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Driver Education Program Update  
 

William A. Warner, Driver Education Program Manager 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 

ANOTHER SCHOOL YEAR IS ALMOST HERE and we are gearing up for another 
eventful season of driver education in Oregon.  There are many new things to talk 
about as we begin the school year and I wanted to take a moment to share some of 
them with you! 
 
1. You may recall that our office is planning a change in the way student program 

completions are acknowledged; moving from seals to certificates issued 
through our office.  Completion certificates are going to be ready within the 
next month or so and we are really looking forward to the changeover.  The 
current seals that we have been using will be honored by DMV for 2 years 
from the implementation date of the certificates so there is no need to worry.  
You will need to document who your remaining students are receiving the 
seals, as the deadline to use seals is September 1, 2013.  After that date, only 

                the ODOT-TSD generated completion cards will be accepted by DMV. 
 
It is VERY important that you are careful when entering the student’s name into SDES (Student Data Entry System) because from now on, the 
certificates will be printed directly from your input.  Be sure to use capital letters for the beginning of the first and last names and be sure that 
they are entered in the correct order.  The system cannot differentiate from first name or last name so if you put in “Warner” for the first and “Bill” 
for the last, the certificate will read “Warner Bill.” 
 
2. Other changes and improvements include the Assurance form and Instructor Report.  (See related article on page 3). They are both on the 

website and you can identify them by the 2011 revision dates.  These new forms must be used from now on.  We are working on 
incorporating the data collected from these forms to be entered directly in a provider screen in SDES so 
fairly soon you will not have to submit a hard copy Instructor Report.  You will still have to submit the 
Assurance form since we need an original signature each year for reimbursement eligibility. 

 
3. For now, instructors will still have to submit their documentation to their employers to stay in compliance 

with state OARs but we are working towards a system where we will issue a certification for instructors that 
will last two years and be renewed through our office.  Until then, instructors remain responsible to keep 
their employers up to date on their status and training. 

 
Driver Education Program Update continued on page 2 
 
 

Ins ide  Th is  Issue… 

1 Driver Education Program Update 

2  
ODTSEA Hosts Its Annual Fall Conference in   
Lincoln City 
 

2 Please Continue to Help Us Spread the Word 

3 The Driver Education Team Needs Your Help 

3 Oh, the Forms… They Are A ‘Changin’ 

mailto:William.a.WARNER@odot.state.or.us
mailto:Mary.B.DEFERRARI@odot.state.or.us
mailto:Shari.C.DAVIS@odot.state.or.us
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TS/drivers_ed.shtml


Driver Education Program Update continued - 
 
 
4. Finally, plans have been released and work has begun on the state curriculum revision project due to be released in September 2012.  This 

will be the most ambitious project thus far and will include a student workbook that parallels the Oregon curriculum in addition to having 
each concept “supercharged” with student centered activities.  We are tentatively planning to showcase the new curriculum at the 2012 
ODTSEA Fall Conference!  

 
 

ODTSEA Hosts Its Annual Fall Conference at  
Chinook Winds Resort in Lincoln City 

The board members of ODTSEA want to let you know of a 
great opportunity this fall to earn all of your continuing 
education credits in one weekend at the coast.  This year the 
board has decided to move the conference to Lincoln City, 
Oregon at the Chinook Winds Conference Center for a 
weekend of fun and professional growth September 30th - 
October 2nd.  We have many workshops scheduled, breakout 
sessions, and keynote speakers guaranteed to pique your 
interest and meet your professional growth needs.   
 
Friday night will start off as an opportunity to hone your 
technology skills.  We have workshops for Mac and PC users 
who just want to find out how to better use their machines to 
present a quality driver education message.  We also have two 
speakers from the great state of Hawaii who will present on 
how to use the notebook PC to score, record and print out the 
results of each drive session right there in the car.          

 
 Saturday we have general sessions with Rich Hanson, Judge 
 Steven Todd, and Bill Warner highlighting excellence in driver 
 education and what every driver educator needs to know but 

         didn’t know whom to ask.   
  * Be sure to register before September 14th to avoid late fees 
 
Along with the general session we have great breakout sessions that will address some of the key issues that confront the driver educator on a 
daily basis.  Sunday is a continuation of Saturday with great workshops on best practices in the classroom and in the car.   
 
Registration is easy. Just follow the link http://www.regonline.com/drivereducation2011 to register.  You can pay with a credit card when you 
register on the website or by personal check at the door. Please note:  There will be no credit cards accepted at the door.   Be sure to 
register early to avoid late registration fees after September 14th.  When you register you will see information for room reservations at the resort.  
Register now and get your room locked in for this great conference!  
 
Check the ODTSEA website for further information.  Hotel information along with the conference schedule will be posted and the link for 
registration will also be posted.  

 
Please Continue to Help Us Spread the Word 
 

Do you know an instructor who does not use e-mail? Please share a copy of this newsletter! 
 
Do you know someone who would be interested in receiving conference information?  Please pass the 
information on to them or see if they would like to be added to our mailing list. 
 
Do you have a question you would like to have answered?  We will publish a Q & A column in the next newsletter 
if there are questions from our colleagues.     
 
Please submit your questions, suggestions and success stories for inclusion in future issues of this newsletter via 

     e-mail to william.a.warner@odot.state.or.us or shari.c.davis@odot.state.or.us. 
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The Driver Education Team Needs YOUR Help 
 
Over the next few months, we need to gather information to support the HB 2140 (mandatory driver education) concept in preparation for the 
next Legislative session in 2012.  We need a more concise collection of information that Troy Costales, ODOT-Transportation Safety Division 
Administrator, can take to the legislators.  Here are some of the things we need to know about your driver education school: 
 

1. What is your policy for “free/reduced” (ODE) or SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program - DHS) in 
regards to scholarships and other assistance programs? 

2. Do you have an attendance history for the last five years showing how many students qualified for the “free 
income level”?   How many students were at the “reduced” income level? 

3. Do you have other ideas or knowledge that could help the ODOT-TSD Driver Education Program provide 
additional support for students with financial challenges in order to promote driver education throughout the 
state? 

 
 The link to the survey is http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RV82SLG.  Please participate in the survey if 
 you have not done so already.  It is important that we get this information compiled for our next attempt at 
 passing this very important concept!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh, the Forms… They Are A’Changin’ 
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If you have the older versions of the forms saved to your 
computer, please delete those and go to the Driver Education 
webpage at 

Over the last month, the Driver Education team has been 
working to update the Assurance form, Instructor Report and 
Reimbursement Request form in an effort to gather more 
concise information.  There have been significant changes to 
the program over the last couple of years and along with that, 
we now need to gather more complex data which supports the 
expanding needs of the program and satisfies the legislative 
requests for support information. 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/TS/de.shtml to use 
the latest versions of the forms.  You should always start at the 
webpage to be certain you are using the most up to date 
versions of the forms and schedules.  
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