level of public interest in the proposed change;  

There will be no change to the overall operation of the wind farm. The height of the turbines will 
increase due to the new turbine blades, but the blades will be placed on the existing towers. 
Moreover, because they are existing, operational turbines, the height difference between the 
existing turbines and the modified turbines will be generally unnoticeable by the public.   

OAR 345-027-0057(8)(c) The anticipated level of interest by reviewing agencies; 

As part of RFA 5, NextEra will coordinate with reviewing agencies, as applicable, and incorporate 
any findings into the RFA. Because this is an existing wind farm, and there will not be any new, 
permanent ground disturbance, NextEra anticipates the level of agency interest to be low. 

OAR 345-027-0057(8)(d) The likelihood of significant adverse impact; and 

There will not be any new, permanent ground disturbance, nor any changes to the Site Boundary. 
Temporary ground disturbance will be in areas that were temporarily developed during initial 
construction and, consistent with the conditions of the site certificate, these areas will be graded 
and reseeded to wheat or native grasses as necessary to restore the areas to their pre-construction 
condition. Therefore, there is little likelihood of significant, adverse impact. 

OAR 345-027-0057(8)(e) The type and amount of mitigation, if any. 

Because there will not be any new, permanent ground disturbance impacts, NextEra does not 
anticipate substantial, if any, changes to existing mitigation plans.  

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working with you during the amendment 
process. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Jesse Marshall 
Project Director 
NextEra Energy Resources 
(760) 846-4421 
jesse.marshall@nee.com 
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