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To: Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council 
From: Chase McVeigh-Walker, Siting Analyst 
Date: May 14, 2019 

Subject: 
Staff Report Supplement for Agenda Items E & K (Montague Wind Power 
Facility): Comments received on DPO as of May 13, 2019 for May 16-17, 
2019 Council Meeting 

Attachments: Attachment 1: Comments Received on the DPO as of May 13, 2019 
 
On May 2, 2019, the Oregon Department of Energy (Department) provided the Oregon Energy 
Facility Siting Council (Council or EFSC) with a Staff Report for both Agenda Items E and K for 
the upcoming May 16/17 EFSC meeting. Attachment 3 of the May 2, 2019 staff report included 
all comments received on the DPO, as of May 2. This staff report, acting as a supplement to the 
May 2 staff report, presents all comments received by May 13, 2019.   
 
All comments received on the DPO by the date of issuance of this staff report supplement are 
indicated in the Comment Index below and are included in their entirety as Attachment 1. Any 
additional written comments received during the comment period will be transmitted to 
Council either electronically, or hand-delivered at the May 16-17 Council meeting.  
 

Comment Index 

Date Received Last Name First Name Entity 

Previously Provided in the May 2 Staff Report and Included in Attachment 1 

4/9/2019 Cherry Steve 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW) 

5/2/2019 Buck Craig Public 

5/2/2019 Fitzner Elaine Public 

Newly Submitted and Included in Attachment 1 

5/13/2019 Wales Barbara Public 

5/13/2019 Wisdom Michael Public 

5/13/2019 Wisdom Elias Public 
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MCVEIGH-WALKER Chase * ODOE

From: Steve Cherry <Steve.P.Cherry@state.or.us>

Sent: Friday, April 12, 2019 11:46 AM

To: MCVEIGH-WALKER Chase * ODOE

Cc: REIF Sarah J

Subject: RE: Montague Wind Power Facility: Notice of Complete Request for Amendment 4 of 

the Site Certificate, Draft Proposed Order – May 16, 2019 Comment Deadline

Attachments: ODFW Memo Montague_RFA4_ DPO.pdf

Chase, 
Please find attached ODFW’s comments on the RFA4 and DPO.  Please let me know if you have any questions or need 
anything else from ODFW.  Thanks 
 
Steve 
 

From: MCVEIGH-WALKER Chase * ODOE <Chase.McVeigh-Walker@oregon.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2019 4:17 PM 
Subject: Montague Wind Power Facility: Notice of Complete Request for Amendment 4 of the Site Certificate, Draft 
Proposed Order – May 16, 2019 Comment Deadline 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
On January 15, 2019, the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council (Council) and the Oregon Department of Energy 
(Department) received a complete Request for Amendment 4 of the Montague Wind Power Facility (RFA4). The 
Montague Wind Power Facility is an approved wind energy facility located in Gilliam County (referred to as “Phase 1”) – 
See locational map in the attached noticed. On April 5, 2019, the Department issued its Draft Proposed Order presenting 
recommended findings of fact related to Council standards at OAR Chapter 345 Divisions 22-24.  
 
Summary of the Amendment Request 
RFA4 seeks Council approval for authorization to add an additional 13,339 acres to the site boundary, seeks approval for 
the construction and operation of new facility components (referred to as “Phase 2”) including a solar photovoltaic array 
and battery storage, as well as turbine modifications (increasing maximum blade tip height from 486 feet to 597.1 feet), 
and flexibility to install any combination of wind and solar energy facility components as long as the total maximum 
output of Phase 2 would not exceed 202 megawatts (MW).  
 
Attachments 
Public Notice on Request for Comments on the Complete RFA4 and Draft Proposed Order is attached for your reference. 

RFA4, draft proposed order and public notice are available on the Department’s project website at: 
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/facilities-safety/facilities/Pages/MWP.aspx 

Comment Deadline 
Written comments on RFA4 and the draft proposed order must be received by the Department by the close of the May 
16, 2019 public hearing, and must be submitted in writing by mail, email, hand-delivery or fax per below: 
 
Chase McVeigh-Walker, Siting Analyst  
Oregon Department of Energy  
550 Capitol Street NE, 1st Floor  
Salem, OR 97301  
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Email: Montague.AMD4@Oregon.gov  
Fax: 503-373-7806 

Written or oral comments may be provided at the public hearing. The Council will not accept comments on RFA4 or 
the Draft Proposed Order after the close of the record of the Draft Proposed Order public hearing. 
 
Thank you, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 
Sincerely, 

Chase McVeigh-Walker 
 

 

Chase McVeigh-Walker Siting Analyst  
Oregon Department of Energy 
550 Capitol Street N.E., 1st Floor 
Salem, OR 97301 
P: 503-934-1582 
C:  971-600-5323 
Oregon.gov/energy 

 
Leading Oregon to a safe, clean, and sustainable energy future.  

