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Driver Education Program Update  
 
William A. Warner, Manager 
Driver Education Program 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 

In this update I want to highlight two items; HB 2264 and the Compliance program. 
 
First, HB 2264, the Driver Education Enhancement bill, just moments ago, was moved out of the 
House Committee on Transportation and Economic Development with a “do pass” recommendation 
for the House.  This is farther than we got with HB 2240 in the 2011 session, so this is something to 
celebrate!!  More to come!! 
 
I really love it when Mary returns from compliance review enthusiastic about the program’s 
preparation, responsiveness and their attention to issues raised during the inspection. Such was 
the case when she returned from Centennial High School’s recent review. The newly assigned 
program coordinator, past program coordinator and support staff all greeted her with their records 
ready to go. The few pieces that weren’t present were quickly gathered when it was brought to their 
attention. They checked in regularly for questions and they assured that the lesson plan and route 
were available for the scheduled lesson observation.  

 
The entire team responded in this way, including the lead instructor who met Mary at the site of the lesson observation. Mick introduced her to 
instructors who were present and demonstrated great pride in the team and in keeping the program moving in a positive direction. Following the 
lesson observation, Mick popped over again to assure all went well and to see whether there were any additional issues. 
 
Centennial High School is just one example - many of our providers are well prepared and respond in this way at the time of inspection. We 
want you to know that we appreciate your attention to running a strong program and we are glad to have you on board!   
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DEAC Chairman Update 
 
Rich Hanson, DEAC Chair 
DTS Consulting 
 

I have a wonderful opportunity to serve on the DEAC with a dedicated group of driver educators. Every member 
brings a wealth of knowledge, insight and experience that contributes to the committee’s success.  
 
This year we embarked on a journey to incentivize driver education to encourage people to sign up for a DE 
course.  A subcommittee of the DEAC met several times and came up with a list of ideas that were passed on to 
Bill Warner and Legislative Counsel.  Out of their efforts came HB 2264.  The goal of the bill is to increase 
access to driver ed for underserved populations. The bill does this in several ways.  First by increasing the 
reimbursement for low-income students making it financially feasible for them to take driver ed.  Secondly it 
gives Bill and ODOT TSD the opportunity to develop delivery tools to students who don’t have a provider readily 
available—more specifically for our kids in rural areas such as John Day,  Joseph and Lake View to name but a 
few.   The bill has just minutes ago passed out of the House Transportation Committee with a Do Pass 
recommendation and now goes to the floor.  

 
We still have our work cut out for us however.  The bill must pass the floor and then move on to the Senate.  Hopefully it will have as easy a time 
there as it has so far on the House side. 
 
There are still some ideas that the DEAC wants to promote to increase driver ed participation that didn’t make it into a bill this session.  The one 
that seems to have the most interest is getting the insurance industry on board with giving guaranteed discounts for passing a driver education 
class.  We are still working on that one and hope that we can get things done outside the legislature. 
 
There are some really good things happening with driver education and the future is bright for kids in Oregon.  If you are at the upcoming 
PacNW conference, make sure you touch base with the Committee members and let them know what you are thinking about or would like to 
see addressed in the future.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Attention All Providers… 
 
Are your teachers driving in a way that 
promotes risk free driving? We have seen 
instructor driving records with multiple 
convictions and a suspension, all in a short 
period of time.  
 
We recommend that providers obtain, and 
review, driving records of potential employees 
even though you are no longer required by 
ODOT to do so. A teacher may be eligible to 
obtain an Approved Instructor certificate, but 
not somebody you want teaching your teens. 
 
 
 

Driver Education Program Newsletter 2 



*Please note:   
The previously scheduled 
Coordinator Workshop has been 
canceled.  The video session will 
be available soon on the Driver 
Education Program webpage.  We 
will let everyone know when it is up 
and ready for viewing. 

 
 

The Pacific NW Driver & Traffic Safety Conference is Being Held Soon 
 

 
 
 
This year, the Spring Pacific NW Driver & Traffic Safety Conference is being held on March 15 & 16 in Portland, Oregon at the beautiful Red 
Lion Jantzen Beach Hotel on the River.   
 
On Friday, from 9:00am – 10:00am, the day will start with an organizational pre-meeting for Community Colleges and Commercial Driving 
Schools. This meeting will give individuals involved with those programs a chance to network and discuss issues that pertain to their specific 
programs. 
 
On Friday, from 10:00am – 11:45am, there will be a provider roundtable.  The roundtable sessions are casual, open forums where DE 
professionals meet to discuss issues pertaining to running a driver education program in Oregon. 
 
The quarterly Driver Education Advisory Committee meeting will be held from 12:30pm – 4:00pm.  The meeting is open to the public.   
  
On Friday night the pre-conference workshops will be held.  The schedule and topics are listed below. 
 
Friday, March 15 
5:00pm - First Aid/CPR Workshop Begins 
5:00pm - 6:00pm Registration       
6:00pm - 9:00pm Pre-Conference Workshops     
          
1 – First Aid/CPR (begins at 5:00pm) Fee: $25 
2 – Oregon Risk Prevention Curriculum Revision Showcase Fee: $20 
3 –The Paperless Option in BTW: Using a Tablet Fee: $25 
4 –Teaching Students with Physical and Developmental Disabilities Fee: $25  
 
Saturday will start at 7:15am for registration and breakfast.  
The conference begins at 8:00am with opening remarks.  Lunch is provided. 
Instructors have the opportunity to earn continuing education hours.   
 
For more information about the conference or for registration, go to the Western Oregon 
University – Division of Extended Programs webpage at http://www.wou.edu/provost/extprogram/tse2013conference.php.   
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Do You Bundle? 
 
Mary DeFerrari, Quality Assurance Specialist 
Driver Education Program 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 

The majority of our providers submit one reimbursement request per year. Doing so allows 
you to balance high cost classes with lower cost classes, allowing you to average out the 
expense and revenue over the entire year. If this is working for you, you probably don’t 
need to read further.   
 
Those who submit claims throughout the year have the same ability to average the 
expense and revenue, through “bundling.” If for some of your classes the reimbursement 
rate works out to less than $210 per student, bundling the claims may work to your 
benefit. Bundling simply smoothes out the highs and lows over the course of the year.  
 
Bundling only works when you submit more than one reimbursement request at a time. 
The classic scenario is a program that runs multiple courses simultaneously.   
 
To bundle, complete a separate reimbursement claim form for each course. Attach a 

cover letter to the bundled claims to summarize each of the claims and average the cost per student. The resulting average is what your 
reimbursement will be based on.  
 
Keep in mind that your bundle cannot cross fiscal years. Each bundle must contain claims for courses that ended during the same fiscal year, 
July 1 – June 30.  
 
If you think you may benefit from bundling, contact the driver education program office for submission instructions.  
 
 
 
As with every reimbursement request, deadlines must be heeded, as emphasized in Oregon Administrative Rule.  
 
OAR 737-015-0100 (5) Claims received after the published deadline will not be considered for reimbursement at any time. 
 
Due to more frequent requests and closer communication with legislators, it is even more important for the state program to receive all student 
numbers accurately and timely. Without your reporting, our data doesn’t accurately reflect what is happening across Oregon. This year, we will 
begin exercising the option to deny reimbursement when applications are received after the date due, but no worries, we are moving the due 
date to October 15th of each year.  Remember, even though you have until October now to submit your reimbursement request, the last official 
date of service for any reimbursement is June 30th of that same year.  
 
 
 
 
 
Good News!  Records Retention Change 
 
You asked, and we recently received approval from the Secretary of State’s office to reduce the amount of time 
you are required to retain teen driver education records!  
 
Here is the new schedule: 
 

 Instructor Records: Retain 3 years after separation, destroy 
 All other Records: Retain 5 years, destroy 

 
We hope this will help ease the squeeze on storage space. The change will be reflected in a future Oregon 
Administrative Rules revision. Until then, you may adopt this schedule.  Let us know if you have questions.  
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HB 2264 Teen Driver Education Expansion 
 
William A. Warner, Manager 
Driver Education Program 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
 
As you can see in the illustration, the 2013 Driver Education bill, HB 2264, represents three different facets of improvement to the program.  In 
addition to granting us sanction ability that allows to 'improve rather than remove', an aggressive Adaptive Strategies package will increase 
access to hundreds of Oregon teens through financial and structural ways. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
On-Line Continuing Education Courses Through  
Chemeketa Community College 
 
Chemeketa Community College continues to offer online courses that will count toward continuing education hours for the ODOT instructor 
requirements.  For more information and course descriptions go to the Chemeketa webpage. 
 
If you have a group of five or more instructors, Chemeketa CC may be able to tailor a class to fit your specific needs. 
 
To register by phone call Chemeketa directly at: 503 584-7541  
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