 
 



MEMORANDUM 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Chase McVeigh- Walker 
  Oregon Department of Energy 
 
FROM:  Steve Cherry, District Wildlife Biologist 
  Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
  PO Box 363 Heppner, OR 97836 
  (541) 676-5230 
  Steve.p.cherry@state.or.us 
 
DATE:  April 12, 2019 
 
RE: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) Comments on the Request for 

Amendment 4 and the Draft Proposed Order for the Montague Wind Power 
Facility 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS:  ODFW appreciates the Applicant working to address all of the previous 

comments on this proposed Amendment.  ODFW is currently working with the Applicant and 

ODOE on the finalization of the Revegetation, Wildlife Habitat Mitigation, and Wildlife 

Monitoring and Mitigation Plans.  ODFW does not have any further comments on the RFA4 or 

the Draft Proposed Order. 

 

mailto:Steve.p.cherry@state.or.us
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MCVEIGH-WALKER Chase * ODOE

From: Wisdom, Eli <wisd2742@pacificu.edu>

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 8:41 PM

To: Montague AMD4 * ODOE

Subject: Letter for Public Comment Regarding RFA4

Attachments: E_Wisdom_Olex_Wind_Power_Letter.pdf

Please see the attached PDF. 
 
Thank you. 
 



May 13, 2019 
 
To: Chase McVeigh-Walker 
Oregon Department of Energy 
551 Capitol Street NE 1st Floor 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
From: Elias Wisdom 
64340 Mount Emily Road 
La Grande, OR 9850 
ewisdom@pacificu.edu 
 
Dear Mr. McVeigh: 

I am writing to address my concerns over the Montague 2 Wind Project located in Gilliam County, 

Oregon. I am specifically responding to the request for public comments on the complete request for 

Amendment 4, with a public comment period that ends on May 16, 2019. Please consider my letter as 

part of official public input on this proposed amendment. 

As an Oregonian and lifetime resident, I consider it paramount that the historic and beautiful landscapes 

that make Oregon treasured and rich with wildlife, be preserved and maintained whenever possible.  

The recent proposition which would build wind turbines in direct view from the Upper and Middle Rock 

Creek drainage, Olex Townsite, and many of the surrounding properties, will have a dramatic and 

negative impact on the unique attributes that contribute to the exclusivity of this landscape.  

Modifications to this proposal that will reduce these impacts do exist and need to be considered before 

the current proposal is solidified. 

The area in which wind turbines will potentially constructed is in direct site of a nationally historic 

cemetery located in Olex.  The gravesite is one of Oregon’s oldest, and contains the remains from some 

of the first to make their way West on the Oregon Trail. This cemetery is often visited by relatives and 

tourists for mourning, meditation, and appreciation of the contribution and storied past that these 

headstones represent.  Having large wind turbines in direct site of this cemetery is not only visually 

unappealing, it is disrespectful to the individuals whose remains are buried and the many who visit in 

remembrance. 

Beyond the dramatic impact on the historic nature of this area, the wind turbine expansion plan will 

have significant ecological impacts.  Wind turbines can have substantial impacts on many bird and bat 

species, many of which are native to Oregon.  The winged animals that are treasured in our state are 

routinely killed by large wind turbines, and it is widely accepted among research scientists that wind 

turbines do, and will continue, to damage the many bird and bat populations within Oregon.  Not only 

do the turbines physically harm birds and bats, but the anthropogenic noise created by these turbines 

has dramatic impact on their (and many other four-legged animal’s) ability to communicate amongst 

each other.  In doing so, these turbines will cause severe impacts to an animal’s ability to breed, avoid 

predators, and hunt for food, all of which have deleterious population impacts.  The negative impacts on 

the richness and diversity of fauna in this area will be felt at all levels of the food chain and also 

contribute to the loss of recreational activities that make this area a popular destination for 

outdoorsmen.  



Many of the historic, quiet, and beautiful landscapes that make Oregon exceptional are quickly being 

lost to increasing development.  The proposition that this letter refers to needs to be carefully examined 

from every angle, as well as thoroughly communicated and discussed with current residents, which, 

from my understanding, has not occurred.  From my own research and discussions with professionals, it 

is my understanding that the installment of solar panels in place of wind turbines can generate sufficient 

power.  This modification to the proposition will dramatically reduce the environmental impact on this 

area, and retain the many aesthetic and breathtaking views that make this area one-of-a-kind.  I strongly 

urge the discussion of solar panels in place of wind turbines, and for every possible attempt to be made 

to reduce the adverse effects on this area of Gillam County. 

I am highly in favor of generating renewable energy, although I believe that these endeavors can take 

place alongside preservation of the historic and ecological attributes of the environment.  Alterations to 

the Montague 2 Wind Project expansion should be seriously considered.  

Thank you for considering my comments and recommendations.  I look forward to hearing about the 

modifications and alterations to this expansion plan that will take wind turbines out of view from Upper 

and Middle Creek road, and the drainage below. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Elias Wisdom 




